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1. INTRODUCTION AND 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
1.1 Introduction  
 

This is the non-technical Environmental Report for 

the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of 

the Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-2015. Its 
purpose is to describe in a non-technical manner 

the SEA completed on the Carrickduff plan and the 
likely significant environmental effects of the plan 

on Carrickduff over its lifetime (2009 to 2015).  
This report should be viewed in parallel with the 

Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-2015 and the SEA 

Environmental Report of the Carrickduff Local Area 
Plan 2009-2015. 

 
The SEA process is being conducted in compliance 

with relevant legislation and guidelines to improve 

planning and environmental management in 

Carrickduff. The SEA was conducted and prepared 

by Fehily Timoney and Co Ltd (FTC) on behalf of 
Carlow County Council.  

 
 

1.2 SEA Process 
 
SEA is a systematic process for predicting, 

evaluating and mitigating, at the earliest 

appropriate stage, the environmental effects of a 
national, regional or local plan or programme 

before it is adopted. Its purpose is to give the 
public and other interested parties an opportunity 

to comment, and to be kept informed of decisions 
about a Plan/ Programme and how they were 

made. It allows the integration of environmental 

considerations into environmental decision making 
at an early stage. 

 
In the context of the production of a Plan, the SEA 

process comprises the following stages: 
 

• Screening: to determine which plans and 

programmes are likely to have a significant 

impact on the environment 

• Scoping: to liaise with statutory consultees 
to identify key issues of concern that should 

be addressed in the environmental 
assessment of the Plan 

• Assessment: contains the findings of the 

assessment on the likely significant effects 

to the environment of implementing the 

Plan and describes the monitoring measures 
for the key effects that were identified  

• Consultation:  to allow for submission 

from the public and interested bodies of the 
Draft Plan and associated Environmental 

Report 

• A SEA Statement: to identify how 

environmental considerations and 
consultations have been integrated into the 

final Local Area Plan.  

 
Figure 1.1 overleaf presents the process of the 

Carrickduff Local Area Plan. 

 

 

1.3 Requirement for a SEA 
 

A SEA is required of the Carrickduff LAP under 

Section 9(1)(b) of S.I. No. 435 of 2004 European 
Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain 

Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004; 
 

9. (1) Subject to sub-article (2), an 
environmental assessment shall be 

carried out for all plans and 

programmes: 
 

(b) which are not directly connected 
with or necessary to the 

management of a European site 
but, either individually or in 

combination with other plans, are 

likely to have a significant effect on 
any such site. 

 
The Slaney River Valley is a candidate Special Area 

of Conservation (cSAC) and is located along the 

north and east of the Carrickduff urban boundary. 

 

 

1.4 Timeframe for the Development 
of the Plan and SEA 

 

The Environmental Report was prepared in parallel 
with the review of the Local Area Plan, which was 

carried out between December 2008 to February 
2009. The SEA report and Local Area Plan were 

available for public consultation from the 17 

February to 30 March 2009. The Managers Report 
was prepared on the 31 March for review by the 

Elected Members of Carlow County Council. FTC 
prepared an assessment report of the proposed 

variations “Strategic Environmental Assessment of 
the Proposed Variations to the draft Carrickduff 

Local Area Plan 2009-2015”. The variations were 

advertised from the 21 April to 19 May 2009. 
 

The key stages of the SEA process are detailed in 
Figure 1.1. 



Section 1   Carlow County Council 
SEA Non-technical Report for the  

  Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009 - 2015 

Q:/CE08/120/05/Reports/Rpt009-0.doc   Page 3 of 41 

Figure 1.1: SEA Process 
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1.5 Habitats Directive Appropriate 

Assessment 
 
In accordance with Articles 6(3) and (4) of the 

Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, an Appropriate 
Assessment must be conducted to assess the 

impact of the Plan on a European ecological site. 
 

In the case of the Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-

2015, an Appropriate Assessment was conducted 
on the River Slaney cSAC. 

 
 
1.6 Consultation 
 
Under Article 13D of the SEA Regulations 2004, 

there is a requirement on Carlow County Council to 
give notice to the environmental authorities and 

scope the Environmental Report.  Section (c) of this 

article allows the environmental authorities to make 
a submission or observation on the information to 

be included in the Environmental Report.  Carlow 
County Council has used this stage to consult with 

the prescribed environmental authorities and other 
potentially interested bodies prior to preparing this 

Environmental Report.  A scoping report was sent 

to a list of consultees (statutory and interested 
bodies) in January 2009.  

 
The following bodies were consulted with during the 

scoping process: 

 
 
Statutory Consultees 
 

• Environmental Protection Agency 

• Development Applications Unit, Department 
of the Environment, Heritage & Local 

Government  
• Co-ordination Unit, Department of 

Communications, Marine & Natural 
Resources 

 

 
Non- Statutory Consultees 

 
• Office of Public Works, Flood Relief Section 

• Eastern Regional Fisheries Board 
• South Eastern River Basin District 

• Wexford County Council. 
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2. CARRICKDUFF LOCAL AREA 
PLAN 2009 – 2015 IN 
SUMMARY 

 
 

The Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-2015 was 

prepared under sections 18, 19 and 20 of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000-2006 and the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2007. 
 

 

2.1 Carrickduff Local Area Plan 

Content and Objectives 
 

The purpose of the Plan is to take a long term view 

of the future development in order to manage the 

town’s physical environment and provide for new 

development that contributes to and enhances the 
existing qualities of the town.   

 
Though the development policies and objectives are 

for the next 6 years from 2009, the strategy 

provides the foundations that will shape the future 

development of the Carrickduff area. 

 
The aim of the Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-

2015 is to; 
 

Facilitate and promote the economic, social 

and cultural well-being of Carrickduff in the 

interest of the common good by encouraging, 

ensuring and facilitating high quality 
sustainable development while protecting and 

enhancing the unique natural environment of 
the county. 

 

The development of the Carrickduff Plan was 

designed considering the following objectives; 

 
• Consistency with strategic policies at 

national, regional and local level 
• Anticipated population growth for 

Carrickduff 

• The existing urban structure of the town 

• Need for economic growth in the area. 

• The proper planning and sustainable 
development of the area 

• Proximity of the area to cSAC and pNHA 
• The likely future development needs, given 

the increased pressure for development in 
Bunclody/Carrickduff in recent years. 

 

 

2.2 Nature and Lifespan of Plan  
 
Bunclody, located in Co. Wexford forms the western 

boundary with Carrickduff. A local area plan was 
prepared for Bunclody and environs by Wexford 

County Council for the period 2002 – 2008. This 
plan considered Bunclody only over this period.  

 
When it was due for revision in 2009, Carlow and 

Wexford County Councils decided to prepare dual 

plans for Carrickduff and Bunclody to ensure that 
future development of the BunclodyCarrickduff 

townlands are managed by the separate local 
authorities but are complimentary. 

 
Both plans are providing for the period from 2009 

to 2015 and were subject to SEA. 

 
The area covered by the Carrickduff Local Area Plan 

2009-2015 is presented in Figure 2.1. 
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE 

IN CARRICKDUFF 
 
 

The environmental baseline assessment was 

conducted in line with the SEA Directive and 

National Legislation and focuses on biodiversity 
(flora and fauna), population and human health, 

geology and soils, water, air and climate, material 

assets, cultural heritage, landscape and 
interrelationships between topics. 

 

 

3.1 Biodiversity 
 
Designated Habitats 

 

Important ecological habitats are designated in 
Ireland as nationally important or important in 

Europe. Nationally important sites are designated 
as Natural Heritage Areas while internationally 

important sites are designated as Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC). At present, all Irish SACs are 

candidate sites and are referenced as cSACs.  

 

The northern and eastern boundaries of the 

Carrickduff area are designated as the Slaney River 

Valley cSAC, site code 000781. Barkers Stream and 

the River Clody are tributaries of the River Slaney 
and are included in the cSAC catchment. The area 

covered by the cSAC is illustrated in Figure 3.1.  

These water bodies (and greater areas not included 

in the cSAC designation) have also been designated 
as the Slaney Valley proposed Natural Heritage 

Area (pNHA). 

 
The Slaney River Valley was designated a cSAC due 

to the presence of alluvial wet woodlands (Annex I 

priority habitat of EU Habitats Directive).  Additional 

Annex I habitats including estuaries, tidal mudflats 
and old oak woodlands are also present. Annex II 

species such as Sea Lamprey, River Lamprey, 

Brook Lamprey, Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Twaite 
Shad, Atlantic Salmon and Otter are present in the 

River Slaney Valley.  The Carrickduff portion of the 
designated area contains mixed woodlands, 

predominantly Oak and Yew. 
 

The current threats to the cSAC are impacts on 

water quality from wastewater discharges, intensive 
agriculture and industrial development and impacts 

on native species from the introduction of exotic 
species. 

 

 
Figure 3.1: Designated Ecological Sites 
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3.2 Population and Quality of Life 
 

Current and predicted Population Trends 
 

The population statistics were taken from the 2006 
Central Statistics Office (CSO) survey. The most 

applicable geographic area from the CSO Small 
Area Population Statistics (SAPS) is that of the 

combined Bunclody – Carrickduff area due to the 

settlement lying on the Carlow / Wexford border.  
The population of Bunclody – Carrickduff was 

determined to be 1,863 persons in 2006 with 17% 
(319) residing in Carrickduff.   

 

Table 3.1: Historical and Predicted 

Population of Bunclody - Carrickduff 
 

Census Area 2002 2006 2008 2014 

Total Bunclody - 

Carrickduff 
1,361 1,863 2,066 2,319 

Bunclody - 

Carrickduff 

(County Carlow) 

251 319 346 393 

Source: Census 2006, CSO, January 2009 

 
Employment in Bunclody - Carrickduff  

 
The 2006 census results indicate that the Bunclody 

- Carickduff Area has a working population of 747. 
There is an unemployment rate of 3.8 % in the 

Bunclody - Carickduff Area which compares 

favourably with the average employment rate in 
Ireland of 4.4 % and that in Leinster of 4.5 %.  

 
Education 

 
There are two primary and two secondary schools 

serving the Bunclody - Carrickduff area.  The 

combined school population for the 2008-2009 
school year was 346 and 1,070 for primary and 

secondary respectively.  
 

Drinking Water Quality and Supply 
 

The drinking water for Carrickduff is currently 
supplied from a Wexford County Council treatment 

works abstracting from the River Clody.  The 

current treatment plant capacity, supplying both 
Bunclody and Carrickduff is 650m 3/day.  The 

volume of drinking water imported from Wexford to 
Carlow was 18,700m 3/year (2006).   

 
The drinking water supply was not been identified 

on the Environmental Protection Agency’s Remedial 

Action list for drinking water. 
 

With future population estimates expected to rise to 

2,319 by 2014, the 650 m3/day will not meet the 
future demands of the area.  As a result, further 

surface water supplies from the River Clody and 

supplies from the Slaney are being investigated by 

Wexford County Council. The Clody River has been 
identified by the South Eastern River Basin District 

Protected Areas for drinking water. 

 
Childcare  

 

There are currently two childcare facilities in the 

Bunclody - Carrickduff area with a combined 
capacity of 35 children. 

 

Transport and Infrastructure  
 

Data prepared by the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) for the 2006 Census Survey shows the 

following trends for commuters in the Bunclody - 
Carrickduff area:  

 

• 52 % of commuters travel a distance of less 
than 4 km 

• 59 % of commuters travel by car 
• 60 % of commuters spend less than 15 

minutes travelling. 
 

 

3.3 Geology 
 
Bedrock Geology 

 
County Carlow is bordered to the south and east by 

the granite mountain ridge of the Blackstairs 

Mountains, with Mount Leinster as its highest peak, 

rising to a height of 796 m. Carrickduff is underlain 

with north to south bedrock formations, the 
Ballybeg Member formation (schist) and the Maulin 

Formation (slate and schist).  
 

There are no quarries or sites of geological heritage 

in Carrickduff as per the draft Geological Survey of 

Ireland (GSI) Geological Heritage list for County 

Carlow.   
 

Groundwater Vulnerability and Protection 
 

Only an interim study has taken place on 

groundwater vulnerability in Carlow County by the 

GSI.  In Carrickduff, groundwater vulnerability is 
mostly classified from high to low due to the 

interim status of the study.  However, this study 

does show areas of extreme vulnerability (with 
areas of karst or rock at surface) along the rivers 

Slaney, Clody and Bakers Stream.  
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3.4 Water 
 

Surface Water 
 

The main surface water features in the Carrickduff 
area are the River Slaney and the tributaries, the 

River Clody and Barkers Stream.  The River Slaney 
follows the northern and north-eastern boundary of 

Carrickduff with the River Clody following the 

south-eastern boundary. A second tributary of the 
Slaney, Barkers Stream, flows through Carrickduff 

from south-west to north-east feeding into the 
River Clody (Figure 3.2). 

 
Biological and chemical monitoring is conducted at 

recorded sampling locations throughout the county. 

Biological indicators are probably the best 
indicators in a water body as they represent long-

term water quality.  
 

A review of the EPA data for the rivers in 
Carrickduff illustrates that biological monitoring of 

the Rivers Slaney and Clody have Q indices of 3-4 

in 2001 and 4 in 2004. This shows slightly polluted 
water quality although improvement has occurred 

in the River Clody between 2001 and 2004. 
 

 
 

 

 

Figure 3.2: Surface Water Features 

 
 
 

The current Water Framework Directive (WFD) risk 

assessments have identified the River Slaney as at 
risk of not achieving good status, whilst the Clody 

River as possibly at risk of not achieving good 

status by 2015. The Programme of Objectives and 

Measures released in 2008 have identified that 
water quality in both the Rivers Slaney and Clody 

must be restored by 2015. 

 
Groundwater  

 

Although currently the majority of the drinking 

water supply is from surface water sources, there is 
potential to abstract from groundwater in the future 

and this is currently being investigated by Wexford 

County Council, who supply drinking water to the 
area. 

 
The WFD groundwater risk assessments have 

identified the groundwater in the Carickduff area as 
expected to achieve good status by 2015. 

 

Flooding 
 

Historical flooding has been recorded for the River 
Slaney at Slaney Bridge (Wexford), Island Road 

(Carlow) and to the south of the town at Clohamon 
Bridge.  Flooding occurs periodically at a frequency 

of 3 to 4 years. Where flooding occurred, severe 

damage was incurred by both residential and 
commercial properties.   
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3.5 Air Quality 
 

Ambient Air Quality in Carrickduff 
 

Carlow County Council does not conduct any 
ambient air quality monitoring in Carrickduff or its 

environs. The EPA has not conducted air quality 
monitoring outside Carlow Town. However, an issue 

in Carrickduff/ Bunclody is traffic congestion 

through the main thoroughfares of the town. Such 
congestion generates engine emissions in the town 

centre, with nuisance causing potential to town 
users. 

 
 

3.6 Material Assets  
 
Land Use 

 

The current usage of the land is predominantly 

arable/pasture land and discontinuous urban fabric 
(Source Corine 2000 Landuse database).  

 

Road infrastructure 
 

Carrickduff is on the N80 the main route connecting 
Wexford and Carlow, and also the main artery from 

Rosslare port to the midlands. The R746 runs 
perpendicular to the N80 and runs in a north-south 

direction through the town, this route connects 

Carrickduff and Carnew.  
 

The Census 2006 showed that 28.7% of the total 
survey number for Bunclody/Carrickduff walk to 

work or school, the reason such a large proportion 
of the survey number walk is because the majority 

of people only have to travel 1 km.  This suggests 

that Carrickduff has the potential to develop more 
sustainable travel patterns. 

 
Waste Management 

 
County Carlow is serviced by Powerstown Landfill. 

This landfill has an additional 200,000 tonnes 

capacity to serve Wexford and Waterford. A waste 

transfer facility operates at Haroldstown, Tullow. 

There are three recycling centres in County Carlow, 
Powerstown which was opened in 2007, 

Haroldstown which opened in the late 1980’s and 
Kernanstown which opened in 2002. Good site 

selection, design and operation assists in 

minimising the risk of pollution caused by landfills.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Wastewater treatment 

 
Bunclody and Carrickduff are served by an existing 

wastewater treatment plant situated downstream of 

Bunclody.  This treatment plant is currently at 

Personal Equivalent (PE) capacity of 2,000.  It is 
expected that a PE loading of an additional 4,500 

will be created through the Bunclody Main Drainage 

Scheme which should be completed by late 2010 
thereby meeting the expected population increases. 

This scheme is designed to meet the immediate and 

longer term needs of the area.  As part of this 

scheme it is planned to build a new wastewater 
treatment to provide tertiary treatment for the 

existing wastewater flows and the existing pipeline 

system will be upgraded and extended. This will 
ensure a treatment capacity of 6,500PE for the 

area. 
 

 

3.7 Cultural Assets  
 

Archaeological Heritage 
 

Archaeological conservation is dealt with by the 
National Monuments Service operating under the 

National Monuments Acts, 1930 – 1994. There are 

three sites and monument records in the 

Carrickduff area listed in Table 3.2. 

 

Table 3.2: Carrickduff Sites and 
Monument Record 
 

SMR Reference SMR Type 

CW01036 Enclosure 

CW01037 House – Fortified House Possible 

CW01039 Enclosure 

 

 
Architectural Heritage 

 

Currently there are no structures listed in the 

Carlow County Council’s Record of Protected 

Structures within the Carrickduff LAP boundary, but 
there are two proposed additions in the 2008 list.  

 
• ProCW231 - Fountain 

• ProCW232 - House 
 

Both structures have been assigned a Regional 

importance for architectural merit. 
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3.8 Landscape  
 

A landscape character assessment (LCA) was 
completed in April 2008 for Carlow Local 

Authorities. Carrickduff is located in the Blackstairs 
and Mount Leinster Uplands area with the village 

itself in an uplands character type. 
 

The Mount Leinster/ Blackstairs Landscape 

Character Area is located on the eastern side of the 
county bordering County Wexford. The landscape 

character is described as steep slopes ascending to 
mountainous landscape. The western slopes of 

Mount Leinster are located in County Carlow which 
converge with the undulating landscape of the 

Central Lowlands area. The field patterns in the 

area are small hedge bound fields with occasional 
mature trees. There are also forestry plantations in 

the north of the character area. The views from the 
area are panoramic from the Mount Leinster slopes. 

 
The applicable issues facing the character area are 

as follows; 

 
• Threat to the landscape setting of existing 

settlements. 
• Tourism and recreation pressures. 

 
 

3.9 Environmental Issues of 
Relevance to the Carrickduff LAP 

 

Biodiversity and River Slaney Valley 
 

Carrickduff is bordered by the Slaney River Valley 
cSAC and pNHA (which comprises a larger area). 

The current threats to the area as previously 
discussed as are; 

 

• water quality from wastewater discharges,  
• intensive agriculture and industrial 

development and  
• impacts on native species from the 

introduction of exotic species. 
 

Further development along riverbanks and other 

habitats would result in a reduction in ecological 
linkages within and between these and other 

habitats.  Pollution of various water bodies may 
occur from developments along the edges of water 

bodies or where single dwelling units discharge to 
groundwater.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

Drinking Water 

 
Drinking water supply has been identified as an 

issue for Carrickduff with predicted population 

increase to 2,319 by 2014. Additional drinking 

water supplies are being sourced by Wexford 
County Council. The River Clody and groundwater 

sources adjacent to the River Slaney are being 

investigated. 
 

Flooding 

 

Flooding has been identified as an issue at Slaney 
Bridge with periodical flooding has occurred 

damaging residential and commercial properties. 

 
WFD Status for Surface Water 

 
The biotic index sampling of the Rivers Clody and 

Slaney has shown that water quality has improved 
and are currently considered to be only slightly 

polluted. 

 
However, the Water Framework Directive risk 

assessments have identified the River Slaney as at 
risk of not achieving good status, whilst the Clody 

River as possibly at risk of not achieving good 
status by 2015. 

 

Groundwater Vulnerability along Rivers 
 

Groundwater vulnerability along the rivers has been 
determined as being extreme. Groundwater is used 

as drinking water supply and developments 
proposed for along the river bank must be 

cognisant of the groundwater vulnerability. 

 

Population 

 
Traffic congestion is a recognised issue in 

Carrickduff/ Bunclody along the N80. This leads to 
secondary impacts such as a local reduction in 

ambient air quality. Sustainable development of the 
town must utilise the low commuting distances of 

the population to reduce the number of locally 

owned private vehicles on the road and also utilise 
opportunities to pursue bypass options for the 

town.  
 

In addition to drinking water and flooding, 
population issues such as availability of preschool, 

national and secondary school places should be 

considered in the lifetime of the plan to address 
population increases. The provision of amenity and 

recreational spaces are also necessary for an 
expanding population while also considering the 

infrastructure and access needed to develop such 

community services. 
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3.10 Cumulative Environmental 
Assessment 

 

In order to assess how the LAP may impact on the 
environment around Carrickduff FTC prepared a 

drawing detailing environmentally sensitive areas in 
the study area. The sensitivity map may be used as 

a spatial planning tool by the planners preparing 
the LAP. Figure 3.3 shows the Cumulative 

Environmental Assessment for the Carrickduff area. 

 
Development of Cumulative Environmental 

Assessment for Carrickduff 
 

FTC’s GIS section prepared this drawing by using 
the environmental mapping presented for 

environmental baseline analysis and combining it to 

identify areas of environmental sensitivity and 
importance.  This was based on current research in 

GIS and Impact Assessment being undertaken by 

DIT, UCD and NUI Maynooth.  It should be noted 

that there is an inherent spatial inaccuracy in GIS 
datasets and when several dataset sources are 

combined, this increases the inaccuracy. It is 

recommended that this assessment should be used 
at a strategic zoning level and used for general 

guidance only. 

 

Cumulative environmental vulnerability was 
prepared by applying a weighting to each 

environmental impact e.g. biodiversity or water 

depending on its European or National status, for 
example, sites that are subject to environmental 

policies or guidelines at a European or national 

level. Special Areas of Conservation or Special 

Protection Areas are rated higher than, for 
example, Natural Heritage Areas or non designated 

sites of local interest.  The same holds for 

groundwater vulnerability, aquifers of regional 
importance scored higher than aquifers of local, low 

productive importance.  Wetlands and deciduous 
woodlands score higher than managed agricultural 

lands in the land use category.  Buffer zones have 
also been applied to water bodies, structure and 

sites of heritage value and designated sites.  This 

allows for greater protection of environmental and 
heritage features. 

 
Scoring detailed in Table 3.3 was applied to the 

environmental characteristics and the cumulative 
environmental assessment figure is shown in Figure 

3.3. 

 

 

 
 

 

Table 3.3: Examples of Environmental 
Scoring 
 

Environmental 

Characteristic 
Weighted Score 

European legislation e.g. SAC 0 / 10 

National legislation e.g. NHA 0 / 8 

Groundwater vulnerability 0 – 8 

Presence of surface water 

body 
0 – 8 

Corine land class 0 – 8 

Sites and monuments 0 / 8 

Aquifers 1 - 8 

Zone of archaeological 
potential 

0 / 6 

 
Cumulative Environmental Assessment for 

Carrickduff 

 
For the cumulative assessment completed for 

Carrickduff, a theoretical maximum score of 88 
could be achieved as a worst-case scenario where 

all maximum environmental sensitivities occurred 
at the same location. The scorings were broken 

down as percentiles of the maximum score to 

present the varying cumulative environmental 
sensitivities over the study area.  

 
Based on the results of the cumulative assessment, 

the scorings were broken down as follows:- 
 

0-10 percentile – Suitable for mixed planning. FTC 

considers that areas under these scorings are 
amenable to most forms of town and environs 

planning.  
 

10–25 percentile –Suitable for mixed planning with 
environmental restrictions. FTC considers that these 

areas are suitable for mixed planning but with 

environmental restrictions. These areas contain 
some environmental constraints which should be 

considered when zoning in these areas.   
 

25–100 percentile – Restricted planning. FTC 

considers these areas to be environmentally 

vulnerable to development. The scoring of these 

areas would be driven by European and national 
environmental policy and legislation through the 

presence of designated ecological areas, highly 
vulnerable groundwater and the presence of 

heritage sites/ monuments.  

 

The areas considered as restricted planning are 

mainly along the river bodies where a buffer of 50 
m was designated.  
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4. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 

In SEA the level of detail used to describe the 

baseline is much less refined that in environmental 

impact assessment (EIA). SEA uses a combination 
of objectives, targets and indicators to describe and 

monitor change and predict impacts of proposed 
plans and programmes on the environment 

(Therivel, 2004). 
 

Objectives and targets set aims and thresholds that 

should be taken into account when assessing the 
impact of proposed plans on the environment. 

Indicators are used to illustrate and communicate 
impact in a simple and effective manner. Indicators 

can also be used to form the basis of a monitoring 

programme for the Plan, the results of which will 

inform the next review.  
 
 

4.2 Development of SEA objectives 
 

The environmental objectives are derived from 
International, European and national policies on 

various aspects of the environment.  Many of these 
policies have been transposed into Irish Law and 

are now mandatory and need to be integrated and 

implemented in Development Plans at county and 

lower levels. 

 
The list of environmental objectives used in this 

report is based on the environmental topics set out 
in Paragraph F of Schedule 2B which is contained in 

the SEA Regulations which might be significantly 
impacted upon by the Plan.  These include:  

 

 
• biodiversity (flora & fauna) 

• population/human health 
• geology/soil 

• water 
• air/climatic factors 

• material assets 

• cultural heritage 
• landscape 

• and the interrelationships between these 
factors.  

 
In the policy context review outlined in Chapter 3, 

the full set of environmental objectives of relevance 

to the Plan is set out.   
 

 

As part of the scoping exercise undertaken for this 

SEA and in consultation with the statutory 
consultees, the initial set of environmental 

objectives has been refined as described in this 

Chapter.  

 
The environmental objectives are developed from 

the protection goal for each environmental aspect. 

The protection goals are further explained in the 
second column of Table 4.1.  

 

 

4.3 Environmental Protection 
Objectives 

 
In addition to the settlement objectives set out in 

the Plan, it also contains an array of international, 

European and national environmental protection 
policies and attendant objectives.  For example 

Ireland is signatory to the Kyoto protocol and the 

Habitats Directive. The legislation governing the 

production of a Development Plan requires that the 
Plan be consistent with these objectives.  

 

Table 4.1: SEA Objectives 
 

• Objective B1 To conserve protected habitats 

and species as per European and national 

legislation 

 
• Objective B2 To conserve the diversity of 

locally important habitats and species  
 

• Objective P1 To improve people’s quality of 

life based on high quality living environments, 

working and recreational facilities 

 
• Objective P2 To provide a sufficient drinking 

water supply appropriate for future population 
increases. 

 

• Objective SG1 To maximise the sustainable 

re-use of brownfield sites and maximise the 

use of the existing built environment 
 

• Objective W1 Maintain or improve the quality 
of surface water to status objectives as set out 

in the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

 
• Objective W2 Maintain or improve the Biotic 

Quality Rating (Q Value) of surface waters 
 

• Objective W3 To reduce the impact and 
occurrence of flooding  

 

• Objective MA1 Development of a sustainable 
transportation infrastructure which reduces 

the need for travel and journey length 
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• Objective MA2 Minimise waste production 

and introduce sustainable waste management 
practices 

 
• Objective MA3 Wastewater infrastructure to 

provided for new developments. 

 
• Objective AC1 Minimise greenhouse gas 

emissions to meet National and International 
standards 

 
• Objective AC2 To improve ambient air 

quality  

 
• Objective CH1 To promote best practice in 

heritage conservation and management 
 

• Objective CH2 To identify and protect 

archaeological features 

 

• Objective L1 To protect views and prospects 
within the study area. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Section 5   Carlow County Council 
SEA Non-technical Report for the  

  Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009 - 2015 

Q:/CE08/120/05/Reports/Rpt009-0  Page 19 of 41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Section 5 
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5. ALTERNATIVES 
 
 

5.1 Identification and Development 

of Alternatives 
 

Under Article 5 of the SEA Directive, the 
development and assessment of alternatives is 

required. The alternatives must be reasonable, 
capable of implementation and should represent a 

range of different approaches within the statutory 

and operational requirements of a plan.  

 

The Carrickduff and Bunclody Local Area Plans are 
at the lowest tier of land-use planning and are 

dictated by national and regional strategies such as 
the National Spatial Strategy and the Regional 

Planning guidelines. The draft Carlow County 

Development Plan 2009-2015 is due to be adopted 

shortly and the Carrickduff LAP was developed 
using the policies and objectives in the Carlow 

County Development Plan 2009-2015. 

 
Members and officials from Wexford and Carlow 

County Councils met on several occasions during 

the parallel preparation of the plans to ensure that 

the plans would be complementary. In order to best 
plan the development of Carrickduff/ Bunclody, a 

SWOT (strength/ weakness opportunities/ threats) 

analysis was undertaken of the two areas.  
 
Description of planning scenarios  

 

Threats identified to Carrickduff and Bunclody 
during planning analysis were “incoherent growth of 

town” with supporting weaknesses including 

“connectivity of housing estate location to centre of 

town” and “distance from organic town centre”. The 
assessment found that land zoning is needed for 

sustainable and controllable development of 

Carrickduff. In addition, the proximity of Carrickduff 
to Bunclody require that the plans were developed 

in parallel to ensure policies and objectives are 

complementary and the town centre develops to 

support the future expansion of the town. Such 
expansion should be sustainable and controlled in 

order to ensure the protection of the cSAC. 
 

The alternatives developed were: 

 

• Option 1: Diffusion of population to other 

settlements in the environs 
 

This option would divert future population growth 
away from Carrigduff/ Bunclody into the 

surrounding villages.  

 
 

The infrastructure needed for future population 

increases would be reduced and the town would not 
experience boundary extensions from land 

development. 

 

The issues pertaining to this alternative is that it 
would add to current high traffic levels through 

Carrickduff/ Bunclody from commuters in outer 

towns and villages, upset the population balance/ 
growth in these areas and would not be sustainable 

in the long-term as the population of Carrickduff/ 

Bunclody increases. 

 
• Option 2: Bypass Dependent Land Zoning  

 

A N80 bypass is being considered on the southern 
and western edges of Bunclody and Carrickduff 

respectively. This would reduce the current traffic 
congestion along the N80 through the town centre. 

With this alternative, zoning could be developed 
between the current town centre and the proposed 

bypass. Lands between the town centre and the 

bypass would be available for zoning and zoning 
options would be decided based on the access 

points to the bypass such as residential and 
commercial zoning near access roads. This 

alternative immediately suffers as the bypass line is 
still in discussion stages and might not be built. If a 

route for the bypass was chosen it is expected that 

it may not be completed before 2015, i.e., within 
the minimum lifetime of the Plan. Consequently 

lands between the town centre and the proposed 
bypass zoned for residential or commercial 

development would continue to use the already 
congested road infrastructure. This would also 

reinforce current weaknesses of the town such as 

“connectivity of housing estate location to centre of 

town” and “Distance from organic town centre”.  

 
• Option 3: Sequential Zoning from Town 

Centre 
 

The preferred alternative was decided based on use 
of the existing infrastructure with sequential 

development from the town centre westwards. This 

alterative is considered preferable as it would use 
the existing built environment, infill and brownfield 

sites and existing infrastructure before spreading 
away from the town centre into greenfield sites. 

The reduced distances from the town centre to 
residential and commercial developments, would 

minimise impact on an existing congested traffic 

infrastructure and tackle weaknesses and threats 
identified during the SWOT analysis of poor 

connectivity and incoherent growth of the town.  
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These alternatives are also considered with respect 

to the SEA environmental objectives to consider 
which alternative overall presents least potential 

impact to the environment.  

 

The baseline environment together with the 
relevant environmental issues to the LAP were also 

considered when assessing the alternatives. Critical 

issues such as traffic congestion, the cSAC and 
groundwater quality were high priority during the 

assessment. 

 

 

5.2 Preferred Strategy 
 
Option 3 presents the least impact to the 
environment when compared with the SEA 

objectives. This option has a reduced impact on 
biodiversity as it is considers use of the existing 

built environment and infrastructure rather than 

developing on greenfield sites.  The reduced 

travelling time and distances will act to both 

improve the quality of life (SEA Objective P1) and 
help to improve air quality (SEA Objective AC2).  

This option also provides for recreational amenity 
and open spaces and community use facilities.  It is 

considered that this option is consistent with 

strategic policies at a national, regional and local 

level and it will cater for the expected population 

growth in Carrickduff. 
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Evaluation of the Carrickduff Local Area Plan Policies 
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6. EVALUATION OF THE 

CARRICKDUFF LOCAL AREA 
PLAN POLICIES 

 

 
The objective of this section is to determine the 

‘likely significant’ effects of the Plan on the 

environment. The assessment methodology adopted 
here is based on the environmental objectives and 

the Local Area Plan objectives (as set out in the 

various chapters of the Plan).  

 
 

6.1 Assessment Criteria 
 

The assessment criteria used here is based on the 
determination of the ‘likely significant’ impacts of 

the Plan’s policies and objectives on the 
environmental objectives. The likelihood of an 

impact occurring on any of the environmental 
objectives is determined (based on expert 

judgment of the SEA team) and the significance 

and duration of the likely impact is then 
determined. 

 
The overall significance of an impact is dependant 

upon two factors – the size of the disturbance 
caused (magnitude) and the sensitivity of the 

receptor.  The sensitivity of a receptor may be 

based on the legal status of a site, for example, a 
Natura 2000 site or a Natural Heritage Area.  It 

may also be based on the proximity to population 
centres, schools, hospitals etc or it may be based 

on the importance of a resource, for example, 

groundwater for public supply drinking water supply 

or a site of archaeological importance.  The 

magnitude of an impact will be dependant upon its 
duration and frequency. 

 

 
6.2 Policies and Objectives 

Assessment 
 
6.2.1 Part 1 – Section 1 Introduction 
 

There are no policies or objectives in this section of 
the Plan. This section addresses the background 

and planning context for the draft Plan. 
 

6.2.2 Section 2 Strategic Assessment 
 

There are no policies or objectives in this section of 
the Plan. This section addresses the population 

aspects of Carrickduff – Bunclody and the 
architectural heritage and streetscape of the 

village.  

 

6.2.3 Section 3 Urban Character Assessment 
 

There are no policies or objectives in this section of 

the Plan. This section addresses the urban 

development of Carrickduff with a SWOT analysis 
enabling development of sustainable policies and 

objectives. 
 

6.2.4 Section 4 Core Strategy 
 

This section of the LAP sets out the vision for 
Carrickduff which includes the Council’s 

commitment to creating a desirable place to live 
with an adequate mix of housing, services and 

functions.  It aims to protect the natural 

environment, redevelop derelict sites and buildings, 
obsolete and brownfield sites and enrich the quality 

of residential development within the area. 
 

Development in the town and area will be in 
accordance with the Draft Planning Guidelines on 

Sustainable Residential Development in Urban 

Areas, National, Regional and Local Development 
Control Guidelines. 

 
This section of the Plan details the permitted types 

of development for town centre activities, 
residential, community, education and amenity, 

amenity and open space, mixed zone use, low 

density residential, institutional uses and resort.  
Details on the open for consideration types of 

development for landuse zoning are also supplied.  
The ‘open for consideration’ clause gives the 

Council the discretion to permit development in 

certain cases provided it does not impact on the 

environment. 

 
Overall this section of the Plan clearly sets out 

Carlow County Councils commitment to creating a 
desirable place to live whilst protecting the 

environment. This plan was drawn up in 

consultation with Wexford County Council alongside 

the Bunclody Local Area Plan 2008-2014.  The 

policies and objectives are similar in the 
development proposals for the joint area of 

Carrickduff/ Bunclody and are compatible in their 
vision for the area. Conflicts between the draft 

Plans are not evident and there should be no 

negative cumulative impacts in implementing both 

plans should all mitigation and monitoring 
programmes be implemented. 

 

The zoning map does extend town centre activities 
into the cSAC boundary. A more detailed 

assessment of this is conducted in the Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) Screening Report (Appendix B) in 

the SEA Environmental Report.   
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The draft Plan itself is considered not to have any 

significant impacts on the River Slaney cSAC 
however, the town centre zoning extends into the 

cSAC boundary into an area of mixed woodland. 

The AA report recommends that the proposed town 

centre zoning is reconsidered for any lands in the 
cSAC boundary as it conflicts with the cSAC 

designation. 

 

6.2.5 Section 5 Policies and Objectives 
 

Section 5 of the draft Plan details the specific 

development and zoning objectives for Carrickduff 
with section 6 detailing the conservation proposals. 

 
• 5.1 Population and Zoned Land 

• 5.2 Housing 
• 5.3 Retail and Commercial 

• 5.4 Employment and Economic Activity 

• 5.5 Community Facilities 
• 5.6 Education 

• 5.7 Childcare Facilities 
• 5.8 Amenity, Recreation and Open Space 

• 5.9 Tourism 
• 5.10 Town Centre 

• 5.11 Transportation and Infrastructure 

• 5.12 Flooding/ Climatic Factors 
• 5.13 Development Management Standards 

and Guidelines 
 

Population and Zoned Land 
 

The policy and objective under Population and 

Zoned Land proposes zoning and releasing lands for 
residential development. These complement 

environmental objective P1, providing for living and 

working environments with development occurring 

from the town centre outwards which will 
strengthen the town centre and reduce ribbon 

development.  This will help to reduce the visual 

impact of the plan implementation. A negative 
impact from this policy and objective is the use of 

greenfield sites for the proposed development 

expanding into pasture and coniferous forest to the 

north of the village which has the potential to 
impact on local habitats and wildlife corridors.  

Consequently it will impact on environmental 
objectives SG1 (brownfield development) and B1 

(habitats protection). 

 

Housing  

 
The housing policies provide greater detail and 

mitigate the negative impacts from the Zoned Land 
policy and objective. These policies lay out that infill 

and brownfield sites should be considered for 

residential development prior to greenfield sites.  
 

 
 

In addition, the provision for sequential 

development from the town centre outwards will aid 
the development of more sustainable transport for 

Carrickduff thereby indirectly improving air quality 

by reducing car use. This policy complements 

environmental objective SG1 “To maximise the 
sustainable re-use of brownfield sites and maximise 

the use of the existing built environment” and MA1 

“Development of a sustainable transportation 
infrastructure which reduces the need for travel and 

journey length”. 

 

The existing and future housing need policies 
positively impact on the quality of life requirements 

by providing for residential needs in Carrickduff and 

reducing the need to travel greater distances from 
home. Development on greenfield sites still arises 

and will conflict with environmental objective SG1. 
However the housing supply policy mentioned in 

the previous section will reduce the risk of 
greenfield development by ensuring brownfield 

sites are considered first for development. The re-

emphasis of sequential development from the town 
centre ensures a more sustainable travel pattern 

which will also improve air quality.  The last policy 
provides greater protection for non-designated 

ecological sites by ensuring the “demesne 
landscape, woodlands and river floodplains” are 

kept free of development. This policy is directed at 

protection of landscape but indirectly aids in 
protection of locally important habitats.  It will 

assist in reducing flood potential though avoidance 
of development in the floodplains.  

 
The Housing Objectives further complements the 

SEA objectives by ensuring infrastructure and 

community facilities required to support new 

residential developments are provided.  Residential 

planning and wildlife corridors (mature hedgerows, 
trees or stone walls) are maintained when 

development occurs on undeveloped sites. 
 

The Infill Housing and Development of Backlands 
policy encourages the use of backland and infill 

developments. This supports the SEA objectives 

SG1 “To maximise the sustainable re-use of 
brownfield sites and maximise the use of the 

existing built environment” and L1 “To protect 
views and prospects within the study area” as this 

policy encourages the use of the existing built 
environment and infrastructure and also requires 

any such development to be sympathetic to the 

existing built environment.  However, the policy 
does not ensure that developments on brownfield 

sites will protect waters during construction. 
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Retail and Commercial 
 

The retail and commercial policies and objectives 

relate to the provision of services necessary for 

existing and projected population, their standard 
and locations for such services. These policies and 

objectives are positive as they will improve the 

quality of life and provide services for the local 
population while being designed to provide safe, 

sustainable and convenient access. The objectives 

also enforce the policy on Infill Housing and 

Development of Backlands where developers will be 
encouraged to use infill land in the existing built 

infrastructure but remain sympathetic to the 

existing built environment. 
 

Employment and Economic Activity 
 

The employment and economic policies and 
objectives aim to provide for inward investment 

and employment opportunities in Carrickduff. These 

are positive with respect to quality of life by 
providing local employment for Carrickduff 

residents. However, to create this inward 
investment, Carlow County Council has zoned areas 

of land to the west of Carrickduff as Enterprise and 
Industry. These lands are shown as arable and 

pasture land in the Corine 2000 database and 

would be greenfield development sites. 
Development on greenfield sites should be 

cognisant of wildlife corridors and management of 
environmental emissions such as drainage and 

impact on nearby sensitive receptors. This is 
considered in a Plan objective which ensures that 

existing residential area and areas of sensitive 

environmental character should be safeguarded 

against inappropriate new or expanded employment 

uses. However, the Enterprise and Industry zoning 
abuts the cSAC boundary which would necessitate 

an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats 
Directive.  

 
Community Facilities/ Education/ Childcare Facilities 

 

The community facilities, education and childcare 
policies provide for education, health and social 

services and youth facilities. These policies all 
positively impact on quality of life issues and 

complement SEA objective P1 “To improve people’s 
quality of life based on high quality living 

environments, working and recreational facilities”.  

 
Amenity, Recreation and Open Space 

 
The amenity, recreation and open space policies are 

positive for quality of life issues and also provide for 

protection of visual impact.  

 

 

These policies complement SEA objective P1 “To 

improve people’s quality of life based on high 
quality living environments, working and 

recreational facilities” and L1 “To protect views and 

prospects within the study area”.  

 
The first objective is positive in provision of a good 

accessibility system for proposed recreational 

facilities and the requirement that the proposed 
facilities are compatible with the current landscape. 

These are positive for both development of a 

sustainable transport system and also for the 

protection of views and prospects. In addition, the 
third objective is aimed at improving the quality of 

recreational spaces, which will help improve quality 

of life. 
 

The second objective relates to the development of 
walking routes along the Rivers Slaney and Clody. 

This objective is positive in provision of recreational 
walking routes. However, both the Rivers Slaney 

and Clody are part of the River Slaney cSAC and 

construction of any such walking routes has the 
potential to temporarily negatively impact the 

cSAC.  
 

Tourism 
 

The tourism objectives and policies have the 

potential to impact on the cSAC, both temporarily 
and permanently. The provision of tourist activities 

and a pedestrian route can cause negative impacts 
on the cSAC during construction and operation. The 

Tourism objective does require that “Any proposed 
route will be subject to an ecological assessment” 

and any proposed tourism activity may be subject 

to an Appropriate Assessment.  This Plan objective 

supports environmental objective P1 (improve 

quality of life) and will also protect designated 
habitats (Environmental Objective B1). 

 
Town Centre 

 
The town centre policies are designed to ensure 

that developments and activities in the town centre 

are of a similar scale to the existing built 
infrastructure, similar architectural quality and 

maintain the existing streetscape. These policies 
assist in the protection of Carrickduff’s urban 

streetscape and support the SEA objective CH1 “To 
promote best practice in heritage conservation and 

management”. The provision of an integrated town 

centre with Bunclody will positively impact on SEA 
objective MA1 “Development of a sustainable 

transportation infrastructure which reduces the 
need for travel and journey length” indirectly 

improves ambient air quality by reducing the need 

to vehicular movement.  
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Transportation and Infrastructure 

 
The Movement and Access policies have been 

developed to assist vehicular movement through 

Carrickduff and Bunclody. In addition, an integrated 

traffic management plan is proposed with Wexford 
County Council to improve pedestrian and vehicular 

movements through the town. The Plan policies 

propose development of more sustainable 
transport, with less emphasis on private vehicles, 

positively impacting infrastructure and 

consequently an improvement in air quality.  

 
These will support SEA environmental objectives 

AC1 – Improve ambient air quality and assist in 

improving the quality of life for pedestrian and 
other road users (SEA objective P1). 

 
The Movement and Access objectives relate to the 

development of distributor roads with an option for 
a feasibility study of an inner relief road. Both these 

objectives have the potential to result in a loss of 

habitats due to the roads creation. It would be 
beneficial to ensure that all such developments 

have, as a minimum, an environmental report 
assessing the construction and operation of the 

road related impacts.  
 

The six Pedestrian Accessibility Policies and 

Objectives have been proposed in the Plan to 
address the balance between developments for 

vehicular and pedestrian movements. The policies 
and objective are all positive with respect to SEA 

objective P1 “To improve people’s quality of life 
based on high quality living environments, working 

and recreational facilities” by ensuring a safer, 

higher quality pedestrian access infrastructure 

which also provides for a more sustainable 

transport infrastructure, reducing dependence on 
private cars and consequently improving ambient 

air quality. 
 

The provision of car parking policy and objectives 
has been considered with respect to impact on the 

environment where drainage and visual impact are 

considered in the objectives. 
 

The Wastewater Treatment and Water Supply 
policies relate to the provision of Sustainable Urban 

Drainage Systems (SUDS) into larger 
developments, protection of groundwater and 

surface waters and water quality in the River 

Slaney. The SUDS policy and the groundwater/ 
surface water protection policy are significantly 

positive by ensuring that the correct drainage 
systems are in place, improving surface water run-

off and in affording protection to both water quality 

and consequently biodiversity.  

 

 

The third objective aimed at the River Slaney 

should specifically include the River Clody which is 
part of the cSAC but should also address specifically 

how the water quality will be protected and 

maintained.  The current WFD risk assessments 

have identified the River Slaney as at risk of not 
achieving good status, whilst the Clody River as 

possibly at risk of not achieving good status.  The 

council are committed to upgrading the wastewater 
treatment plant to cater for the increases in 

population over the lifetime of this Plan.  The 

upgrade will support environmental objectives W1 

(Maintain or improve the quality of surface waters), 
MA3 (Wastewater infrastructure), B1 (Conserve 

protected habitats) and B2 (Conserve the diversity 

of locally important habitats).  The upgraded 
wastewater treatment plant will discharge to meet 

the Urban Wastewater Regulations and due to the 
discharge into the cSAC, should also undergo an 

Appropriate Assessment to ensure there is no 
significant impact on the Rivers Slaney or Clody.  

 

The Flooding/Climatic Factors objective includes 
reference to the new planning and flood risk 

management guidelines to ensure all developments 
in Carrickduff are conducted in accordance with 

current best flood management practice. This is 
significantly positive in alleviating current periodic 

flooding problems in Carrickduff/ Bunclody and 

supports environmental objective W3 (Reduce the 
impact and occurrence of flooding). 

 

6.2.6 Section 6 Conservation Proposals 
 
Section 6 of the Plan provides for policies in relation 

to architectural, archaeological and natural 

heritage.  

 
The Architectural Heritage Policies relate to the 

protection awarded specifically to two proposed 

protected structures listed in the Carlow County 
Development Plan 2009-2015 and other buildings 

of architectural interest in Carrickduff. These 

policies assist in retaining and protecting the urban 

streetscape of Carrickduff and complement SEA 
objective CH1 “To promote best practice in heritage 

conservation and management”. While Carlow 
County Council does not propose to establish an 

Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) in 

Carrickduff, it is cognisant of the ACA in Bunclody 

and will, in its consideration of future developments 

in Carrickduff, take the Bunclody ACA into account. 
 

Similarly the Archaeological Heritage Polices apply 
similar consideration to SMRs in the Plan ensuring 

developments will not impact negatively on these 

sites and to encourage best practice in heritage 
management (SEA objective CH1) by increasing 

public awareness of these sites. 
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Carlow County Council proposes four Natural 

Heritage objectives relating to habitats, both 
designated and locally important. The cSAC and 

pNHA are afforded significant protection from 

European and national legislation respectively. 

However, in these objectives and throughout the 
plan, objectives are proposed to afford greater 

protection to locally important sites and habitat 

corridors. In addition, a significantly positive 
objective relates to the provision of riparian zones 

in undeveloped sections of the rivers, protecting 

both water quality and consequently natural 

heritage. There is no mention of the requirement 
for an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats 

Directive. 
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Section 7 

Mitigation  
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7. MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
 

7.1 Introduction 
 
Mitigation measures are required to 

eliminate/remediate/reduce significant negative 
environmental impacts. Based on the 

source/pathway/receptor concept where an 

environmental burden (e.g. water pollution, air 
pollution) can impact on a receptor e.g. human, 

water, biodiversity or landscape via particular 
pathways these significant impacts can be either 

mitigated at: 
 

• Source e.g. avoid the impacts at source 

• Pathway e.g. reduce the magnitude of the 
impact 

• Receptor e.g. compensate for the impact by 
providing an alternative  

 
 

7.2 Plan Specific Mitigation Measures 
 

A number of the International and National 

environmental policies, for example, the Habitats 

Directive, the Water Framework Directive, have 
listed appropriate mitigation measures to minimise 

the impacts on the environment.  Many of the 
mitigation measures, particularly for water will be 

driven by the Water Framework Directive and the 

requirement to meet good quality status by 2015. 
 

The Council has considered these policies and 
directives and has formulated a number of policies 

in the Plan to implement their requirements. The 
following sections lists policies contained in the Plan 

aimed at protecting environmental resources and to 

providing improved quality of life for residents of 
the county. Where it is considered that additional 

mitigation measures are warranted, these are also 
listed. 

 
Table 7.1: Carrickduff Local Area Plan Environmental Policies and Objectives 

 
Section Policy/ Objective 

Development 
Proposals 

Protect and enhance the town’s physical character and natural environment. 

Existing & Future 

Housing Policies 

To maintain the demesne landscape, woodlands and river floodplains free 
from development such that the special landscape character and visual 

context of the town is protected. 

Housing Objectives 
Ensure any mature hedgerow, trees or old stone walls are retained insofar as 

possible in new developments. 

Infill Housing & 
Backland 

Development Policy 

To encourage infill housing & backland developments on appropriate sites 

where the proposals respect the existing scale and character of the area. 

Amenity, 

Recreational & 

Open Space 
Policies 

To secure the protection of significant views into and out of the settlement 

through the strict control of development on the urban fringe with particular 

regard to the vistas formed by historic street patterns, traditional building 
alignments and that of Mount Leinster. 

Amenity, 
Recreational & 

Open Space 

Objectives 

Ensure that proposals for new recreational facilities provide good accessibility 
to local residents, pedestrians, cyclists and those affected by reduced mobility 

and do not detract from the character of the surrounding area, particularly 

residential areas. 

Town Centre 
Policies 

Encourage amenity and environmental improvements in the town centre, so 
as to reinforce and enhance the special townscape of Bunclody. 

Encourage sustainable and environmentally friendly drainage systems such as 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) into larger developments. 

Wastewater 

Treatment & Water 

Supply Policies 

Protect existing groundwater aquifers and surface waters from pollution. 
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Section Policy/ Objective 

Protect the water quality of the River Slaney and ensure that the water 

quality of the river is maintained at a satisfactory level in accordance with the 
EU Water Framework Directive and EU Directive Number 78/659 that lists the 

river as a salmonid river. 

Wastewater 

Treatment & Water 
Supply Objectives 

Co-operate with Wexford County Council for the upgrade to the existing 
wastewater treatment plant by an additional 4,500 PE by late 2010. 

Flooding/Climatic 

Factors Policies 

Ensure that development should not itself be subject to an inappropriate risk 
of flooding nor should it cause or exacerbate such a risk at other locations. 

Developers and the planning authority will have to have regard to the new 

government guidelines for planning authorities ‘The Planning System and 
Flood Risk Management’, September 2008 in regard to any new development. 

Preserve the integrity and features of Protected Structures as set out in the 
draft Carlow County Development Plan 2009-2015 by and the DOEHLG’s 

guidelines on Architectural Heritage Protection. 

Protected 
Structures Policies 

Promote the maintenance and appropriate reuse of Protected Structures and 

older buildings of architectural heritage merit that make a positive 
contribution to the character, appearance and quality of local streetscapes 

and the sustainable development of the County and Town. 

Have regard to the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) & Sites & 

Monuments Record (SMR), when dealing with planning applications for 

development or threats to recorded items. 

Ensure development shall be controlled in the vicinity of a recorded feature 
where it detracts from the setting of the feature or where it is a feature 

seriously injurious to its cultural or educational value. In all such cases the 
Councils shall consult with the National Monuments Section of the Department 

of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG). 

Archaeological 

heritage Policies 

Promote public awareness of the rich archaeological heritage in the area. 

Protect the character, appearance and quality of the habitats and seminatural 

features in Bunclody/Carrickduff Local Area Plans such as woodlands, 
hedgerows, wetlands and artificial waterways of historic or ecological 

importance. 

Protect the sites identified as the candidate Special Areas of Conservation and 

the proposed Natural Heritage Area as identified. 

To protect riparian zones in undeveloped sections of the river by maintaining 
an adequate buffer zone (minimum 5-10 m back from the riverbank) along all 

watercourses, with no infilling or removal of vegetation within these buffer 

zones. 

Natural Heritage 

Objectives 

To encourage potential developers to consult with relevant agencies as early 

as possible to ensure that heritage concerns are considered early in the 
planning process and so that the final planning application can be 

appropriately informed. 
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8. MONITORING PROGRAMME 
 
 

8.1 Introduction 
 

Under Article 10 and Section (i) of Schedule 2B of 

the SEA Regulations, monitoring is required in order 
to identify at an early stage any unforeseen 

adverse effects caused by the Plan. This allows 
remedial action to be taken. Monitoring prevents 

the actual impacts of the Plan to be measured 

against those that were predicted.  It allows major 
problems to be identified and dealt with in a timely 

fashion, and environmental baseline information to 
be gathered for future Plan reviews.  It also 

ensures that proposed mitigation measures are 
carried out and that no unforeseen impacts occur 

(Therivel, 2004).  

 
The methodology used in the development of the 

monitoring programme for the Development Plan 
for Carrickduff is based on the use of indicators and 

targets, the assignment of responsibilities and the 
setting of appropriate time lines. It also includes 

intervention in the event of an unforeseen 

occurrence.    

 

 

8.2 Monitoring Programme 
 

Monitoring will focus on aspects of the environment 
that are likely to be significantly impacted by the 

Plan. Indicators and targets have been identified for 

the main environmental issues in Carrickduff. 
 

The indicators chosen are at a level, which is 

relevant to the Plan, and are collated and reported 

on by a variety of Government Agencies, such as 
EPA, OPW, National Parks and Wildlife Services and 

different sections within Carlow County Council.   

 
Much of the indicator information required is 

already being actively collected and reported at a 

level sufficient to meet the needs of this Plan.  The 

frequency of monitoring is set by relevant 
legislation.   

 
 

8.3 Responsibilities 
 

Carlow County Council will be responsible for the 
implementation of the monitoring programme in 

relation to the Plan. 
 

 
 

8.4 Sources of information 
 

Monitoring will focus on aspects of the environment 
that are likely to be significantly impacted by the 

Plan. Indicators and targets have been identified for 
the main environmental issues in the study area, 

namely water, biodiversity, cultural heritage and 
landscape The indicators chosen are at a level, 

which is relevant to the Plan, and are collated and 

reported on by a variety of Government Agencies, 
such as EPA, OPW, the River Basin Management 

Districts, National Parks and Wildlife Services and 
different sections within Carlow County Council.   

 
In Table 8.1 the format for the monitoring 

programme for this Plan is detailed in relation to 

relevant indicators, targets and frequency of 
monitoring, point at which additional action may be 

required and what type of intervention is required if 
a problem is identified.   

 
Based on the information above it can be seen that 

all of the indicator information required is already 

being actively collected and reported at a level 
sufficient to meet the needs of this Plan.  The 

frequency of monitoring is set, the point at which 
additional action and its form are also detailed.  

 
 

8.5 Frequency of Reporting 
 

The minimum requirement for overall SEA reporting 
would be every 2 years, in parallel with the review 

period of the Plan. However it is recommended that 

the Carlow County Council carry out a mid-term 

review of performance against SEA Objectives.  
This would occur in 2009 and would use information 

in the most recent information from the EPA State 

of the Environment Report.  It is further 
recommended that reporting on the overall 

monitoring of the Plan is made to the EPA SEA 
Section.  
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Table 8.1: Monitoring Programme  
 

Objectives Target Indicator 
Responsible 

Authority 

Biodiversity 

Objective B1 
To conserve protected 

habitats and species as per 
European and national 

legislation 
 

Targets B1 
No loss of protected habitats and 

species during the lifetime of the 
LAP.  

Raise public awareness of invasive 
species and address international 

applications. 

 

Indicator B1 
Percentage of unique 

habitats and species lost in 
designated sites  

Number and types of 
invasive species identified 

during the lifetime of the 

LAP in the study area. 
 

Provision of Article 6 
assessments with 

developments proposed for 
sites overlying or 

potentially impacting 

Natura 2000 sites in study 
area. 

 

CCC 

Objective B2 

To conserve the diversity of 
locally important habitats 

and species  

 

 

 

Targets B2 

Identification and inclusion of 
important non-designated sites in 

study area in proposed CCC 

biodiversity study. 

 

Indicators B2 

Percentage of unique 
habitats and species lost in 

non-designated sites 

through trending of annual/ 

bi-annual habitat surveys. 

Inclusion of bio-diversity 
assessment with planning 

applications. 
 

 

CCC 

Population 

Objective P1 

To improve people’s quality 

of life based on high quality 

living environments, 

working and recreational 
facilities 

 
 

Targets P1 

Increase in the number of green 

spaces available to the public. 

Increase in the number of 

community, recreational and 
educational facilities opened 

during the lifetime of the Plan. 
 

Indicator P1 

Increase in green spaces, 

community facilities, 

education facilities and 
recreational facilities 

available to the population 
 

CCC 

Objective P2 

To provide a sufficient 
drinking water supply 

appropriate for future 

population increases. 
 

Targets P2 

Sufficient drinking water is 

available for all the population. 
Implement the Water Supply Plan 

as per the Water Services 
National Investment Programme. 

 

Indicators P2 
Number of water shortage 

notices. 
Compliance with drinking 

water legislation. 

 

 

 

CCC 
 

EPA 
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Soils and Geology 

Objective SG1 

To maximise the 

sustainable re-use of 

brownfield sites and 
maximise the use of the 

existing built environment 

Targets SG1 

Specified percentage of new 

applications granted to be on 

brownfield sites 

Indicators SG1 

Percentage of new 

developments on 

brownfield sites  

CCC 

Water 

Objective W1 

Maintain or improve the 

quality of surface water to 
status objectives as set out 

in the Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) 

Targets W1 

Improvement or at least no 

deterioration in surface water 
quality by 2015 

 

Indicators W1 

Changes in receiving water 

quality as identified during 
water quality monitoring for 

the River Basin 
Management Plan 

conducted by CCC and the 

EPA 

 

ERBD 

Objective W2 
Maintain or improve the 

Biotic Quality Rating (Q 
Value) of surface waters 

 
 

Target W2  
To achieve a Q Rating of 4 as per 

the WFD ‘good’ quality status by 
2015. 

 

Indicators W2 
Biotic quality rating of river 

waters at EPA monitoring 
locations 

 

EPA 
 

CCC 

Objective W3 
To reduce the impact and 

occurrence of flooding  

Target W3 
Planning permissions for 

developments in flood risk areas 

must satisfy draft Planning and 

Flood Risk Guidelines 

 

Indicators W3 
Number of flood events 

Number of planning 

permissions granted over 

the lifetime of the Plan in 

flood risk areas 
 

CCC 

Objective W4 
Prevent pollution of 

groundwater 

 

Target W4 
Improvement or at least no 

deterioration in groundwater 

quality over the lifetime of this 

Plan 

Indicators W4 
Changes in groundwater 

quality as identified in 

monitoring programmes for 

the River Basin 

Management Plan 
conducted by CCC and the 

EPA 

CCC 
 

EPA 

Material Assets 

Objective MA1 
Development of a 

sustainable transportation 
infrastructure which 

reduces the need for travel 

and journey length 

 

 

Target MA1 
Reduce the number of private 

vehicles on the road. 
Increase use of public transport. 

 

Indicator MA1 
Number of private cars on 

road as a percentage of 
AADT. 

 

CCC 
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Objective MA2 
Minimise waste production 

and introduce sustainable 

waste management 

practices 

 
 

 

Target MA2 
Production in the quantities of 

waste sent to landfill. 

 

Increase in the quantities of waste 

sent for recycling. 
 

Indicator MA2 
Quantity of household 

waste sent to landfill  

 

Quantity of household 

waste sent for recycling 
 

CCC 

Objective MA3  

Wastewater infrastructure 
to provided for new 

developments. 

 
 

 

Target MA3 

Provision and upgrade to provide 
adequate wastewater 

infrastructure based on existing 

and forecasted population 
demands 

 

Indicator MA3 

Upgrade of wastewater 
treatment capacity to meet 

population requirements 

 

WCC 

 
CCC 

Objective MA4 

Provision of sufficient 
quantities of potable water 

Target MA4 

New drinking water resource 

Indicator MA4 

Identification of new 
drinking water supplies for 

Carrcikduff 

CCC 

Air and Climate 

Objective AC1 

Minimise greenhouse gas 

emissions to meet National 

and International standards 
 

 

 

Target AC1 

Increased use of public transport. 

 

Increase numbers of cycle lanes 
and pedestrian routes in the study 

area. 

 

Indicator AC1 

Use of public transport and 

provision of cycle lanes and 

walking routes 
 

CCC 

Objective AC2 

To improve ambient air 
quality  

 
 

Target AC2 

To establish air quality baseline 
and ensure air quality does not 

deteriorate 
 

Indicator AC2 

Air quality indicators 
 

EPA 

 
CCC 

Objective AC3 

Building Energy Regulations 

considered for new 
developments 

 

Target AC3 

Increase in the number of energy 

audits conducted on existing 
facilities and new homes 

Indicator AC3 

Number of energy audits 

conducted for local 
authority owned dwellings 

and buildings 

CCC 

Cultural Heritage 

Objective CH1 
To promote best practice in 

heritage conservation and 

management 
 

Target CH2 
No unauthorised developments 

permitted over the lifetime of the 

LAP which will result in the loss or 
partial loss of protected structures 

or sites of archaeological 
importance. 

 
Ensure that all planning 

applications that might have an 

impact on heritage are referred to 
the DoEHLG for comment and that 

their recommendations are 
adhered to. 

Use of National Heritage Plan 
(2002) in setting archaeological 

policies and principles. 

 

Indicator CH1 
Number of unauthorised 

developments permitted 

over the lifetime of the Plan 
which resulted in the loss 

or partial loss of protected 
structures or sites of 

archaeological status. 
 

CCC 



Section 8   Carlow County Council 
SEA Non-technical Report for the  

  Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009 - 2015  

Q:/CE08/120/05/Reports/Rpt009-0  Page 36 of 41 

Objective CH2 
To identify and protect 

archaeological features 

Target CH3 
No unauthorised developments 

permitted during the lifetime of 

the Plan which could result in 

damage to archaeological 

features.  
 

Review of the annual Excavations 
Bulletin for archaeological 

potential in study area. 

 

Use of “Framework and Principles 

for the Protection of 
Archaeological Heritage” 

Department of Arts Heritage 
Gaeltacht and the Islands. 

Indicator CH3 
Number of unauthorised 

developments permitted 

which result in the loss or 

damage to archaeological 

features. 
 

CCC 

Landscape 

Objective L1 

To protect views and 

prospects within the study 

area. 

Target L1 

No significant disruption of 

designated views and prospects. 

 

Indicator L1 
Number of developments 

located within the 

designated views and 
prospects as identified in 

the LCA. 

CCC 

Objective L2 

Identify suitable building 
designs that will enhance 

the character and existing 
streetscape in the town 

Target L2 
Developments to enhance the 

existing streetscape in Carrickduff 

Indicator L2 

Number of new 
developments constructed 

within the lifetime of the 
Plan 

CCC 
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Section 9 

Inclusion of Environmental Considerations to the Plan 
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9. INCLUSION OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSIDERATIONS IN THE 

PLAN 
 

The SEA process can be broken down into a number 
of steps where outputs from the SEA inform the 

Plan development.  At each stage of the process, 
the impacts of the Plan on the environment and the 

public is assessed and where the Plan may conflict 
with the environmental objectives, mitigation 

measures are proposed.  The mitigation measures 

are predominately in the form of an amendment to 
or the addition of an objective in the Plan.   

 
The Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-2015 was 

assessed during the following phases:  
 

• Scoping – consultation with the statutory 

consultees and non statutory consultees 

• Evaluation of pre-release draft Plan  

• Evaluation of draft Plan objectives and policies 
(included in environmental report) 

• Evaluation of proposed variations to the draft 
Plan 

• Evaluation of amendments to the draft Plan. 

 

 

9.1 Scoping 
 
As described in Chapter 6 of the SEA Environmental 

Report, scoping consultation was held with the SEA 

statutory consultees and the relevant stakeholders 

identified by Carlow County Council. 

 
Responses were received from the statutory 

consultees and submissions were addressed in the 
draft Plan. Table 9.1 of this report illustrates where 

consultees comments and submissions were 

incorporated into the Plans policies and objectives. 

 

 
9.2 Evaluation of Pre-release draft 

Plan 
 
The Plan was reviewed by FTC during preparation 

and in late January 2009 prior to release. 

 
The following issues were identified by FTC and 

discussed with Carlow County Council for inclusion 
in the Plan, 

 
• Flooding  

• Architectural heritage 
• Traffic management 

• Biodiversity and the River Slaney River 

Valley cSAC 

• Landscape 

• Cultural heritage protection. 
 

 

9.3 Evaluation of draft Plan 
objectives and policies  

 

The draft Plan released in February 2009 for the 
first public consultation phase was assessed in the 

initial SEA Environmental Report. Section 10.2 of 

the SEA Environmental Report released with the 
draft Plan assessed the draft policies and objectives 

and formulated mitigation measures for the draft 
Plan. This assessment considered the impact, if 

any, of the Development Plan on the environmental 
objectives. Impacts were described as short-term, 

long term, positive or negative, significant or not 

significant. The assessment tables were appended 
to the SEA Environmental Report. 

 

 

9.4 Evaluation of submissions and 
observations to the plan 

 

A total of seventeen submissions were received 

during the first consultation period when the draft 

Plan and SEA reports were on display from the 17 
February to 30 March 2009. Submissions on the 

draft Plan and the Environmental Report were 
received from the public and statutory bodies 

including the Department of the Environment, 
Heritage and Local Government and Environmental 

Protection Agency.  

 
FTC assessed the submissions made on the Plan 

after the first consultation period and prepared a 
report for Carlow County Council. 
 
 

9.5 Evaluation of proposed variations 
to the plan 

 

A Managers Report on the submissions received 
during the first public consultation was prepared on 

the 31 March 2009. The Manager’s Report included 

recommendations on amendments to the draft 

Plan. The Managers report was assessed by FTC 

and a report was prepared for Carlow County 
Council on the submissions received. The 

assessment undertaken identified any amendments 
that could significantly impact on the environmental 

objectives. The assessment is contained in a report 

prepared by FTC entitled “Strategic Environmental 

Assessment of the Proposed Variations to the draft 

Carrickduff Local Area Plan 2009-2013”. 
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The Managers Report and SEA report on the 

amendments were reviewed by the elected 
members and released for the second consultation 

phase on 21 April 2009. 

 

 

9.6 Evaluation of amendments to the 
plan following second public 

consultation 
 

Following from the second consultation stage, there 

were no further changes to the Plan which required 
SEA. 

 

At this stage, the SEA report was finalised 

incorporating changes resulting from submissions 
made by the EPA during the first consultation phase 

and the changes to the draft Plan through the plan 

making process.  
 

Table 9.1 overleaf details where the SEA process 

informed the plans and policies.  

 

Table 9.1: Development Plan Policies and objectives informed by SEA process 

 

Identified Relevant Plan Policy/ Objective 

Provision of adequate drinking water supply and 

wastewater treatment infrastructure. Zoning for 

development should be linked to the availability of 
both. You should the review the EPA’s remedial action 
list.  

 

The Plan should include, where applicable, specific 

objectives for the improvement of water supplies in 
the Plan area, where these water supplies are included 
on the EPA’s Remedial Action List.  

Plan reference 5.11 Transport and 

Infrastructure 

Wastewater Treatment & Water Supply 
Objectives 

Co-operate with Wexford County Council for the 
upgrade the existing wastewater treatment plant by 
an additional 4,500 PE by late 2010. 

 

The water supply for Carrickduff/ Bunclody is not on 
the EPA’s remedial action list. 

Integration of the Plan with the Objectives of the Draft 

South Eastern River Basin District Management Plan 

and Programme of Measures in terms of protection of 
all local water resources. 

Plan reference 5.11 Transport and 
Infrastructure 

Wastewater Treatment & Water Supply Policies 

Protect the water quality of the River Slaney and 
ensure that the water quality of the river is 

maintained at a satisfactory level in accordance with 

the EU Water Framework Directive and EU Directive 
Number 78/659 that lists the river as a salmonid 
river. 

The potential impacts of the Plan on surface water 

drainage and effluent discharges 

Plan reference 5.11 Transport and 

Infrastructure 

Wastewater Treatment & Water Supply Policies 

Encourage sustainable and environmentally friendly 

drainage systems such as Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems (SUDS) into larger developments. 

In the absence of a Flood Risk Management Plan for 
the area, a precautionary approach, incorporating 

appropriate zoning and flood risk assessments, is 

suggested with regard to development proposals. 
Potential increased flooding risk resulting form 
changed use patterns and climate change 

Plan reference 5.12 Flooding/ Climate Factors 

Flooding/Climatic Factors Policies 

Ensure that development should not itself be subject 

to an inappropriate risk of flooding nor should it cause 
or exacerbate such a risk at other locations. 

Developers and the planning authority will have to 
have regard to the new government guidelines for 

planning authorities ‘The Planning System and Flood 
Risk Management’, September 2008 in regard to any 
new development. 
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Identified Relevant Plan Policy/ Objective 

Protection of groundwater resources. A groundwater 

protection scheme for the area should be considered. 

Plan reference 5.11 Transport and 

Infrastructure 

Wastewater Treatment & Water Supply Policies 

Protect existing groundwater aquifers and surface 
waters from pollution 

Protection of designated biodiversity and habitats. You 

should also consult with the National Parks and Wildlife 
Service with regard to screening of the proposed Plan 
for Appropriate Assessment. 

 

Protection and enhancement of non-designated 

biodiversity and ecological networks (woodland, trees, 
hedgerows etc.). A policy for development by 

consolidation of the urban parts of the Plan area, e.g. 
through brownfield, renovation and infill development 

should be considered. The Designation of Tree 

Preservation Orders should be considered. 

Plan reference 6.5 Natural Heritage 

Natural Heritage Objectives 

Protect the sites identified as the candidate Special 

Areas of Conservation and the proposed Natural 
Heritage Area as identified. 

 

Protect the character, appearance and quality of the 
habitats and seminatural features in 

Bunclody/Carrickduff Local Area Plans such as 

woodlands, hedgerows, wetlands and artificial 
waterways of historic or ecological importance. 

There may be a considerable variety of architectural 

elements which should be considered in new forms of 
development and should be considered in the SEA. 

 

There is an opportunity in a development plan for 
increased recognition of architectural heritage 
providing an inherent sense of identity for Carrickduff. 

 

The LAP provides an opportunity to put forward 
practical measures to protect and enhance Carrickduffs 
architectural heritage. 

 

Plan reference 6.2 Architectural Heritage 

Protected Structures Policies 

Preserve the integrity and features of Protected 

Structures as set out in the draft Carlow County 

Development Plan 2009-2015 by and the DOEHLG’s 
guidelines on Architectural Heritage Protection. 

 

Promote the maintenance and appropriate reuse of 

Protected Structures and older buildings of 
architectural heritage merit that make a positive 

contribution to the character, appearance and quality 

of local streetscapes and the sustainable development 
of the County and Town. 

 

The 1992 Valletta Convention requires that 

archaeological issues are considered at all stages of 
the planning and development process. 

 

The “Framework and Principles for the Protection of 

Archaeological Heritage” (1999) should be used and 
applied by all bodies during the planning and 

development process 

Drafts of all County and Local area plans should be 
forwarded for archaeological comment. 

 

Any potential impacts on archaeological heritage 
should be subject to full archaeological assessment. 

 

Liaison between the local authority and the National 
Monuments Section should occur during drafting of 
any archaeological content of the draft plan. 

 

Plan reference 6.4 Architectural Heritage 

Archaeological Heritage Policies  

Have regard to the Record of Monuments and Places 
(RMP) & Sites & Monuments Record (SMR), when 

dealing with planning applications for development or 
threats to recorded items. 

 

Ensure development shall be controlled in the vicinity 
of a recorded feature where it detracts from the 

setting of the feature or where it is a feature seriously 
injurious to its cultural or educational value. In all 

such cases the Councils shall consult with the National 

Monuments Section of the Department of 

Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
(DoEHLG). 

 

Promote public awareness of the rich archaeological 
heritage in the area. 
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Identified Relevant Plan Policy/ Objective 

Protection of views and prospects. Consider the 

requirement for visual impact assessment in visually 
sensitive areas. 

 

Plan reference 5.2 Housing 

Existing & Future Housing Policies 

To maintain the demesne landscape, woodlands and 

river floodplains free from development such that the 

special landscape character and visual context of the 
town is protected. 

Air quality and climate. The Plan should include 

measures to promote (and provide, where 
appropriate) sustainable modes of transport, energy 

supplies and traffic management. 

Plan reference 5.11 Transport and 
Infrastructure 

Movement and Access Policies 

 

Develop an integrated system of transport for the 
wider area involving road, bus, cycling and walking. 

 
Encourage the development of a safe and efficient 

movement and accessibility network that will cater for 
the needs of all users and to encourage priority for 

town centre access, walking and cycling, public 

transport provision and accident reduction. 
 

Promote local access routes and pedestrian 
movement corridors that encourage a strong network 

of linkages and enhanced permeability as displayed 

 
 
 




