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With a fantastic Christmas themed lights display, this is an attraction 
which all the family will enjoy in equal measure while also testing 
your knowledge with a fun Spot Rudolph competition. The Delta 
Christmas Craft Fair features an amazing variety of crafts and gifts 
while the garden centre shop caters for Christmas wreaths and floral 
decorations. On December 10th and 11th, and 17th and 18th you can 
also enjoy a visit to the Santa Grotto, Elves Workshop, Mrs Claus 
Storytelling and festive face painting. Late opening until 7pm 
daily with light lunches, tea/coffee and cakes served. Don’t miss the very 
special atmosphere of the Christmas Celebration with traditional carol 
singing on Friday, December 9th at 7pm.
Craft Fair free. Sensory Gardens: Adults €5 (children free to visit lights).
Santa Visit including all activities €10 each, family of 4 €25 – online 
booking essential for Santa visit.

DELTA CENTRE CHRISTMAS FAIR 
AND OUTDOOR LIGHTS DISPLAY 
Strawhall Estate, Carlow

DELTA CENTRE SENSORY SANTA 

BOOKINGS  
w: www.deltasensorygardens.com  
t: 059 914 3527
GPS: 52.844988, -6.924546 

Saturday 3rd, 17th December and 
Sunday 4th & 18th December

Saturday December 3rd – 
Sunday December 18th,  
until 7pm

Delta’s multi-sensory facilities guarantee special Christmas cheer for children with special needs, 
autism and sensory disorders. Rooms devoted to seeing, hearing, smelling and touching will complete this 
wonderful sensory experience. Siblings welcome. Individual family visits to Santa. Enjoy the beautiful light 
displays in the sensory gardens. Wheelchair accessible, hoist and specialised changing facilities available. 

Adults €10, parents/carers €10 (all activities)  
Online booking essential and early booking advisable.
45 mins – 1 hour duration.

Daily until 
December 24th

CARLOW COMES ALIVE AT CHRISTMAS
Find the heart of Christmas this year in County Carlow, in Ireland’s Ancient East. Carlow shines brightly 

every year at Christmas and this year is no different with something for everyone. For the little ones there’s 
the Rathwood Santa Train in Tullow, the ever popular Christmas Village in the Arboretum and Christmas at 
Huntington Castle to name but a few. For the grown-ups there’s a world of winter warmers with Christmas 

concerts, pantos, carol services and movies, festive farmers’ markets, fireworks in the charming village of Borris 
on New Year’s Eve and a very special FORM Craft Fair selling locally produced crafts and giftware. Savour this 

special time with a break in some of our great hotels and enjoy completing your Christmas shopping at a more 
relaxed pace. Visit www.carlowtourism.com/christmasincarlow for a full list of events and upcoming 

attractions at this most wonderful time of the year!

BOOKINGS  
w: www.arboretum.ie
t: 059 972 1558
GPS: 52.742832, -6.975890 

For a complete festive day out this Christmas, head to Arboretum Home 
and Garden Heaven where you can explore the Christmas shop and 
savour the delights of the stunning in-store Christmas décor. Browse 

beautiful gifts, festive lights, striking decorations and Christmas 
trees of all sizes. Plus enjoy the fun interactive in-store Christmas 
characters. This five star garden and lifestyle centre has a whole 

host of family events for the Christmas period – enjoy an exclusive 
breakfast with Santa on November 26th, December 3rd, 10th 

and 17th at 9.30am or 11am, or come along for a free viewing of 
Santa’s two real reindeers Donner and Blitzen daily from November 

26th. Round off your visit with a tempting Christmas 
lunch or snack in the award winning Rachel’s Garden Café.  

THE ARBORETUM CHRISTMAS VILLAGE
Arboretum Home and Garden Heaven, Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow  

(Take exit 6 on the M9 motorway and follow directions for Leighlinbridge) 



From the moment you step through the doors of Rathwood be prepared for 
a simply magical Christmas time. Enjoy Christmas storytelling with Mrs. 
Claus and Trixie the Elf. Follow this with a magical journey on board 
the Rathwood Santa Train keeping a careful watch out for Rudolph 
and Santa’s other reindeers along the way. Walk through the enchanted 
Rathwood Forest that leads to Santa’s woodland home. Meet Santa 
and receive your special gift and get the opportunity to post your 
Christmas letter in Santa’s official post box. Round off your visit with a 
free hot chocolate and Rathwood activity book while the big kids can 
enjoy 10% discount off all Christmas items in the magical Christmas 
shop. One of Ireland’s best known and most popular Christmas experiences.

Rathwood Santa Train – Adults €10, children €16. Other activities 
include Christmas Elf workshop, Christmas carousels and Santa’s sleigh –  
check website www.rathwood.com for details. Online booking essential. 

Join the elves for a magical, fun-filled chocolate-making workshop 
at The Chocolate Garden of Ireland this Christmas. Enjoy a live link 
with Santa in the North Pole, who will address the boys and girls 

personally – but only if they are on his good list! Make a chocolate 
moulded Christmas figure to take home. Hang it on the tree and keep it 
to enjoy on Christmas Day. There’ll be lots of tastings and chocolate fun in 
between and the chance to decorate your very own chocolate bar for 
Santa’s visit on Christmas Eve. To finish off, enjoy a warm drink of hot 

chocolate and your trainee elf certificate.

Children/Mould-Makers “Trainee Elves” €12.50 (includes hot chocolate, 
Christmas chocolate bar and moulded figure and chocolate tastings), 

Adults/Non-Mould-Makers”Assistant Elves” €8 (includes hot chocolate, 
Christmas chocolate bar and chocolate tastings). Pre-booking essential.

CHRISTMAS ELF CHOCOLATE WORKSHOP  
AT THE CHOCOLATE GARDEN OF IRELAND 
Rath, Tullow, Co. Carlow (R725 Tullow - Shillelagh Road, immediately beside Rathwood) 

BOOKINGS:  
w: www.huntingtoncastle.com  

t: 053 937 7160  
GPS: 52.690404, -6.649131 

BOOKINGS
w: www.rathwood.com  

t: 059 915 6285  
GPS: 52.796597, -6.660739 

BOOKINGS  
w: www.chocolategarden.ie 
t: 059 648 1999  
GPS: 52.795927, -6.661862

Saturdays & Sundays from  
November 19th until December 
18th and December 19th – 23rd

Daily until December 24th

RATHWOOD SANTA TRAIN AND CHRISTMAS SHOP 
Rath, Tullow, Co. Carlow (R725 Tullow – Shillelagh Road)

Come and enjoy the magical atmosphere of Christmas in a traditional 
castle in Ireland’s Ancient East with an old style “Letter to Santa” 
experience. Write your letter to Santa in the old kitchen with Santa’s 
Elf and then go on a special Christmas tour to see the decorated castle 
and the Italian vintage crib. Santa himself will be in the beautifully 
decorated tapestry room where each child receives a special gift 
and a hot chocolate! Walk the fields and select your own top 
class Christmas tree or pick a pre-cut tree from the extensive variety 
in the courtyard – daily in December. Christmas Food Fair with local 
artisan food producers on Sunday December 18th 12 – 5pm Tea 
room and gift shop stocking tasteful and unusual Christmas gift ideas 
open each weekend. €12.95 per child and €6.95 per adult (includes gift 
from Santa and hot chocolate) online booking essential.

CHRISTMAS AT HUNTINGTON CASTLE
Clonegal, Co. Carlow

Saturdays & Sundays December 
3rd & 4th, 10th & 11th, 17th & 18th 



Meet the makers of FORM this December in the beautiful 
surroundings of the Shaw Room at Carlow Central 

Library. Browse a selection of their latest high quality 
ceramics, textiles, stone sculpture and jewellery to 
give your Christmas gifts that extra bit of sparkle! 

FORM ‘Designmade in Carlow’ members participating in 
the Christmas craft shop include Ariane Tobin (jewellery), 
Jim Behan (pottery), Leiko Uchiyama (felt), Joanna Doyle 

(hand thrown ceramics), Emma Jane Champley (jewellery), 
Tomomi McElwee (quilter), Liga Valge (costume jewellery) 
and Nicola Brown (fine art textiles). Individual makers are 
also happy to discuss commissions if you would like a 

special piece made to order during 2017.

Walsh Whiskey Distillery is a leading producer of The Irishman and Writers’ 
Tears premium, triple-distilled, craft, Irish whiskeys sold in 40 countries 

worldwide. Established in 1999 by Bernard and Rosemary Walsh, it is located on 
the 18th century Royal Oak estate by the banks of the River Barrow. 

With its copper pot and column stills, the distillery  
is unique in being able to produce all three styles of 

Irish whiskey – pot still, malt and grain – in one  
still house. It is open to visitors (315 pp) and 
designed to provide an intimate experience 
of Irish whiskey distilling in an idyllic, rural 

setting. The distillery team, not computers or 
machines, make all the key decisions in the 

manually operated distillation process.

TOURS MUST BE 
BOOKED IN ADVANCE:

w: www.walshwhiskey.com
e: booking@walshwhiskey.com

t: 059 918 6653
GPS: 52.7019793, -6.9857588

Catch a series of great events at Carlow Central Library this Christmas. 
Christmas Tales Storytime every Saturday in December, 11am.  
Art Exhibition by Mary Clare Nolan 28th November – 5th December. 
Christmas Miscellany with John McKenna Writers Group Thursday 8th 
December, 7.30 – 9pm

FORM CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOP 
Carlow Central Library, Tullow Street, Carlow 

w: www.formcarlow.com  t: 059 912 9783 

Tuesday December 13th – Friday, 
December 23rd (closed Sundays) 

CHRISTMAS TIME AT CARLOW LIBRARY
Carlow Central Library, Tullow Street, Carlow 

WALSH WHISKEY DISTILLERY

BOOKINGS 
w: www.carlowlibraries.ie  t: 059 912 9701  GPS: 52.836153, -6.928075

Running throughout 
December

Open year round



Toying with your plans for New Year’s Eve? Check out 
the beautiful town of Borris in south Carlow which 
hosts a spectacular fireworks display. Borris Viaduct, a 
masterpiece of its time dating to the 19th century, is 
one of the town’s best known landmarks and features 
a stunning display of fireworks at midnight which are 
visible all over the town and for miles around. Preceded 
by all the hits of the 70s and 80s with live DJ from 9pm 
in Borris Town Hall with the countdown sounded from 
there. Enjoy the atmosphere of this special town, full of 
charm and heritage. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE FIREWORKS 
AT BORRIS VIADUCT 
Borris Viaduct, Borris, Co. Carlow t: 087 216 8929

Saturday, 31st December at 9pm  

FREE

BOOKINGS: 
w: www.visualcarlow.ie

t: 059 917 2400 
GPS: 52.839161, -6.929076

DAVID O’DOHERTY
Saturday 10th December, 8pm

CHRISTMAS AT VISUAL 
Old Dublin Road, Carlow 

VISUAL, one of Ireland’s most iconic art and theatre buildings 
is pulling out all the stops this Christmas with two pantomimes, 

ballet, Christmas films and a host of concerts  
from some of Ireland’s leading performers  

including Phil Coulter and Liam Lawton. 
Visit Ireland’s largest art gallery and 

experience your world in a new way. 
See thought provoking art in four  

different spaces.



EXPERIENCE  
THE FESTIVE  
SEASON AT THE LORD BAGENAL INN 
The Lord Bagenal Inn, Main Street, 
Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow  
w: www.lordbagenal.com  t: 059 977 4000   

The four star family run Lord Bagenal Inn 
enjoys an idyllic location on the banks of the 
River Barrow. Located just off the M9 in the 
picturesque “Garden  Village” of Leighlinbridge, 
it is the perfect base to explore what the South 
East has to offer.  Enjoy crisp walks along the 
Barrow Way and afterwards relax by one of our 
open fires while enjoying a glass of wine from our 
award winning wine list. Join us on the 9th or 16th 
December for our popular Christmas Party Nights, 
only €25 per person for festive four course meal 
and live music ‘til late. Special accommodation 
rates available.  
www.lordbagenal.com

CHRISTMAS AT  
THE WOODFORD  
DOLMEN HOTEL 
Woodford Dolmen Hotel, Kilkenny Rd., Carlow 
w: www.woodforddolmenhotel.ie  t: 059 914 2002
Just an hour south of Dublin, the Killeshin Hills and 
River Barrow surround the tranquil countryside setting 
of the Woodford Dolmen Hotel, on the outskirts 
of Carlow town. Twinkling lights, classic décor, 
and delicious aromas make it the ideal base for a 
relaxing Christmas break. The Dolmen Bar with its 
festive setting and lively atmosphere is perfect for a 
holiday catch up with friends or family or to make it 
extra special take advantage of the Plum Tree Bistro 
menu of carefully selected Christmas themed dishes 
delivering delicious options created using the best 
of local produce. Kids can wander in 10 acres of 
gardens, explore the “Draíocht Glen” our magical 
fairy garden or take part in the Elf Workshops 
on December 4th & 11th with a visit from Santa on 
December 18th. Those looking for a Christmas night 
out can enjoy some Mario Rosenstock, Brendan 
Grace and The High Kings. 

2 nights  
B&B and  
1 evening  
meal from  
€109 pp 
sharing

2 nights  
B&B and  
1 evening  
meal from  
€109 pp 
sharing

Be Our Guest...

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS AT THE 
SEVEN OAKS HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB 
The Seven Oaks Hotel, Athy Road, Carlow 
w: www.sevenoakshotel.com  t: 059 913 1308   
The legendary Seven Oaks Hotel is situated in the 
centre of Carlow town, just one hour from  
Dublin City. Its unique charm, excellent food and 
generous hospitality is what makes the  
Seven Oaks Hotel the perfect place to relax and 
unwind for a Christmas break. Stylishly appointed  
spacious bedrooms decorated with old world charm, 
soft furnishings and ambient lighting makes the  
Seven Oaks Hotel the ideal getaway for Christmas. 
Full leisure club, complimentary Wi-fi and car 
parking. Quote Independent when booking.
Christmas party nights Saturday December 10th 
& 17th €39 per person. Lots more events online.

2 nights  
B&B and  
1 evening  
meal from  
€130 pp 
sharing

Includes  
15% discount 

voucher 
at Shaw’s 

Department 
Store

CHRISTMAS – 
ALL WRAPPED 
UP AT MOUNT 
WOLSELEY
Tullow, Co. Carlow  t: 059 918 0100   
w: www.mountwolseley.ie     
Pre-Christmas midweek break for two:  
1 night B&B, 4 course dinner in Frederick’s  
Restaurant, spa treatment and sumptuous afternoon 
tea. Get prepared for the festive season from just 
€126 per person sharing. 
The Perfect Family Gift: 2 nights B&B, 4 course 
dinner in Frederick’s Restaurant on one evening for 
adults, Wollie Bear dinner for kids. Entry into action 
packed Wollie Bear Kids Club with playground, zip 
wire and extensive leisure facilities. Make memories 
and surprise your loved ones with a post Christmas 
getaway from just €278 inclusive. 
Treat that special person to a Mount Wolseley 
festive gift voucher, we will add value to give you 
more for less. The Choices are Endless – Escape to 
Mount Wolseley – The Perfect Festive Country Resort.

Family 
Christmas 

break includes  
kids club 
activities 

2 nights  
B&B and  
1 evening  
meal from 
€278 per 

family


