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NOTE 
 

This plan relates to the functional area of Carlow County Council.  All information in 
the plan is correct as of August 2014.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map of County Carlow  
 

(Population 54,612) 
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Executive Summary 
 

This is the fourth Litter Management Plan to be produced by Carlow Local Authorities 
under Section 12 of the Litter Pollution Act, 1997. Under the Act of1997 and 2001, 
‘"litter" is  a substance or object, whether or not intended as waste (other than waste 
within the meaning of the Waste Management Act, 1996, which is properly consigned 
for disposal) that, when deposited in a place other than a litter receptacle or other 
place lawfully designated for the deposit, is or is likely to become unsightly, 
deleterious, nauseous or unsanitary, whether by itself or with any other such 
substance or object, and regardless of its size or volume or the extent of the deposit’. 
 
Carlow County Council appreciates that awareness measures, educational endeavours 
and cooperation from the general public in addition to enforcement measures are 
crucial to achieving a litter free environment. 
 
The Carlow County Council Litter Management Plan 2014 – 2017 looks at the following 
areas in detail: 

 Education 
 Community and Business Initiatives 

 Services and Facilities provided by the County Council 
 Enforcement  

 
This Litter Management Plan will build on the experiences and successes achieved 
since the adoption of previous plans. Implementation of the Plan will be the 
responsibility of Carlow County Council.  
 
Achievements to date  
Carlow County Council in association with community groups, the Civic Amenity Trust, 
residents associations and volunteer groups, continues to make significant advances 
in reducing the litter pollution problem in the County. Many of the local and national 
initiatives which tackle litter (Carlow’s Pride of Place, National Spring Clean, Tidy 
Towns and Co-operation Ireland Pride of Place) are long established within the county 
and participation remains high.  
 
Carlow County Council also works with children and young adults through its 
comprehensive education programme. The Green Schools Programme, provision of 
support materials and school visits helps to reinforce the anti-litter message. In 2014 
91% of primary schools and 80% of secondary schools are registered for the Green 
Schools Programme. 
 
Infrastructure and Enforcement 
The plan illustrates the infrastructure provided to deal with the litter generated in the 
county. The Plan also provides data on litter fines, litter management measures 
(street cleaning schedules and bin emptying schedules).  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
County Carlow is situated in the south-east of the island of Ireland. A small county 
with just over 54,000 inhabitants (CSO, 2011), it is also a county of outstanding 
natural beauty. Carlow Town is the largest urban area and the headquarters of Carlow 
County Council is located here.  Civic offices are located in Bagenalstown and Tullow.  
 
Carlow has borders with several counties in Leinster; Kildare, Wicklow, Wexford, 
Kilkenny and Laois.  
 
Like all other parts of Ireland, Carlow suffers in parts from the problem of litter 
pollution. Litter degrades the environment by spoiling the appearance of attractive 
areas. It can also be symptomatic of deeper social problems in a community, fostering 
a careless attitude towards the areas we live in and portrays a negative image of the 
county.  
 
The country as a whole spent €116 million on street cleaning and litter warden 
services in 20081 – a real financial burden on local authority finances and resources. 
This Litter Management Plan reasserts Carlow County Council’s commitment to 
protecting the local environment and to eliminating litter. 
 
1.1 Litter Pollution Act 1997 
In 1997 the national government passed the Litter Pollution Act which gives extensive 
powers to local authorities to deal with the problem of litter pollution. The procedures 
in relation to the issuing of litter fines and the subsequent legal proceedings are 
explained and outlined in the Act. 
 
The Litter Pollution Act 1997 requires each local authority to make and implement a 
Litter Management Plan in respect of its functional area and to review this plan on an 
ongoing basis. This is an important aspect of the Litter Pollution Act as it sets out 
systematically how local authorities in cooperation with individuals and communities 
will practically address litter pollution issues in their County. 
 
Carlow Local Authorities adopted their first Litter Management Plan in March 1999, 
The last Litter Management Plan covered the period 2010 – 2014. 
 
1.2 Definition of Litter 
Section 2 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 defines litter as “a substance or object, 
whether or not intended as waste (other than waste within the meaning of the Waste 
Management Act 1996, which is properly consigned for disposal) that, when deposited 
in a place other than a litter receptacle or other place lawfully designated for the 
deposit, is or is likely to become unsightly, deleterious, nauseous or unsanitary, 

                                                 
1
 Figures from the Department of the Environment 

http://www.environ.ie/en/Publications/Environment/Waste/LitterPollution/FileDownLoad,18366,en.doc 
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whether by itself or with any such substance or object, and regardless of its size or 
volume or the extent of the deposit”. 
 
1.3 Litter Management Plan 2014 
In accordance with Section 10(2) of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, in April 2014 Carlow 
County Council resolved to review the Litter Management Plan, 2010. 
 
This new plan sets out Carlow County Council’s objectives to prevent and control 
litter. It specifies the measures being undertaken to encourage public awareness of 
the litter problem, with particular emphasis on educational and information strategies 
aimed at young people. It also indicates the measures and arrangements that are to 
be undertaken to obtain the objectives of the plan. 
 
The plan includes information on, and was prepared having regard to-  

 Existing litter prevention and control measures being carried out by the County 
Council  

 The policies and objectives of the County Council in relation to the prevention and 
control of litter  

 Litter prevention and control activities being carried out by agencies other than the 
County Council 

 Recycling and Recovery facilities provided for public use  
 The County Council’s enforcement of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 
 
Carlow County Council believes that the litter problem in the county can be 
successfully tackled through comprehensive action in four key areas, and this plan is 
set out accordingly. These areas are- 

 Education  
 Community and Business initiatives 
 Services and Facilities provided by Carlow County Council  
 Enforcement 
 
Each of the four sections within this report commences with a brief overview of the 
relevant area. The activities and strategies being undertaken by the local authority is 
then set out in some detail. Finally, specific objectives that the county council aim to 
achieve during the life of the plan using those strategies are listed. 
 
The Plan concludes with an extensive list of contact information for 
relevant local authority staff members.  
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2. EDUCATION PROGRAMME 
 
2.1 Established initiatives 
Progress continues to be made in the battle against litter however it is still necessary 
to change the attitudes and behaviour of many sections of the public to recognise that 
littering is antisocial and a significant source of pollution.  
 
While new initiatives continue to be introduced it is the strong participation in 
established local and national campaigns such as National Spring Clean and Green 
Schools that makes all the difference. Education plays an important role in the 
successful implementation of the Litter Pollution Act 1997. The Litter Pollution Act 
requires the Council to include details of its educational and information measures 
aimed specifically at young people.  
 
2.2 Green Schools 
This very successful national campaign, which is administered by An Taisce, aims to 
promote whole school activity to develop environmental awareness in both the school 
itself and the wider community in a non-competitive fashion. In 2014 91% of primary 
schools and 80% of secondary schools in County Carlow were registered for the 
Green Schools Programme.  
 
The first theme which schools work on to achieve Green Flag status is ‘Waste and 
Litter’. As part of the Waste and Litter flag children learn about waste and recycling 
and examine the problem of litter on a local and national basis. This enables them to 
form a better understanding of the issues surrounding litter in their area. 
 
The Green Schools Programme is part funded by local authorities through an annual 
payment made directly to An Taisce. In addition the local authority provides the 
expertise and time of an Environmental Awareness Officer and a range of support 
materials. 
 
2.3 School Visits 
The Environmental Awareness Officer and Environmental Patrol Officers regularly visit 
primary and secondary schools throughout the county, whether or not they are 
participating in the Green Schools Programme.  
 
They discuss pertinent issues with pupils and give presentations on a wide range of 
environmental issues e.g. chewing gum litter, bottle banks or general presentations 
on litter. Presentations to schoolchildren are prepared with the age of the target 
audience in mind, and will usually consist of an informal talk followed by a question-
and-answer session. 
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2.4 Tours of Powerstown Recycling Centre 
The Environmental Awareness Officer gives regular tours of Carlow County Council’s 
recycling centre at Powerstown. Schools and community groups are given the 
opportunity to see first hand what happens to recycled products when deposited at 
the council facility. This gives pupils a comprehensive knowledge of the types of 
materials that can be recycled and reused.  
 
2.5 Support materials 
In order to support our education programmes Carlow County Council provides a wide 
range of materials such as litter-pickers, gloves, compost bins etc free of charge. 
There is also a wide range of posters, leaflets, books and small competition prizes 
available to schools. 
 
2.6 WEEE & Battery recycling 
Many schools in the area collect batteries as part of their Green Flag programme. 
Battery boxes are collected free-of-charge by WEEE Ireland on behalf of Carlow 
County Council once 50kg has been collected. It is now very common for schools 
around the County to organise WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) 
days throughout the year.  
 
2.7 Promoting Litter Awareness through local media 
When and where funding is available Carlow County Council works with local media 
sources to promote litter awareness. Examples of this include the “Litter Wasteland” 
campaign with BEAT FM and the other local authorities of the Southeast in the first 
quarter of 2014. The radio campaign was accompanied with a social media campaign 
on facebook and twitter with an estimated reach of up to 50,000 people in Carlow 
alone. 
 
The launch of the Green Dog Walkers was accompanied by a competition on KCLR 
and prizes were provided by Irish-owned pet shop company Petmania, in Carlow and 
Kilkenny (see section 3.9 for more information on the Green Dog Walkers). 
 
Adverts and articles are also placed in the local newspaper, “The Nationalist” when 
budgets allow. 
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Photo 2.1 Launch of the Litter Wasteland campaign with BEAT Fm Representatives, 
Cathaoirleach Des Hurley and Fionnghuala Ryan, Environmental Awareness Officer, 

Carlow County Council 
 
Proposed programme of work 
This Plan outlines how Carlow County Council uses education and information as a 
means of communicating the issues and combating the problem of litter. 
 
Our intention is to continue to make all citizens of the county aware of their 
responsibilities in relation to litter, illegal dumping and the law. To ensure that this 
information is easily obtained Carlow County Council will continue to work with 
community groups and businesses, adopting a strong anti-litter campaign.   
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Objectives Method of Implementation 

- To increase the awareness of all citizens 
of Co Carlow of the damage that litter 
can cause.  
- Ensure that all pupils in the schools 
around Co Carlow receive a litter 
awareness programme. 
- To provide a strong litter awareness 
campaign through  school visits, the local 
media and the local authority’s website 
www.carlow.ie.  
- Highlight the problem of cigarette butts 
and dog fouling as sources of litter. 

- Continue to visit schools to highlight the 
problem of litter to schools participating in 
the Green Schools Programme. 
- Maximise the number of schools 
participating in all local and national litter 
awareness initiatives. 
- Use the Council’s website to highlight the 
issue and to promote local and national 
initiatives.  
- Use all methods of local media to 
promote our message to the wider 
community. Including writing feature 
articles on litter in the Councils regular 
page in the Nationalist. 

http://www.carlow.ie/
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3. COMMUNITY/BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT 
 

Community groups and residents associations play an important role in the prevention 
of litter and many towns and villages in County Carlow participate in a range of 
initiatives. The County Council ensures that communities are aware of the support 
available and the positive elements of keeping an area litter free. 
 
It is also essential that the business community recognises their role in preventing 
litter. Businesses must take action to ensure that waste arising from their activities or 
premises is disposed of in the correct manner. 
 
The Council makes use of the local media, where possible, to publicise events and 
campaigns such as National Spring Clean, Green Dog Walkers and the availability of 
environmental grants. The website, www.carlow.ie, is also used to promote events 
and initiatives where possible. 
 
3.1 Carlow’s Pride of Place Initiative 
The Pride of Place now plays an integral part in the annual calendar of residents 
associations, Tidy Towns and community groups across Co Carlow. 
 
The initiative was initially run as a competition between community groups and 
schools during the summer months. However this highly successful competition has 
grown into one of the main events in Carlow.   
 
Pride of Place asks groups to take a more holistic approach examining best 
environmental practices and the maintenance and creation of sustainable 
communities. The objective of this project is to encourage best practice, innovation 
and leadership in providing a vibrant sustainable community that improves the quality 
of life for all. 
 
3.2 Cooperation Ireland Pride of Place 
Carlow Local Authorities continues to support the all-island Cooperation Ireland Pride 
of Place. The competition is an all-island competition which recognises improvements 
by local communities to create civic pride in their area. The focus is on people coming 
together to shape, change, and enjoy all that is good about their area. Groups have 
the unique opportunity to showcase specific pride initiatives which will have long 
lasting and positive impacts on their society. In 2013, County Carlow was represented 
by Carlow Town.  
 
3.3 National Tidy Towns 
The National Tidy Towns Initiative is an important component of the continuing co-
operative approach to the raising of environmental awareness among communities, 
culminating in the enhancement of their area.    
 

http://www.carlow.ie/
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The Community and Enterprise Department of Carlow County Council provide financial 
support in the form of grants to community groups. Community and Enterprise staff 
also provide assistance to individual tidy towns groups in the participation process of 
the national competition including running seminars and workshops for groups.  
 
Historically Carlow has preformed very well in the national competition and the table 
set out in appendix 2 details the marks of Carlow’s Participating Areas from 2010 to 
2013.  
 
3.4 National Spring Clean 
The National Spring Clean is one of Ireland’s most popular, well recognised and 
successful anti-litter initiatives. The campaign, which celebrated its 15th year in 2014, 
encourages every sector of society to actively participate and take responsibility for 
litter, by actually conducting clean-ups in their own local environment. National Spring 
Clean traditionally takes place throughout the month of April.  
 
Working in partnership with local communities, schools and voluntary groups to 
reduce litter and eventually eradicate it completely, Carlow County Council supports 
funding for skips to local community groups.  
 
3.5 National Tree Week 
This national campaign is organised by the Tree Council of Ireland in conjunction with 
Coillte and local authorities throughout the country. The campaign is aimed at 
promoting the benefits of trees and in particular Irish deciduous trees. In 2014 Carlow 
Town and County Councils gave out over 600 saplings to schools, community groups 
and residents associations around the county.  
 
3.6 Carlow Local Authorities Environmental Grants Scheme 
The Environmental Grant scheme allows the Council to contribute financially to 
residents associations, community groups and schools. Any group carrying out local 
environmental work can apply for grant aid and each application will be considered on 
its merits.  
 
The grant must be used for the purposes of purchasing trees, shrubs, brushes, 
shovels and other incidental items which are required to carry out environmental 
maintenance and improvement works.  
 
3.7 Sponsored Wheelie Bins 
A small number of community wheelie bins are provided to community groups, tidy 
towns committees, residents associations and similar groups engaged in regular 
clean-ups in their localities. 
 
3.8 Business campaigns 
A large amount of the litter that is found on the streets and roads of County Carlow is 
generated through businesses. It is predominantly packaging from items purchased in 



Litter Management Plan 

14 | P a g e  

 

local shops. The business community in our County are positive in their action to 
prevent litter; however the education of businesses is also seen as very important.  
 
3.9 Dog Fouling and Green Dog Walker Campaign 
Dog waste is not only a nuisance but can carry disease which can be harmful to 
humans. There is also a real health hazard associated with this type of littering. Dog 
waste is not just an unsightly smelly nuisance; it is also a health hazard which in rare 
cases can lead to blindness in children. 
 
Failure to pick up after your dog is an offence under the Litter Pollution Act and could 
see you faced with a €150 on-the-spot fine or a maximum fine of up to €3000 in court 
for each alleged offence. However, unless caught in the act by a litter warden it is 
almost impossible to enforce this legislation.  
 
As a result, Carlow County Council is focussing its resources on awareness and 
education. This initiative was launched in the South East Region in 2014. The Green 
Dog Walker initiative involves empowering local communities, groups and individuals 
to meet the challenges of dog fouling in a non-confrontational, friendly way. Dog 
owners are encouraged to sign up to a pledge whereby, they agree to comply with 
certain criteria such as the wearing of a green armband/bag dispenser when walking 
their dog, cleaning up after their dog, be happy to be approached to ‘lend’ a dog 
waste bag to those without and be a friendly reminder to other dog walkers to clean 
up after their dogs. 
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Photo 3.1 Launch in January 2014 of the Green Dog Walkers Campaign with, Cathaoirleach 

Eileen Brophy (Carlow Town Council), Cllr Tom O’Neill, Fionnghuala Ryan, EAO, Pat Deering, TD, 

Minister for the Environment Phil Hogan, John Carley, Director of Services (Environment) and 
Cathaoirleach Des Hurley (Carlow Co Co) 

 
Proposed programme of work 

Objectives Method of Implementation 

- Help and assist all communities in 
their efforts to keep their area litter free 
- Provide incentives that assist 
communities in the work that they do 
i.e. Carlow’s Pride of Place 
- Provide financial assistance to 
communities to help in their clean up 
campaigns i.e. Environmental Grants, 
National Spring Clean  
- Maximise co-operation between the 
local authority and the people of Carlow 
in the fight against litter. 
- Make Carlow’s business community 
more aware of their responsibilities in 
relation to litter control. 

- Continue to run competitions such as Pride of 
Place etc. for active community groups, 
residents associations and Tidy Towns 
Committees 
- assist through the provision of grants or 
equipment where possible e.g. Environmental 
Grants, the provision of mini-skips for the 
National Spring Clean 
- Continue to support them through prizes and 
the provision of expert knowledge through talks, 
workshops etc. 
- Work in partnership with all areas participating 
in national litter initiatives to ensure best results 
are achieved. 
- Work with businesses that are experiencing 
problems with litter. 
- use campaigns such as “Green Dog Walkers” 
to continue tackling the problem of dog fouling. 
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4. SERVICES AND FACILITIES PROVIDED  
BY CARLOW LOCAL AUTHORITIES 

 
4.1 Street cleaning 
(a) Budgets 
Substantial funds are dedicated annually to the cleaning of streets and emptying of 
litter bins in the main urban areas of County Carlow.  The Council operates a 
comprehensive street cleaning service in larger towns and villages.  
 
As an operational function of the municipal areas the service is a combination of 
mechanised cleaning and manual sweeping where necessary. Table 4.1 shows the 
budget allocation for street cleaning. However as a result of the current economic 
crises this allocation has continued to fall in the last number of years. 
 

Table 4.1 Annual Budget Allocations for Street Cleaning in Co Carlow 

  
 
 
(b) Street sweepers 
Driver operated sweeping machines are used in the main urban areas of Carlow. The 
road sweepers are also used on a rotary basis in smaller towns and villages around 
the County. Below is the street sweeping schedule for the Municipal Offices around 
County Carlow. 
 
Carlow Town:  
Two street sweepers are used in Carlow Town. A large street sweeper operates 7 
days a week, while a smaller street sweeper is in use 6 days a week. Between them 
the sweepers have a daily route which includes approach roads (as far as Merck, 

877799 
800141 

739526 723082 

2011 2012 2013 2014 

€ 
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Sharpe and Dohme and the Woodford Dolmen Hotel). Appendix 2 lists the daily street 
sweeper route in Carlow Town.  
 
Northern Municipal Area (excluding Carlow Town): 
Street sweepers also operate in the other towns of the Northern Municipal District. 
Table 4.2 shows the street sweeping schedule for the district.  
 
Table 4.2 Rest of Northern Municipal Area:  

 Week 1 Week 2 

Day 1 am: Tullow              
pm: Rathvilly  

am: Tullow  
pm: Ardattin, 
Clonegal, Kildavin  

 
Southern Municipal Area:  
Bagenalstown:  
A small street sweeper operates daily in Bagenalstown.  
Outlying villages: Every Wednesday the sweeper visits the outlying villages in the 
Southern Municipal Area. Leighlinbridge, Newtown, Fenagh, Nurney & Old Leighlin are 
therefore swept approximately once every fortnight. 
 
(c) Litter picking 
Special mention must be given to the various groups in County Carlow who work with 
the Council in keeping the streets and estates of the county litter free. Community 
groups, residents associations, FÁS, Tús and the Civic Amenity Trust workers provide 
an invaluable litter picking service throughout the county on a daily basis. 
 
4.2 Litter bins 
Carlow Local Authorities install and service litter bins on the streets of towns and 
villages throughout the county. However, it should be noted that not all areas are 
suitable for locating litter bins, for example; isolated rural areas where people may 
use bins for disposing of their own domestic waste, resulting in illegal dumping.  

 
4.3 WASTE DISPOSAL SITES  
All waste disposal sites are maintained to a high standard and are subject to rigorous 
monitoring and control. Powerstown Landfill is the main waste disposal site in County 
Carlow.  

 
(a) Powerstown Landfill and Recycling Centre 
Powerstown Landfill and Recycling Centre on the Kilkenny Road is the main waste 
disposal facility in County Carlow and accept general waste and a wide variety of 
recyclables. 
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Contact 
details 

Opening Hours Materials accepted 

Powerstown 
Kilkenny Rd.  
059 9172406 

Mon – Tuesday: 
Closed 
Wed – Friday:  
8:30 – 16:00  
Sat: 8:30 - 12:30 

aluminium cans, batteries, bikes, cardboard, 
clothes, electrical goods, flat glass, glass 
bottles, light bulbs, light tubes, newsprint, 
mobile phones, paper, plastic, steel cans, 
timber, scrap iron, vehicle oil  

 
The price of disposing  waste at the landfill is on a pay-by-weight system, currently 
€182 per tonne or €15 per 80kg. The recycling centre meanwhile, which is exclusively 
for use by domestic customers costs only €2 and Waste Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment (WEEE) and batteries are accepted free of charge. Further information is 
available on www.carlow.ie/Environment. 
 
(b) Bring centres/Bottle banks 
Carlow County Council provides a comprehensive network of bring centres around the 
county. The bring centres, which feature glass, cans and clothing banks, are well used 
by local communities and emptied regularly by the Council.  However increased usage 
has brought with it an increase in the incidence of dumping and litter at these sites.  
Increased monitoring by the local community, litter wardens and other council staff, 
as well as CCTV systems ensures that illegal dumping is removed.  
 
Table 4.3 below gives a full current (2014) list of locations and what is accepted at 
the various sites throughout County Carlow. 
 
Table 4.3 Bottle Banks in County Carlow 

 LOCATION OF RECYCLING BANKS   Recycling Facilities 

1 Ballinabrannagh (car park)    Glass & Cans 

2 Ballon (behind community Centre)  Glass, Cans, Paper 

3 Ballon (Texaco Garage)     Glass & Cans 

4 Ballymurphy      Glass & Cans 

5 Ballinkillen (community centre)   Glass & Cans 

6 Bagenalstown (McGrath Hall)   Glass, Cans, Paper 

7 Borris (main street)     Glass, Cans, Paper 

8 Carlow Town, (Green Road, at Y junction) Glass, Cans, Paper 

9 Carlow Town - Askea Church Carpark  Glass & Cans 

10 Carlow Town - Superquinn (car park)  Glass & Cans 

11 Clonegal      Glass & Cans 

12 Clonmore      Glass & Cans 

13 Glynn       Glass & Cans 

14 Hacketstown (community hall)   Glass & Cans 
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15 Carlow Town (Kernanstown)   Glass, Cans, Clothes 

16 Kildavin (community hall)    Glass & Cans  

17 Leighlinbridge (at school)    Glass & Cans 

18 Myshall (car park)     Glass, Cans & Paper 

19 Nurney      Glass & Cans 

20 Old Leighlin      Glass & Cans 

21 Rathanna      Glass & Cans  

22 Rathoe (Community Hall)    Glass & Cans 

23 Rathvilly (Phoenix Centre)    Glass & Cans  

24 Tinryland      Glass & Cans 

25 Tullow ( Tullowbeg Car Park)   Glass, Cans, Paper 

 
 
4.4 Home Composting 
Materials for composting account for up to 40% of household rubbish. New 
regulations introduced in 2013 make it a requirement for waste collectors to provide a 
separate collection for household food waste to their customers in Carlow Town.  
Many other areas of the county will be brought in to legislation over the coming years. 
 
However Carlow County Council continues to actively promote home composting to all 
households. Compost bins are sold to the public at cost price (300ltr - €30) at 
Powerstown Landfill and Recycling Centre.  Kitchen caddies are also sold (€2 each) at 
the weighbridge in Powerstown Landfill and Recycling Centre. 
 
The Council also organises regular composting workshops with the Irish Peatland 
Conservation Council to help and advise individuals and community groups embarking 
on composting for the first time.  
 
4.5 Christmas Trees 
Carlow County Council provides a free Christmas tree disposal service at Powerstown 
Recycling Centre. The trees are collected free of charge the month of January.  
 
4.6 National Litter Pollution Monitoring System  
Carlow Local Authorities continues to participate in the National Litter Pollution 
Monitoring Survey. Data is generated by means of surveys to enable local authorities 
to provide proper litter management planning in its area. The purpose of the survey is 
to identify the severity and causes of litter around Carlow and helps the county 
council identify litter black spots and allow for the prioritisation of resources.  
 
The figures below show the composition of litter in County Carlow in 2012: 

 Cigarette related litter: 80.43% 

 Food: 8.7% 
 Packaging litter: 8.7% 
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 Deleterious Litter Items: 2.17% 
 
Proposed programme of work 
In 2014, the Southern Waste Region replaced the old South East Waste Region. As 
such, Carlow County Council is working with the other councils in the region on 
drawing up a new Waste Management Plan. Currently the plan is due to go out for 
public consultation in the latter half of 2014.  In accordance with national and EU 
policy, the plan focuses on waste prevention and minimisation measures.  
 

Objectives Method of Implementation 

- Continue, where feasible, to provide 
recycling facilities throughout the 
county. 
- Ensure that all citizens of Carlow are 
aware of the location of the Recycling 
Centre and Bring Centres and the 
materials accepted at each  
- Promote home composting 
- continue to work towards keeping the 
streets of Co Carlow clean through the 
provision of a comprehensive street 
sweeping rota and the continued 
maintenance of litter bins. 

- Continue to provide and maintain a 
comprehensive system of bring banks 
throughout County Carlow 
- Ensure that the service contractor takes 
due care when emptying bring centres. 
- Continue to promote Powerstown Landfill 
& Recycling centre through the website, 
social media and other local media sources. 
- Investigate the feasibility of introducing a 
monitoring system at bring centres (CCTV 
cameras). 
- Link with communities to ensure full bring 
centres are reported 
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5. ENFORCEMENT 
Carlow County Council is committed to enforcing the Litter Pollution Act to deter, 
detect and pursue littering, illegal dumping, and unauthorised waste disposal 
activities. We also monitor compliance with all litter legislation in a bid to ensure the 
environment of Carlow continues to be protected and enhanced.  
 
5.1 Enforcement Staff 
Carlow County Council employs two full-time environmental patrol officers. The 
Council has successfully prosecuted persons for both littering offences and for non-
payment of fines. A full-time Environmental Enforcement Officer investigates all waste 
complaints received under the Waste Management Act. 
 
5.2 Litter fines 
Since the introduction of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, litter fines have increased from 
£50 to the current amount of €150.  In 2012, a total of 118 on-the-spot fines issued 
by the Environmental Patrol Officers under the Litter Pollution Act and 6 prosecutions 
were initiated (see Table 5.1). All unpaid litter fines are pursued through the Courts. 
 
Table 5.1 Total Number of Litter Fines* 

Year Total no. of fines issued 

2010 302 

2011 161 

2012 118 
*Figures from Service Indicators from Local Authorities 2010 -2012 (www.lgcsb.ie)  

 
Advertising flyers/signage 
The law forbids the erection of posters/signs on poles or other structures in public 
places unless permission is granted in advance. Carlow Local Authorities requests 
prior written permission of any temporary signage to be erected throughout the 
County. 
 
Retail outlets 
The owner or person responsible for a place to which the public has access is obliged 
to keep the place litter-free, regardless of how the litter got there. Operators of 
mobile food outlets selling fast food or beverages, or other outlets such as those 
selling farm produce are obliged to provide suitable litterbins in the vicinity of their 
outlets. Also, they must clean up any litter arising from the operation of their business 
within a radius of 100 metres from their outlet. 
 
Householders 
Under the Litter Management Act, residents (owners and tenants) are also required to 
keep outside their premises litter-free, regardless of how the litter got there.  
 
 

http://www.lgcsb.ie/
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Dog Fouling 
Dog owners must remove their pet waste from public places and dispose of it in a 
proper manner. Failure to do so could result in a €150 litter fine. This obligation 
applies to the following places: 

 Public roads and footpaths 
 Areas around shopping centres 
 School/sports grounds 
 The immediate area surrounding another person’s house 

 
Major events 
The promoters or organisers of major events are required to ensure that they have 
litter control measures in place at the venue and in the surrounding vicinity before, 
during and after the event. This applies to football matches and other social and 
sporting events at which large crowds attend. It is possible that the local authority can 
undertake this task but the promoter/organiser must bear the costs involved. 
 
Illegal dumping 
Incidents of illegal dumping have increased considerably over the past few years. A 
significant proportion of fines issued by Carlow Local Authorities are as a result of 
complaints/reports made with regards to bags of rubbish dumped in isolated areas, 
roadsides etc, see sections 5.5-5.7.   

 
5.3 Mobile/covert Cameras 
Carlow County Council now has a number of mobile covert cameras which are 
regularly moved around the county by the Environmental Patrol Officers. The 
cameras, which are also infrared, are used to catch illegal dumpers in even the most 
rural of areas 24 hours a day.  
 
5.4 Bonfires 
It is illegal to burn waste at any time of the year in Carlow. However, Halloween is a 
particularly busy time with bonfires which are often used as a method of illegally 
disposing of waste. Tyres, pallets and general household waste are often stockpiled to 
be burnt.  
 
Unfortunately, as a result of not being in a position to identify the individuals 
responsible for the illegal depositing of the material, County Council are left with the 
responsibility of cleaning up these areas at considerable expense to the tax payer. 
The Environmental Patrol Officers and local area officers are responsible for cleaning 
up sites and removing waste.  
 
Carlow County Council runs an awareness campaign every year with news articles in 
local media and slots on local radio. 
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5.5 Abandoned Vehicles 
Untaxed vehicles parked on public property for an extended period of time are 
considered abandoned.  Litter fines are issued to the last registered owner with a 
request that the vehicle is moved within 7 days. If the Council are required to remove 
the vehicle then the registered owner must pay the litter fine and removal fee. If the 
vehicle is not collected within 14 days then it becomes the property of the Council.  
 
5.6 Complaints Register 
A litter complaints register ensures efficient and effective response to all complaints 
received. Carlow County Council actively encourages all members of the public to 
contact the Environment Section with reports of illegal dumping, abandoned cars, 
air/noise pollution. 
 
5.7 Envirowatch – Free phone Litter Pollution Complaints Hotline 
The Council has a dedicated freephone litter pollution complaints line “Envirowatch 
1800 308 208” which was set up in 2000 for members of the public to make 
confidential reports to the Local Authorities about litter pollution in their area. All calls 
are received in the Environment Department between 9.30a.m. and 5.00 p.m. and 
there is an answering service for after-hours calls. Envirowatch signs are erected on 
the approach roads into all towns and villages throughout County Carlow.  
 
5.8 EPA supported campaigns 
(a) “See Something, Say Something” campaign 
The EPA operates a national phone line where the public can complain about 
environmental issues such as illegal dumping. Calls made to the EPA are then 
forwarded to Carlow County Council to investigate. The “See Something, Say 
Something” Campaign outlines what the public can do if they have an environmental 
complaint. It lists 

 Who to contact 
 What to say and do 
 Directory of the relevant agencies 

(b) “See it?, Say it!” I-Phone app 
The EPA “See it?, Say it!” app makes it really easy to report environmental pollution 
with the GPS location and a photo submitted at the touch of a button.  
(c) National Environmental Complaints Line 
The EPA confidential national environmental complaints line 1850 365 121 encourages 
members of the public to report environmental pollution including water and air 
pollution, fly-tipping and illegal dumping of waste. The phone line which is 24 hours is 
answered by a person, round the clock, seven days a week. Carlow County Council 
then investigates the complaint. 
 
Proposed programme of work 
Enforcement/Litter Prevention and Control 
Carlow County Council are committed to enforcing all aspects of the Litter Pollution 
Act, 1997 and all subsequent legislation. The Council presents a comprehensive 
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programme to deal with the problem of litter in the County in a manner that will 
require assistance and co-operation from our people and visitors. All sectors of society 
must realise that they have responsibility for the litter problems we encounter. While 
public participation is essential the local authority obviously has its part to play in 
enforcing the law.  
 
The Council recognises that despite the best efforts of all concerned in raising public 
awareness of the litter problem there will always be a requirement to undertake litter 
prevention and control measures. The Council will continue to offer to provide these 
services, as resources allow, to ensure County Carlow is as litter free as possible.  
 
 

Objectives Method of Implementation 

- To enforce the Litter Pollution Act to the 
fullest extent possible. 
- Ensure that all litter complaints received 
by the council are investigated promptly 
and in a fair manner 
- Provide a diligent litter enforcement 
service  
- Ensure that anyone found responsible for 
littering is issued with a litter fine 
- Ensure that all litter fines that remain 
unpaid will be pursued through the courts 
- Tackle the problem of abandoned 
vehicles in Co Carlow  
- Monitor the levels of litter being 
generated throughout County Carlow and 
identify litter black spots that need extra 
monitoring and care.  
- Raise the profile of initiatives aimed at 
Litter Prevention and Control 

- Ensure the litter fines procedure 
adheres to all legal requirements.  
- Pursue fines, through the courts if 
necessary 
- Continue participation in the TES 
National Litter Monitoring Survey 
- Maintain the mobile camera system in 
County Carlow 
- Monitor the bring centres throughout 
the County, in conjunction with local 
communities, to ensure all recyclables are 
deposited correctly and that no litter is 
left. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
CARLOW NATIONAL TIDY TOWNS 
Analysis of marks 2010 - 2013 

Participating  Marks 2010  Marks 2011       Marks 2012 Marks 2013 
Towns/Villages 
Category A  
Ardattin    283   285  285   289 
Ballymurphy   269   272  272   277 
Clonmore   273   277  283   289 
Nurney    -   262  264   268 
Rathanna   266   270  276   281 
St Mullins – Carlow  277   280  282   286 
 
Category B 
Ballon    255   260  265   274 
Ballinabranna     -   228  236   240 
Clonegal   303   305  308   312 
Fenagh    234   240  241   245 
Kildavin    224   235    -   242 
Myshall    279   282  284   289 
Rathvilly    279   283  285   290 
Tinryland   241   246  247   253 
Old Leighlin   215   228  232   234 
 
 
Category C 
Leighlinbridge   302   304  307   310 
Borris    250   257  267   275 
Hacketstown   235   237  241   245 
 
Category D 
Bagenalstown   262   266  270   273 
Tullow    279   283  285   290 
 
Category G 

Carlow    289   290  293   298 
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APPENDIX 2 
Suction Sweeper Daily Route 2014 

 

 Centaur Street 

 Dublin Street 

 Post Office 

 Kennedy  Avenue 

 Potato Market 

 Tullow Street 

 Staplestown Road 

 Barrack Street 

 Tullow Street 

 Potato Market & Car Park 

 Kennedy Avenue (by Superquinn) 

 Kennedy Avenue (right hand side) 

 The bridge at Tescos 

 Kennedy Avenue (across Burrin Street) 

 Water Lane 

 Kennedy Street 

 Castle Hill  

 Governey Square 

 Wellington Bridge 

 Castle Hill 

 Castle Street 

 Dublin Street 

 Court House 

 Green Bank Road 

 Old Dublin Road to St Lazerian’s School 

 Old Dublin Road to the Court House 

 Athy Road to the roundabout 

 Roundabout to Montgomery Street 

 Ring road as far as Laois sign 

 To Slatty Street 

 Outside Park Gate & 98
th

 Street 

 Back out to Sleaty Street 
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Appendix 3 
 
 
Staff in Carlow Local Authorities with responsibilities for litter awareness, 
control, prevention & enforcement 
 

Name         Contact Number 
Fionnghuala Ryan Environmental Awareness Officer  059 9136240 
James Lakes  Environmental Patrol Officer  059 9136222  
Pat Kehoe   Environmental Patrol Officer  059 9172496 
Joan Mc Cormack Environmental Technician   059 9136232  
 
 

Envirowatch Freephone No. 1800 308 208 
 

Address: Environment Department, Carlow County Council, Athy Road, Carlow 
Telephone: (059) 9136231 
Fax : (059) 9164232 
Email: enviro@carlowcoco.ie 
www.carlow.ie 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:enviro@carlowcoco.ie
http://www.carlow.ie/

