
 

 

 

APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING REPORT FOR 

THE COUNTY CARLOW LOCAL ECONOMIC AND 

COMMUNITY PLAN 2016 - 2021 

 

CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2016 

 

 

 



LE15/120/06/Rpt004   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING REPORT FOR 
THE COUNTY CARLOW LOCAL ECONOMIC AND 
COMMUNITY PLAN 2016 - 2021 
 
 
CARLOW COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 

User is Responsible for Checking the Revision Status of This Document 
 
Rev. 
Nr. 

Description of 
Changes 

Prepared by: Checked by: Approved by: Date: 

0 Issue to Client  SMcA/JK/MG TPR TPR 03/02/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
Client: Carlow County Council 
 
 
Keywords:  Appropriate Assessment Screening Report, Strategic environmental assessment, 

Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 2016, Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, 
European sites 

 
 
Abstract:  This document comprises the Stage One Screening Report of the adopted County 

Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-2021.  Appropriate Assessment is 
required under Article 6 (3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive for any project or plan 
that may give rise to significant effects on a European Site.   

 
 
 



 

LE15/120/06/Rpt004-0  i/ii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
PAGE 

 

1 INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS .......................................................................................... 1 

1.2 REGULATORY CONTEXT ................................................................................................. 2 

2 METHODOLOGY FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT .................................................. 3 

2.1 APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY ....................................................................... 3 

2.2 IMPACT ASSESSMENT ................................................................................................. 3 

3 STAGE ONE – SCREENING OF THE DRAFT CARLOW COUNTY LOCAL ECONOMIC AND 

COMMUNITY PLAN .................................................................................................. 5 

3.1 DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAFT LECP ................................................................................... 5 

3.2 PURPOSE OF THE PLAN .................................................................................................. 7 

3.3 RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER RELEVANT PLANS AND PROGRAMMES ............................................... 7 

3.4 MANAGEMENT OF NATURA 2000 SITES .............................................................................. 7 

3.5 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE EUROPEAN SITES ...................................................................... 7 

3.6 CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES ......................................................................................... 18 

3.7 SCREENING ASSESSMENT CRITERIA ................................................................................ 19 

3.8 STAGE ONE SCREENING CONCLUSION ............................................................................. 22 

3.9 FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS REPORT .................................................................. 22 

4 AA SCREENING DETERMINATION OF THE CARLOW COUNTY LOCAL ECONOMIC AND 

COMMUNITY PLAN 2016-2021 .............................................................................. 24 

4.1 CONSULTATION ........................................................................................................ 24 

4.2 POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF ACTIONS ................................................................................... 25 

4.3 REVISIONS TO DRAFT LECP FOLLOWING CONSULTATION ....................................................... 25 

4.4 APPRAISAL OF INITIAL AA SCREENING DETERMINATION WITH RESPECT TO LECP REVISIONS ............. 27 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES  
 

Appendix 1: NPWS Site Synopses 

 

 

  



 

LE15/120/06/Rpt004-0  ii/ii 

LIST OF FIGURES 
PAGE 

 

FIGURE 1: SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS AND SPECIAL AREAS OF CONSERVATION WITHIN 15KM OF CARLOW 

COUNTY BOUNDARY ................................................................................................ 9 

FIGURE 2: SPECIAL PROTECTION AREAS AND SPECIAL AREAS OF CONSERVATION HYDROLOGICALLY LINKED TO 

CARLOW COUNTY ................................................................................................. 10 

 

 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 
 

TABLE 1: DRAFT LECP THEMES, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ................................................................. 5 

TABLE 2: EUROPEAN SITES IN COUNTY CARLOW AND THEIR QUALIFYING INTERESTS ................................ 11 

TABLE 3: EUROPEAN SITES WITHIN 15KM OF THE BOUNDARY OF COUNTY CARLOW AND THEIR QUALIFYING 

INTERESTS ........................................................................................................... 12 

TABLE 4: EUROPEAN SITES THAT OCCUR BEYOND 15KM BUT ARE HYDROLOGICALLY LINKED TO THE PLAN AREA AND 

THEIR QUALIFYING INTERESTS .................................................................................... 14 

TABLE 5: ASSESSMENT OF THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF THE PLAN EITHER ALONE OR IN COMBINATION WITH OTHER 

PLANS OR PROJECTS ON EUROPEAN SITES ...................................................................... 20 

TABLE 6: LECP THEMES, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ........................................................................ 25 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Section 1  Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
for the County Carlow Local Economic and 

Community Plan 2016-2021 
 

LE15/120/06/Rpt004-0  Page 1 of 27 

1 INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Carlow County Council commissioned Fehily Timoney & Company (FT) to prepare an Appropriate Assessment 

Screening Report to evaluate the impact of the County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 
2016-2021 on European sites (Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation).  
 
The draft Plan and AA Screening report of the draft Plan were issued for public consultation on 22 December 
2015. The reports were provided to several statutory bodies including the Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Government (DoECLG). The initial AA screening determination of the draft LECP is 

provided in Section 3 of this report. This screening was assessed with respect to the changes to the draft 
LECP prior to being adopted, the consultation carried out and discussed in Section 4 of this report.  
 
 
Requirement for Appropriate Assessment Screening 
 
In compliance with the provisions of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, in circumstances where a proposed 

plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on a European (or a Natura 2000) site, either individually 
or in combination with other plans or projects, an Appropriate Assessment (AA) must be undertaken by the 
competent authority, of the implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives.  
 
European sites comprise both Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds and Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs) for habitats and species. The Habitats Directive formed a basis for the designation of SACs.  Similarly, 
SPAs are legislated for under the Birds Directive. In general terms, European sites are considered to be of 

exceptional importance in terms of rare, endangered or vulnerable habitats and species within the European 
Community. 
 
Article 6 of the Habitats Directive envisages a two-stage process. Screening for Appropriate Assessment is 
the first stage of the AA process (Stage One), in which the possibility of there being a significant effect on a 
European site is considered. Plans or projects that have no appreciable effect on a European site are thereby 

excluded, or screened out, at this stage of the process. Where screening concludes that there is the potential 
for significant effects, then it is necessary to carry out an AA (Stage Two) for the purposes of Article 6(3), 
and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is produced. The NIS, which forms the basis of the AA, considers the 

impact of a project or plan on the integrity of a European site and on its conservation objectives, and where 
necessary, draws up mitigation measures to avoid/minimise negative impacts. 
 
The competent authority, in this case Carlow County Council, in carrying out an AA, is required to make an 

examination, analysis, evaluation, findings, conclusions and a final determination as to whether or not the 
proposed development would adversely affect the integrity of the relevant European site in view of its 
conservation objectives.  
 
 
 

1.1 Legislative Requirements 
 
The requirements for an AA are set out in the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.  Articles 6(3) and 6(4) of this 
Directive state: 
 
6(3) Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site (Natura 2000 

sites) but likely to have significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or 
projects, shall be subject to Appropriate Assessment of its implications for the site in view of the sites 
conservation objectives.  
 
In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions 
of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having 

obtained the opinion of the general public.  
 
6(4) If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of alternative 
solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest, including those of social or economic nature, the Member State shall take all compensatory measures 
necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected.  
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It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.  Where the site concerned hosts a 
priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species the only considerations which may be raised are those 
relating to human health or public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the 
environment or, further to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public 
interest. 

 
The statutory agency responsible for European sites is the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DAHG). In December 2009 ‘Appropriate Assessment of Plans 
and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities, Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government’ was published (DoEHLG, 2009). This guidance document was prepared jointly by the NPWS 
and Planning Divisions of DoEHLG (now DAHG), with input from local authorities. Previously, in 2001, the 
European Commission issued a guidance document.  

 
 
 

1.2 Regulatory Context 
 

In 1997, the Habitats Directive was transposed into Irish National Law by the European Communities (Natural 
Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997 (as amended by S.I. 233/1998 & S.I. 378/2005). The European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. 477/2011) revoked the 1997 Regulations 
(and amendments) as well as the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) (Control of Recreational 
Activities) Regulations 2010. The purpose of the 2011 Regulations was to address transposition failures 
identified in the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) judgements. Following additional amendments 
in 2013 (S.I. 499/2013) and 2015 (S.I. 355/2015) the regulations are now cited as the European Communities 

(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 to 2015. 
 
The Regulations have been prepared to address several judgments of the CJEU against Ireland, notably cases 
C-418/04 (Commission v Ireland) and C-183/05 (Commission v Ireland), in respect of failure to 
transpose elements of the Birds Directive and the Habitats Directive into Irish law. 
 

 
 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1998/en/si/0233.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2005/en/si/0378.html
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2 METHODOLOGY FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
 
 

2.1 Appropriate Assessment Methodology 
 
The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures to be 
addressed in the AA process.  Firstly, a plan should aim to avoid any negative impacts on European sites by 
identifying possible impacts early in the plan, and should prepare the plan in order to avoid such impacts.  
 

There are four stages in an AA, as outlined in the European Commission Guidance document (2001).  The 
following is a brief summary of these steps. 
 

 Stage One - Screening: This stage examines the likely effects of a project or plan either alone or in 
combination with other projects or plans upon a European Site and considers whether it can be 

objectively concluded that these effects will not be significant. 
 Stage Two - Appropriate Assessment: In this stage, the impact of the project or plan on the integrity 

of the European site is considered with respect to the conservation objectives of the site and to its 
structure and function.  Mitigation measures should be applied to the point where no adverse impacts 
on the site(s) remain.  

 Stage Three - Assessment of Alternative Solutions: Should the Appropriate Assessment determine 

that adverse impacts are likely upon a European site, this stage examines alternative ways of 
implementing the plan that, where possible, avoid these adverse impacts.  

 Stage Four - Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts remain: 
Where imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) exist, an assessment to consider 
whether compensatory measures will or will not effectively offset the damage to the Natura site will 

be necessary.  European case law highlights that consideration must be given to alternatives in 
carrying out the IROPI test.  It is a rigorous test which projects or plans are generally considered 
unlikely to pass. 

 
 
In the preparation of this assessment therefore regard has been given to the Habitats Directive and the 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, and with reference to the relevant 

guidance, in particular: 
 

 Assessment of Plans and Projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological guidance 
on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission 
2001. 

 Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats Directive’ 92/43/EEC, 

European Commission, 2000. 
 Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities.  National 

Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin 
2009.  

 Habitats Regulations Appraisal of Plans: Guidance for Plan-making bodies in Scotland (2015). 
 Guidance on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC – Clarification of the Concepts of: 

Alternative Solutions, Imperative reasons of Overriding Public Interest, Compensatory Measures, 

Overall coherence, Opinion of the Commission. European Commission (2007). 
 Appropriate Assessment of Plans. Scott Wilson, Levett-Therivel sustainability Consultants, Treweek 

Environmental Consultants and Land Use Consultants (2006). 

 
 
 

2.2 Impact Assessment 
 
The first step in the screening process is to develop a list of European sites potentially affected by the proposed 
development.  Each European site is reviewed to establish whether or not the proposed development is likely 
to have a significant effect on the integrity of the site, as defined by its structure and function, and its 
conservation objectives.   
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The qualifying interests of each European site are identified and the potential threats are summarised into 
the following categories for the screening process, and described within the screening matrix as follows:  
 

 Direct impacts refer to habitat loss or fragmentation arising from land-take requirements for 

development or agricultural purposes.  Direct impacts can be as a result of a change in land use or 
management, such as the removal of agricultural practices that prevent scrub encroachment. 

 Indirect and secondary impacts do not have a straight-line route between cause and effect, and it is 
potentially more challenging to ensure that all the possible indirect impacts of the plan (or project) – 
in combination with other plans and projects - have been established.  These can arise when a 
development alters the hydrology of a catchment area, which in turn affects the movement of 

groundwater to a site, and the qualifying interests that rely on the maintenance of water levels.  
Deterioration in water quality can occur as both an indirect or direct consequence of development, 
which in turn changes the aquatic environment and reduces its capacity to support certain plants and 
animals.  The introduction of invasive species can also be defined as an indirect impact, which results 
in increased movement of vectors (humans, fauna, surface water), and consequently the transfer of 
alien species from one area to another. 

 Disturbance to fauna can arise directly through the loss of habitat (e.g. bat roosts) or indirectly 

through noise, vibration and increased activity associated with construction and operation. 
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3 STAGE ONE – SCREENING OF THE DRAFT CARLOW COUNTY LOCAL 
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY PLAN 

 
 

3.1 Description of the Draft LECP 
 
Carlow County Council has prepared a six year integrated draft Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP) 

in accordance with Section 44 of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 with the purpose of  
 

 the promotion of economic development in its functional area, and 
 the promotion of local and community development in its functional area. 

 
 

This report appraises the Draft LECP for a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) requirement and 
provides an Initial SEA Screening Determination to accompany the Draft LECP on public display. 
 

The County Carlow LECP is being prepared to provide for the promotion and support of economic and 
community development in County Carlow. The objectives and actions needed for this promotion and support 
will act at a local level while being consistent with the relevant upper tier plans and programmes, the Regional 
Planning Guidelines 2010-2022, the Carlow County Development Plan 2016-2021, Carlow County Corporate 

Plan 2014-2019 and government policy.  
 
The LECP does not sit within the hierarchy of spatial development plans but rather to complement these plans 
while maintaining consistency with the core strategy and objectives of the County Development Plan (CDP). 
 
The preparation of the LECP is under the joint responsibility of Carlow County Council and Carlow Local 
Community Development Committee (LCDC) who are developing the economic and community elements of 

the Plan respectively. 
 
The plan is structured around five economic and community themes: 
 

1. Living in Carlow, a community development theme 

2. Doing Business and Working in Carlow, an economic development theme 

3. Education, Upskilling and Professional Development in Carlow, a shared community and economic 
theme 

4. Visiting Carlow, a shared community and economic theme and 
5. Underpinning Infrastructure, an economic development theme 

 
 
Each of these themes is supported by a High End Goal, i.e. for Living in Carlow; the High End Goal is to Build 

thriving, resilient, sustainable and inclusive communities which is supported by Strategic Objectives each of 
which is promoted by specific actions. The goals and strategic objectives are provided in Table 1 below. The 
actions for each is described in the LECP. 
 
 

Table 1: Draft LECP Themes, Goals and Objectives 
 

Theme High Level Goal Strategic Objectives 

1. Living in 
Carlow 

Build thriving, resilient, 

sustainable and inclusive 
communities 

1.1 To empower citizens to actively participate 

1.2 To create, empower and support leaders and 
build capacity 

1.3 To develop sustainable cooperatives and social 
enterprises and community facilities as identified 

by the communities 
1.4 To enhance community well-being, health and 

safety 
1.5 To deliver integrated and sustainable  

community services to address social exclusion 
and poverty 

1.6 To share, protect and sustain the environment 
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Theme High Level Goal Strategic Objectives 

1.7 To sustain, nurture and promote arts, culture 
and heritage 
 

2. Doing 

Business 
and 

Working 
in Carlow 

Strengthen and promote a 

thriving and sustainable 
enterprise culture in County 
Carlow 

2.1 To create leaders and build capacity 

2.2 To facilitate the development of an innovative 
and entrepreneurial culture 

2.3 To develop a sustainable rural economy, 
facilitated by community centres (linked to social 
enterprise) 

2.4 To grow and further develop key sectors  
2.5 Encourage people to purchase locally 
2.6 To maximise employment and apprenticeship 

opportunities 

2.7 Create local conditions to encourage business 
growth and expansion 

2.8 Ensure development of an age friendly business 
culture 

2.9 Build digital capacity of Carlow businesses and 
retailers 

3. Educatio

n, 
Upskilling 
and 

Professio
nal 
Develop
ment in 
Carlow 

Ensure access to education 

and skills for all members of 
communities 

3.1 To support the establishment of a Technology 

University for the South East 
3.2 Support Carlow College and IT Carlow in their 

collaboration with other partner institutes 

3.3 Review and develop FET programmes to meet 
the needs of learners and labour market 

3.4 To connect employers with education and skills 
development providers to address vocational 
training needs 

3.5 Community education; empowerment, well-being 
3.6 To strengthen links between employers, IT 

Carlow and Research (Teagasc) 
3.7 To empower all learners (labour market and 

community learning) 

4. Visiting 
Carlow 

Optimise the tourism 
product and message 

4.1 To instil a greater sense of pride by locals and 

the business community in the tourism product  
4.2 To further develop a clear and compelling vision 

for Carlow 
4.3 To develop and deliver a coherent, bottom up, 

tourism strategy, marketing strategy and 
product development strategy over a 5 year 

period that encompasses all the strengths Carlow 
has to offer 

5. Underpin

ning 
Infrastru
cture 

To provide the required 
infrastructure for the county 

5.1 To develop and implement a regeneration 

strategy for Towns and Villages in County Carlow 
5.2 To create awareness of existing core 

infrastructure 

5.3 To identify and address gaps in underpinning 
infrastructure 

5.4 To explore renewable energy options 
5.5 To put in place strategic partnership to create 

synergies in addressing infrastructure gaps 
(establish protocols / MoUs / SLAs) 

 
 
Consultation during preparation of the Draft Plan consisted of a request for public submissions during March/ 
April 2015 alongside community facilitation workshops in March 2015, followed by Strategic Consultation 
Stakeholder Workshops in July/ August 2015 and wide-ranging consultation from August to October 2015. 
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3.2 Purpose of the Plan 
 
The purpose of the Carlow County LECP is to promote and support the economic and community development 
of the county. This is provided through the actions detailed under each strategic objective. The setting of a 

project framework is carried out through the Carlow CDP and other spatial plans in the county.  
 
Carlow County LECP shall bring forward county and lower scale actions to develop the county economically 
and in terms of community through the incorporation of actions from other higher tier plans and programmes. 
These are listed in the baseline references to the Draft LECP. 
 

 
 

3.3 Relationship with other Relevant Plans and Programmes 
 
The Draft LECP sits within a hierarchy of land use forward planning strategic actions. The Draft LECP must 
comply with relevant higher level strategic actions and may, in turn, guide lower level strategic actions. A list 

of these Plans and strategies include: 
 

 The National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020 
 Regional Planning Guidelines for the South-east Region 
 Carlow County Development Plan 2016-2021 
 Local Area Plans (LAPs) have been or will be prepared for a number of towns/villages throughout 

County Carlow. LAPs have been prepared for Bagenalstown/Royal Oak, Borris, Carrickduff, Joint 
Spatial Plan for the Carlow Graiguecullen Urban Area, Leighlinbridge, Rathvilly, Tinnahinch and 
Tullow. 

 The South-east River Basin Management Plans 
 GRID 25 and associated Implementation Plan 
 Food Harvest 2020 
 Environmental Protection Objectives 

Examples of Environmental Protection Objectives include: 
 

 EU Habitats Directive – the aim of which is to contribute towards ensuring biodiversity through 

the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora in the European territory of 
Member States 

 Water Framework Directive – the aim of which is to establish a framework for the protection of 
inland surface waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater which, among other 

things, prevents deterioration in the status of all water bodies and protects, enhances and 
restores all waters with the aim of achieving good status by 2015. 

 
 
 

3.4 Management of Natura 2000 sites 
 
The Carlow County LECP is not directly connected with or necessary to the conservation management of a 
Natura 2000 site. 
 
 

 

3.5 Brief Description of the European Sites 
 
There are three European sites within the County Carlow boundary:   
 

 Blackstairs Mountains cSAC (000770) 

 Slaney River Valley cSAC (000781) 
 River Barrow and River Nore cSAC (002162) 

 
 
There are five European sites within 15km of the boundary of County Carlow: 
 

 Holdenstown Bog cSAC (001757)  
 Wicklow Mountains cSAC (002122)  
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 Thomastown Quarry cSAC (002252)  
 Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040)  
 River Nore SPA (004233)  

 
 

Four further sites are hydrologically linked to County Carlow: 
 

 Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076)  
 Lower River Suir cSAC (002137)  
 The Raven SPA (004019)  
 Raven Point Nature Reserve cSAC (000710)  

 

 
Figures 1 and 2 show the location of the European sites in relation to County Carlow. Tables 2 to 4 summarises 
the details of the European sites, including the qualifying interests, conservation objectives and threats to the 
sites. The full NPWS site synopses for the designated areas are available in Appendix 1. 
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Table 2: European Sites in County Carlow and their Qualifying Interests 
 

Site Name Qualifying Features Threats Conservation Objectives 

Blackstairs 
Mountains 
cSAC 
(000770) 

 [4010] Wet Heath  
 [4030] Dry Heath 

The site is vulnerable to afforestation; with 
coniferous plantations surrounding the site. 
The site is also vulnerable to erosion by 
overgrazing and uncontrolled burning. 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation condition 
of the Annex I habitat(s) and/or the 
Annex II species for which the SAC 

has been selected. 

Slaney 

River Valley 
cSAC 
(000781) 

 [1130] Estuaries  
 [1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats  
 [3260] Floating River Vegetation  
 [91A0] Old Oak Woodlands  
 [91E0] Alluvial Forests*  
 [1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera 

margaritifera)  
 [1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus)  
 [1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri)  
 [1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis)  
 [1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax)  
 [1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar)  
 [1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 
 [1365] Common (Harbour) Seal (Phoca vitulina) 

In general the sites habitats and species of 

ecological importance are dependent on 
good water quality.   

The site is therefore vulnerable to Waste 
water outflows. Runoff comes from 
intensive agricultural enterprises, a meat 
factory, a landfill site adjacent to the river, 
and further industrial development 

upstream in. Localised reclamation along 
the bank of the river and marginalised 
areas of the estuary has taken place; 
further reclamation is undesirable. The 
spread of exotic species is reducing the 
quality of the woodlands. 

Detailed SSCOs available 

River 
Barrow and 
River Nore 
cSAC 

(002162) 

 [1130] Estuaries  
 [1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats  
 [1310] Salicornia Mud  
 [1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows  
 [1410] Mediterranean Salt Meadows  
 [3260] Floating River Vegetation  
 [4030] Dry Heath  
 [6430] Hydrophilous Tall Herb Communities  
 [7220] Petrifying Springs*  
 [91A0] Old Oak Woodlands  
 [91E0] Alluvial Forests*  
 [1016] Desmoulin's Whorl Snail (Vertigo moulinsiana)  
 [1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera 

margaritifera)  
 [1092] White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius 

pallipes) 
 [1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) 

The main threats to the site and current 
damaging activities include high inputs of 
nutrients into the river system from 
agricultural run-off and several sewage 

plants, over-grazing within the woodland 
areas, and invasion by non-native species, 

for example Cherry Laurel (Prunus 
laurocerasus) and Rhododendron 
(Rhododendron ponticum). In general the 
sites habitats and species of ecological 
importance are dependent on good water 
quality.   

The water quality of the site remains 

vulnerable. Good quality is dependent on 

controlling fertilisation of the grasslands, 
particularly along the Nore. It also requires 
that sewage be properly treated before 

Detailed SSCOs available 
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Site Name Qualifying Features Threats Conservation Objectives 

 [1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri)  
 [1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis)  
 [1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax)  
 [1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar)  
 [1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 
 [1421] Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum) 
 [1990] Nore Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera 

durrovensis) 

discharge. Drainage activities in the 
catchment can lead to flash floods which 
can damage the many Annex II species 

present. Capital and maintenance dredging 
within the lower reaches of the system pose 
a threat to migrating fish species such as 

lamprey and shad. Land reclamation also 
poses a threat to the salt meadows and the 
populations of legally protected species 
therein. 

 
 

Table 3: European Sites within 15km of the Boundary of County Carlow and their Qualifying Interests 
 

Site Name 

Location 

Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats Conservation Objectives 

Holdenstown 

Bog cSAC 
(001757) 

c. 150m 

east 

Wicklow  [7140] Transition mires and 

quaking bogs 

The two main potential treats to the 

site are drainage and infilling. Along 
the northern boundary, a small 
amount of infilling has occurred along 
a public road. Also it is likely that 
agricultural run-off is entering the site, 
however the effects on the site are 

unknown. 

To maintain or restore the 

favourable conservation 
condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II 
species for which the SAC has 
been selected. 

Wicklow 
Mountains cSAC 
(002122) 

c. 5.6km 
northeast 

Wicklow  [3130] Oligotrophic to 
Mesotrophic Standing Waters  

 [3160] Dystrophic Lakes  

 [4010] Wet Heath 

 [4030] Dry Heath 

 [4060] Alpine and Subalpine 
Heaths  

 [6230] Species-rich Nardus 
Grassland* 

 [7130] Blanket Bogs (Active)*  

The main potential threats to the site 
are walking/horse riding, forestry 
planting and erosion. Grazing, peat 
extraction, dispersed habitat and 
invasive non-natives are also medium 

potential threats to the site. With the 
sites location close to Dublin, there is 
a lot of foot traffic on site. Forestry has 

become an important land use in the 
uplands, affecting both the wildlife and 
the hydrology of the area. Peat erosion 
is frequent on the peaks of the site. 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II 
species for which the SAC has 

been selected. 
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Site Name 

Location 
Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats Conservation Objectives 

 [8110] Siliceous Scree  

 [8210] Calcareous Rocky Slopes 

 [8220] Siliceous Rocky Slopes 

 [91A0] Old Oak Woodlands  

 [1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 

The reasons are unknown; may be a 
natural process, but is likely to be 
accelerated by activities such as 

grazing. The most common land use at 
the site is traditional sheep grazing. 
Turf cutting, mostly hand-cutting but 
some machine-cutting also occurs 

largely along the Military Road area, 
where there is easy access. 

River Nore SPA 
(004233) 

c. 6.5km 
west 

Kilkenny and 
Laois 

 [A229] Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) Port areas along with landfill/land 
reclamation/drying out are the main 
threats to this sites bird species. 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the bird species 

listed as Special Conservation 

Interests for this SPA. 

Wicklow 
Mountains SPA 
(004040) 

c. 8km 
northeast 

Wicklow  [A098] Merlin (Falco 
columbarius) [breeding] 

 [A103] Peregrine Falcon (Falco 

peregrines) [breeding] 

This site is located on an area of 
extensive upland which comprises a 
substantial part of the Wicklow 
Mountains. The main potential threats 

to the breeding populations; some of 
which are on peatland habitat, come 
from outside forestry, grazing and 
peat extraction which damage the 

available habitat. Recreational 
activities such as walking, also occur 
on site and have the potential to 

damage habitats and disturb breeding 
birds. 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation 

Interests for this SPA. 

Thomastown 
Quarry cSAC 
(002252) 

c. 12.5km 
west 

Kilkenny  [7220] Petrifying Springs* The main potential threats to the site 
are from grazing and road building 
outside of the site. Road building may 

have indirect hydrological impacts on 
the site. 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the Annex I 

habitat for which the SAC has 
been selected. 

 

  



Section 3   Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
for the County Carlow Local Economic and 

Community Plan 2016-2021 
 

LE15/120/06/Rpt004       Page 14 of 27 

 

Table 4: European Sites that occur beyond 15km but are hydrologically linked to the Plan Area and their Qualifying Interests 

 

Site Name 

Location 

Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats 
Conservation 

Objectives 

Wexford 
Harbour and 
Slobs SPA 

(004076) 

c. 17km 
south 
east of 

the 
county 
border 

Wexford  [A004] Little Grebe (Tachybaptus 
ruficollis) [wintering] 

 [A005] Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps 

cristatus) [wintering] 

 [A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 
[wintering] 

 [A028] Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) 
[wintering] 

 [A037] Bewick's Swan (Cygnus 

columbianus bewickii) [wintering] 

 [A038] Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) 
[wintering] 

 [A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta 
bernicla hrota) [wintering] 

 [A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 
[wintering] 

 [A050] Wigeon (Anas penelope) 
[wintering] 

 [A052] Teal (Anas crecca) [wintering] 

 [A053] Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
[wintering] 

 [A054] Pintail (Anas acuta) [wintering] 

 [A062] Scaup (Aythya marila)  

 [A067] Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 
[wintering] 

 [A069] Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus 

serrator) [wintering] 

 [A082] Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 
[post-breeding/roost] 

Presently there are no 
significant threats to the 
wintering bird populations. 

However, in the In the long-
term, ‘projected increases in 
sea level could cause 
problems in maintaining the 
Slobs as farmland. In recent 
times, the South Slob has 
become less suitable due to 

changes in landuse, 
including forestry 
operations, and a sustained 
programme of scaring. An 
increase in the amount of 
new housing in the vicinity of 

the North Slob has led to 
increased levels of 
disturbance in recent times. 
Localised reclamation has 

occurred in Wexford Harbour 
and any further reclamation 
of estuarine habitat is 

undesirable. Aquaculture 
occurs in Wexford Harbour 
though it is not known what 
effects, if any, this has on the 
bird populations’. 

Detailed SSCOs available 
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Site Name 

Location 
Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats 
Conservation 

Objectives 

 [A125] Coot (Fulica atra) [wintering] 

 [A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus 
ostralegus) [wintering] 

 [A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 
[wintering] 

 [A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 
[wintering] 

 [A142] Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) 
[wintering]  

 [A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) [wintering] 

 [A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 
[wintering] 

 [A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [wintering] 

 [A156] Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
limosa) [wintering] 

 [A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica) [wintering] 

 [A160] Curlew (Numenius arquata) 
[wintering] 

 [A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

[wintering] 

 [A179] Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [wintering] 

 [A183] Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus 
fuscus) [wintering] 

 [A195] Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) 
[breeding] 

 [A395] Greenland White-fronted Goose 
(Anser albifrons flavirostris) [wintering] 

 [A999] Wetland and Waterbirds  
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Site Name 

Location 
Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats 
Conservation 

Objectives 

Lower River Suir 
cSAC (002137) 

c. 25km 
southwest 

Kilkenny 

Tipperary 

Waterford 

 [1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows  
 [1410] Mediterranean Salt Meadows  
 [3260] Floating River Vegetation 
 [6430] Hydrophilous Tall Herb Communities  
 [91A0] Old Oak Woodlands  
 [91E0] Alluvial Forests*  
 [91J0] Yew Woodlands*  
 [1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel 

(Margaritifera margaritifera) 
 [1092] White-clawed Crayfish 

(Austropotamobius pallipes)  
 [1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus)  
 [1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri)  
 [1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis)  
 [1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax)  
 [1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar)  
 [1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 

Land use at the site mainly 
consists of agricultural 
activities such as grazing, 

silage production, 
fertilisation and land 
reclamation. Arable crops 
are grown and grassland is 

intensively managed 
resulting in the rivers being 
vulnerable to pollution from 
run-off of fertilisers and 
slurry. The main tourist 
attraction to the Suir and its 

tributaries is fishing. There 

are a number of Angler 
Associations and fishing 
stands and styles have been 
erected in places. 
Commercial fishing also 
takes place on the rivers.  

Other recreational activities 
such as boating, golfing and 
walking are also popular 
within the site. The Aherlow 

River is a designated 
Salmonid Water under the 
E.U. Freshwater Fish 

Directive. 

A number of industrial 
developments discharge into 
the river.  

In general the sites habitats 
and species of ecological 

importance are dependent 
on good water quality.  They 
are vulnerable to agricultural 
related and industrial 

To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the Annex I 

habitat(s) and/or the 
Annex II species for which 
the SAC has been 
selected. 
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Site Name 

Location 
Relative 
to Plan 
Area 

County Qualifying Features Threats 
Conservation 

Objectives 

discharges. Recreation may 
also disturb protected 
species populations. 

The Raven SPA 
(004019) 

c. 33km 
southeast 

Wexford  [A001] Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) 
[wintering] 

 [A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

[wintering] 

 [A065] Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) 
[wintering] 

 [A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 
[wintering] 

 [A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

[wintering] 

 [A395] Greenland White-fronted Goose 
(Anser albifrons flavirostris) [wintering] 

 [A999] Wetlands and Waterbirds  

Part of the site consists of 
extremely dynamic coastal 
sand system which can affect 

the suitability of the habitat 
for nesting birds. The main 
threats to the site come from 
forestry and recreation. An 
area of the sites sand dune 
sytem has been afforested 

by commercial plantations 

and this has compromised 
the sand dune system’s 
natural vegetation which 
limits the amount of sand 
dune habitat. Nautical sports 
being carried out on site also 

that the potential to disturb 
bird populations. 

Detailed SSCOs available 

Raven Point 
Nature Reserve 

cSAC (000710) 

c.36km 
southeast 

Wexford  [1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats  
 [1210] Annual Vegetation of Drift Lines  

 [1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows  
 [2110] Embryonic Shifting Dunes  

 [2120] Marram Dunes (White Dunes)  
 [2130] Fixed Dunes (Grey Dunes) 
 [2170] Dunes with Creeping Willow 
 [2190] Humid Dune Slacks 

Curracloe is a popular 
summer resort and parts of 

the site receives high 
recreational pressure. 

Recreational activities such 
as pony trekking has caused 
erosion of the embryonic 
dunes in some places. There 
are also areas of conifers 
within the dune system; 

their gradual removal and 
habitat restoration is 

planned 

Detailed SSCOs available 
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3.6 Conservation Objectives 
 
According to the Habitat’s Directive, the conservation status of a natural habitat will be taken as ‘favourable’ 
within its biogeographic range when: 

 
 its natural range and areas it covers within that range are stable or increasing, and 

 the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist and are 

likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and 

 the conservation status of its typical species is favourable as defined below. 

 

 

According to the Habitat’s Directive, the conservation status of a species means the sum of the influences 
acting on the species concerned that may affect the long-term distribution and abundance of its populations. 
The conservation status will be taken as ’favourable’ within its biogeographic range when: 
 

 population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a long-

term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and 

 the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the foreseeable 

future, and 

 there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its populations on a 

long-term basis. 

 

 

The specific conservation objectives for each site are available on www.npws.ie. These have been accessed 
for the sites listed in the tables above on the [30/10/2015].  
 
Site specific and detailed conservation objectives were available for the following site: 
 

 River Barrow and River Nore SAC (002162) 
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives: River Barrow and River Nore SAC 002162 Version 1.0. 

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (19 July 2011). 
 Slaney River Valley SAC (000781) 

NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives: Slaney River Valley SAC 000781. Version 1.0. National Parks 
and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (21 October 2011). 

 Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (000710) 
NPWS (2011) Conservation Objectives: Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC 000710. Version 1.0. 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (02 December 
2011). 

 The Raven SPA (004019) 
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives: The Raven SPA 004019. Version 1.0. National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (21 March 2012). 

 Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076) 
NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives: Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA 004076. Version 1.0. 
National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (21 March 
2012). 
 

 
Conservation Objectives supporting documents for the following sites: 

 
Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (site code: 004076) 
 
Wexford Harbour and Slobs Special Protection Area (site code: 004076) and The Raven Special Protection 
Area (site code: 004019) Conservation Objectives Supporting Document Version 1 National Parks & Wildlife 
Service December 2011 

 
River Barrow and River Nore SAC (site code: 002162) 
 
NPWS (2011). River Barrow and River Nore SAC (site code: 002162) Conservation objectives supporting 
document - woodland habitats Version 1 NPWS (May 2011) 
 

http://www.npws.ie/
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NPWS (2011). River Barrow and River Nore SAC (site code: 002162) Conservation objectives supporting 
document - marine habitats Version 1 (April 2011) 
NPWS (2011). River Barrow and River Nore SAC (site code: 002162) Conservation objectives supporting 
document - coastal habitats Version 1 (March 2011) 
 

James J. King (2006). The status and distribution of lamprey in the River Barrow SAC. Irish Wildlife Manuals 
No. 21. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 
Dublin, Ireland. 
 
River Slaney Valley SAC (site code: 000781) 
 
NPWS (2011). River Slaney Valley SAC (site code: 000781) Conservation objectives supporting document – 

woodland habitats Version 1 (August 2011). 
 
NPWS (2011). Slaney River Valley SAC (site code: 000781) Conservation objectives supporting document - 
marine habitats and species Version 1 (August 2011) 

 
Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (site code: 000710) 
 

NPWS (2011). Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (site code: 000710) Conservation objectives supporting 
document ‐ coastal habitats Version 1 (October 2011) 

 
NPWS (2011). Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC (site code: 000710) Conservation objectives supporting 
document - marine habitats Version 1 (August 2011) 
 
Generic conservation objectives were available for the remaining seven sites listed in Tables 2 to 4 above.  

 Blackstairs Mountains cSAC (000770) 
 Holdenstown Bog SAC (001757) 
 Wicklow Mountains SAC (002122) 
 Thomastown Quarry SAC (002252) 
 Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040) 

 River Nore SPA (004233) 
 Lower River Suir SAC (002137)  

 
 
Management plans were not available for any sites listed in Tables 2 to 4 above. However there are older 
management plans available for Blackstairs Mountains cSAC (000770) and Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040) 

 (NPWS, 2005) National Parks and Wildlife Service Conservation Plan for Blackstairs Mountains cSAC 
[000770] 2006-2011  

 (NPWS, 2005) Management Plan for Wicklow Mountains National Park Wicklow Mountains SPA 
[004040] 2005-2009  

 
 
 

3.7 Screening Assessment Criteria 
 

Throughout this section the line items in italics refer to suggested instructions for information to be contained 
in a screening assessment, and in an appropriate assessment from the guidance document ‘Assessment of 
Plans and Projects significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological guidance on the provisions of 
Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC’, (European Commission, 2001). 
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Table 5: Assessment of the Potential Impact of the Plan either Alone or in Combination 

with Other Plans or Projects on European Sites 
 

Assessment Criteria  

Describe the individual 
elements of the plan (either 
alone or in combination with 
other plans or projects) likely 

to give rise to impacts on the 
Natura 2000 sites. 

There is no element of the Draft County Carlow Local Economic and 
Community Plan 2016-2021 that could give rise to impacts on the Natura 
2000 sites. The objectives have been screened out for one or more the 
following reasons: 

• The objective does not relate to land use or the physical environment 
and is concerned with communication, service delivery; co-ordination 
and/or the promotion of networks. 

• The objective is of a broad strategic nature that does not specify a 

quantum or location for future land use and development. 

• The objective has the potential to result in overall positive 

environmental effects that will not have the potential to negatively 
affect European Sites. 

 
In order to identify potential ‘In Combination Effects’, other key plans and 
projects were identified for this area. The following plans and appropriate 
Assessments prepared for these plans have been considered:  
 

- Carlow County Development Plan 2016-2021 
- Offaly County Development Plan 2009-2015 
- Laois County Development Plan 2012-2018 
- Wicklow County Development Plan 2010-2016  
- Kildare County Development Plan 2011-2017 
- Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014-2020 
- Wexford County Development Plan 2013-2019 

- South Eastern River Basin Management Plan 2010 
- Freshwater Pearl Mussel Nore River Basin Management Plan 

Describe any likely direct, 
indirect or secondary impacts 
of the project (either alone or 

in combination with other 
plans or projects) on the 
Natura 2000 site by virtue of: 

 Size and scale; 

 Land-take;  

 Distance from Natura 
2000 site or key features 

of the site; 

 Resource requirements; 

 Emissions; 

 Excavation 
requirements; 

 Transportation 
requirements; 

 Duration of construction, 
operation etc.; 

 Other. 

Size and scale, land-take and distance from Natura 2000 sites 
 
Predicted Impacts: No Impact envisaged. Many objectives do not relate 

to a change in land use or the physical environment. Where objectives do 
relate to a potential physical change it is of a broad strategic nature that 
does not specify a quantum or location for future land use and development. 
 
Resource requirements and excavation requirements 
 
Predicted Impacts: No Impact envisaged. The objectives do not relate to 

a specific project or development where resource requirements and 
excavation requirements are quantifiable. The objectives relate to policies 
broad in nature that do not specify a quantum or location for future land 

use and development. 
 

Emissions, Transportation requirements, Duration of Construction 
and Operation 

 
Predicted Impacts: No Impact envisaged. The objectives do not relate to 
a specific project or development where emissions, transportation 
requirements, duration of construction and operation are quantifiable. The 
objectives relate to policies broad is nature that do not specify a quantum 
or location for future land use and development. 
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Assessment Criteria  

Cumulative Impact 

 

Predicted Impacts: No Impact envisaged. The Higher Level Goals, Action 
Areas and Specific Objectives of the draft Local Economic and Community 
Plan are consistent with the existing County Development Plans, which has 
undergone an Appropriate Assessment for same.  
 
 
This Appropriate Assessment of the Development Plan concluded that they 

will not have any likely significant effects on European Sites, if the range of 
environmental and natural heritage policy safeguards outlined in the Plans 
are implemented.  

 
These policy safeguards contained within both Development Plans to protect 
the natural environment and European Sites will also apply to all of the Draft 
Local Economic and Community Plan Objectives.  

 
As such there will be no potential for this plan to combine with other plans 
or projects and result in negative environmental effects. 
 

Describe any likely changes 
to the site arising as a result 
of: 

 Reduction of habitat 
area; 

 Disturbance of key 

species; 

 Habitat or species 
fragmentation; 

 Reduction in species 
density; 

 Changes in key 

indicators of 
conservation value; 

 Climate change. 

There is no element of the Draft County Carlow Local Economic and 
Community Plan 2016-2021 that could give rise to impacts on the Natura 
2000 sites. The objectives have been screened out for one or more the 
following reasons: 

 

• The objective does not relate to land use or the physical environment 

and is concerned with communication, service delivery; co-ordination 

and/or the promotion of networks. 

• The objective is of a broad strategic nature with that does not specify 
a quantum or location for future land use and development. 

• The objective has the potential to result in overall positive 
environmental effects that will not have the potential to negatively 

affect European Sites. 

Describe any likely impacts 
on the Natura 2000 site as a 
whole in terms of: 

 Interference with the key 
relationships that define 
the structure of the site; 

 Interference with key 
relationships that define 
the function of the site. 

Potential for impacts on the key relationships that define the structure or 
function of the other Natura 2000 sites have not been identified as a result 
of the implementation of the plan.  

Provide indicators of 
significance as a result of the 
identification of effects set 
out above in terms of: 

 loss, 

 fragmentation, 

 disruption, 

No loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance or change to key elements 
of the site (e.g. water quality etc.) have been identified within the plan. 
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Assessment Criteria  

 disturbance, 

 change to key elements of 

the site (e.g. water quality 
etc.). 

Describe from the above 
those elements of the project 
or plan, or combination of 
elements, where the above 

impacts are likely to be 
significant or where the scale 
of magnitude of impacts is 

not known. 

No elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where the above 
impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale of magnitude of 
impacts is not known have been identified within the plan. 

 
 

 

3.8 Stage One Screening Conclusion 
 
There will be no impacts on the key relationships that define the structure or function of any European site 
as a result of the Draft County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-2021. 

 
 
 

3.9 Finding of No Significant Effects Report 
 

Finding of No Significant Effects Report 

Name and location of the Natura 2000 sites Blackstairs Mountains cSAC (000770) 

Slaney River Valley cSAC (000781) 

River Barrow and River Nore cSAC (002162) 

Holdenstown Bog cSAC (001757)  

Wicklow Mountains cSAC (002122)  

Thomastown Quarry cSAC (002252)  

Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040)  

River Nore SPA (004233)  

Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA (004076)  

Lower River Suir cSAC (002137)  

The Raven SPA (004019)  

Raven Point Nature Reserve cSAC (000710) 

Description of the project or plan This Appropriate Assessment Screening Report relates to 
Draft County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 
2016-2021.  

Is the Project or Plan directly connected with or 
necessary to the management of the site 
(provide details)? 

No 

Are there other projects or plans that together 
with the project of plan being assessed could 

affect the site (provide details)? 

 

 

No 



Section 3  Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
for the County Carlow Local Economic and 

Community Plan 2016-2021 
 

LE15/120/06/Rpt004  Page 23 of 27 

Finding of No Significant Effects Report 

The Assessment of Significant Effects 

Describe how the project or plan (alone or in 

combination) is likely to affect the Natura 2000 
site 

No impacts on Natura 2000 sites were identified. 

Explain why these effects are not considered 
significant 

There is no element of the Draft County Carlow Local 
Economic and Community Plan 2016-2021 that could give 
rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 sites. The objectives 
have been screened out for one or more the following 

reasons: 

 The objective does not relate to land use or the 
physical environment and is concerned with 
communication, service delivery; co-ordination and/or 
the promotion of networks. 

 The objective is of a broad strategic nature with that 

does not specify a quantum or location for future land 
use and development. 

 The objective has the potential to result in overall 
positive environmental effects that will not have the 
potential to negatively affect European Sites. 

Name of Agency or Body Consulted Summary of Response 

Consultation with the DAU will be held as part 
of the public consultation process of the draft 
LECP. A copy of this report along with the draft 
LECP will be provided to the DAU. This 
Appropriate Assessment will be updated upon 

the receipt of any response and subject to any 
changes of the draft LECP. 

No response received to date. 

Data Collected to Carry out the Assessment 

Who carried out 
the assessment 

Sources of Data 

 

Level of 
assessment 

completed 

Where can the full results of the 
assessment be accessed and viewed 

Fehily Timoney 
& Company (FT) 

www.npws.ie. 

www.biodiversityireland.ie 

www.epa.ie 

www.carlow.ie 

AA Screening 
(Stage 1) 

Carlow County Council 

 

http://www.npws.ie/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/
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4 AA SCREENING DETERMINATION OF THE CARLOW COUNTY LOCAL 
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY PLAN 2016-2021 

 
 

4.1 Consultation  
 

The draft LECP was released for public consultation on 22 December 2015 alongside the AA screening report 
which concluded that there was no element of the Draft County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 
2016-2021 that could give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 sites. 
 
The draft LECP and AA Screening report was provided to the following bodies together with the Initial SEA 
Screening Determination report: 

 
 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
 Department of Environment, Community and Local Government (DoECLG) 

 Department of Agriculture, Marine and Food (DoAMF) 
 Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources (DCENR) 
 Department of Arts, Heritage and Gaeltacht Affairs; 
 NPWS District Conservation Officer for South Wexford, Carlow & Kilkenny  

 Inland Fisheries Ireland  
 An Taisce 
 Bat Conservation Ireland  
 Birdwatch Ireland Carlow branch 

 
 
Responses in relation to the AA screening were received from the Environmental Protection Agency and the 

Southern Regional Assembly. 
 

 
  

Body Observation Response 

Environmental Protection 

Agency 

The National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) should be consulted, 
as relevant and appropriate, with 
regard to screening of the Plan for 
Appropriate Assessment. 

NWPS has been advised and 

copies of the SEA and AA 
screening reports were provided 
alongside the draft LECP during 

the public consultation stage. 
 
No comments or observations 
were received. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Where Appropriate Assessment is 
required, any findings or 
recommendations should be 
incorporated into the SEA and LECP, 
as appropriate. 

An appropriate assessment 

screening was carried out on the 
draft LECP prior to public 
consultation. There were no 
recommendations as there were 
no impacts envisaged from 
implementation of the LECP.  

Southern Regional Assembly 

In relation to the AA it was concluded 
on the basis of an AA Stage 1 

Screening that ‘there will be no 
impacts on the key relationships that 
define the structure or function of 
any European site as a result of the 
Draft LECP’. 

No response required. 

Development Applications 

Unit, 
Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht 

As the Appropriate Assessment 

considers only high end goals, it fails 
to consider the potential impacts of 
such actions.  

The individual actions set out in 
Section 5 of the LECP were 
reviewed for possible impacts on 
European sites (see Section 
4.2). 
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4.2 Potential Impacts of Actions 
 
Specific actions are linked to each LECP High End Goal and Strategic Objective and are listed in full in Section 
5: Action Plan, of the LECP.  A submission on the draft AA Screening Report by the Development Applications 

Unit (DAU) of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, was received by Carlow County Council on 
2nd February 2016.  The DAU commented that the AA Screening ‘only considers high end goals’ and ‘fails to 
consider the potential impacts of such actions’. 
 
The specific actions linked to each High End Goal were reviewed for their potential to have direct or indirect 
impacts on the European sites listed in Section 3 – Screening of the Draft Carlow County Local Economic and 

Community Plan.  No specific actions were identified which could have potential impacts on any European 
site.  The actions do not specifically refer to individual infrastructural developments as such but instead they 
describe the means of establishing the strategic objectives, for example by supporting, developing and 
implementing community initiatives.   
 
There are no physical projects or developments proposed within the LECP actions. The actions relate to social 

and economic development of County Carlow with respect to areas such as education, tourism and community 

building. The underpinning infrastructure described in High Level Goal 5 “To provide the required 
infrastructure for the county” are contained within the Carlow County Development Plan 2016 – 2021 which 
was already subject to an SEA and an AA.  
 
Action 4.1.3 in relation to tourism development is to ‘support the development of the River Barrow and the 
Blackstairs as a key Tourism Asset for County Carlow’, which are designated sites, namely the River Barrow 
and River Nore SAC and the Blackstairs Mountains SAC.  Again, this action, though it relates to designated 

sites, does not describe any material infrastructural development which might impact on these sites.  Should 
individual or specific developments be planned they would be subject to the proper planning processes which 
would be subject to Appropriate Assessment of their potential impacts on these sites.  
 
 
 

4.3 Revisions to Draft LECP following Consultation  
 

Following the public consultation period, the draft LECP was revised to reflect changes resulting from 
submissions made. The Stage One Screening assessment was reviewed with respect to these changes to 
establish whether the screening determination should be amended. 
 

Changes to the LECP Themes, Goals and Objectives are shown in Table 6 with underlined sections being 
introduced text and removed text shown as strikethrough text. 
 
 

Table 6: LECP Themes, Goals and Objectives 
 

Theme High Level Goal Strategic Objectives 

1. Living in 
Carlow 

Build thriving, resilient, 
sustainable and inclusive 
communities 

1.1 To empower citizens to actively participate 
1.2 To create, empower and support leaders and build 

capacity 

1.3 To develop sustainable cooperatives and social 

enterprises and community facilities as identified 
by the communities 

1.4 To enhance community well-being, health and 
safety 

1.5 To deliver integrated and sustainable  community 
services to address social exclusion and poverty 

1.6 To share, protect and sustain the receiving 
environment 

1.7 To sustain, nurture and promote arts, culture and 
heritage 
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Theme High Level Goal Strategic Objectives 

2. Doing 
Business 
and 

Working 
in Carlow 

Strengthen and promote a 
thriving and sustainable 
enterprise culture in County 

Carlow 

2.1 To create leaders and build capacity 
2.2 To facilitate the development of an innovative and 

entrepreneurial culture 

2.3 To develop a sustainable rural economy, 
facilitated by community centres (linked to social 
enterprise) 

2.4 Revitalisation of rural towns and villages through 
investment in people, communities and in the 
natural heritage and physical environment 

2.5 To grow and further develop key sectors  

2.6 Encourage people to purchase locally 
2.7 To maximise employment and apprenticeship 

opportunities 
2.8 Create local conditions to encourage business 

growth and expansion 

2.9 Ensure development of an age friendly business 

culture 
2.10 Build digital capacity of Carlow businesses and 

retailers 

3. Educatio
n, 
Upskilling 

and 
Professio
nal 
Develop
ment in 
Carlow 

Ensure access to education 
and skills for all members of 
communities 

3.1 To support the establishment of a Technology 
University for the South East 

3.2 Support Carlow College and IT Carlow in their 

collaboration with other partner institutes 
3.3 Review and develop FET programmes to meet the 

needs of learners and labour market 
3.4 To connect employers with education and skills 

development providers to address vocational 
training needs 

3.5 Community education; empowerment, well-being 

3.6 To strengthen links between employers, IT Carlow 

and Research (Teagasc) 
3.7 To empower all learners (labour market and 

community learning) 

4. Visiting 

Carlow 

Optimise the tourism product 

and message 

4.1 To instil a greater sense of pride by locals and 

the business community in the tourism product  
4.2 To further develop a clear and compelling vision 

for Carlow 
4.3 To develop and deliver a coherent, bottom up, 

tourism strategy, marketing strategy and product 
development strategy over a 5 year period that 
encompasses all the strengths Carlow has to offer 

4.4 The development of sustainable rural tourism as 
an economic driver and stimulus for job creation 
throughout Carlow Town and County 

5. Underpin

ning 

Infrastru
cture 

To provide the required 

infrastructure for the county 

5.1 To develop and implement a regeneration 

strategy for Towns and Villages in County Carlow 

5.2 To create awareness of existing core infrastructure 
5.3 To identify and address gaps in underpinning 

infrastructure 
5.4 To explore renewable energy options 
5.5 To put in place strategic partnership to create 

synergies in addressing infrastructure gaps 
(establish protocols / MoUs / SLAs) 
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4.4 Appraisal of Initial AA Screening Determination with Respect to LECP 
Revisions  

 
The revisions to the draft LECP do not alter the conclusions of the Stage One Screening Assessment Criteria 
review and the Stage One Screening Conclusion.  It can still be maintained that many objectives do not relate 
to a change in land use or the physical environment. Where objectives and actions relate to a potential 
physical change it is of a broad strategic nature that does not specify a quantum or location for future land 
use and development. There is no element of the County Carlow Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-
2021 that could give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 sites. 

 
As such, the finding of no significant effects still stands.  
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Site Name: Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC 
 
Site Code: 000710 
 
 
The Raven is situated on the north side of Wexford Harbour, incorporating the 
dynamic sand system of Raven Point and the coast running north to Curracloe 
House. The site is designated as a National Nature Reserve. The site incorporates a 
large sand dune system comprising a suite of coastal habitats which are listed on 
Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The dynamic nature of the system is best seen 
at the southern end of the site where sandflats, lagoons, drift lines and small dune 
slacks develop and are being continuously transformed by the activity of the sea and 
the wind. There has been heavy erosion along the eastern side of the site in recent 
years, but the sand dune system on the south-western end of the Raven is accreting, 
building towards the west along the wall which is the southern boundary of the 
Wexford Slobs, at about 3 m per year. 
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats 
[1210] Annual Vegetation of Drift Lines 
[1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows 
[2110] Embryonic Shifting Dunes 
[2120] Marram Dunes (White Dunes) 
[2130] Fixed Dunes (Grey Dunes)* 
[2170] Dunes with Creeping Willow 
[2190] Humid Dune Slacks 

 
Part of Raven Point Nature Reserve SAC was planted with commercial conifer forest 
in the 1930s and 1950s, partly as a coast defence measure to stabilise the dunes and 
protect the slob behind. Species planted include Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis), 
Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria araucana), Contorta Pine (Pinus contorta), Corsican Pine (P. 
nigra), Monterey Pine (P. radiata) and Scots Pine (P. sylvestris). Under these conifers 
two communities can be recognised: a Bracken / Bramble / Ivy (Pteridium aquilinum / 
Rubus fruticosus agg. / Hedera helix) community with Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-
scripta); and a mixed grass and sedge community with Common Bent (Agrostis 
capillaris), Sweet Vernal-grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum) and Sand Sedge (Carex 
arenaria). In some wetter parts of the commercial forest, the understorey vegetation is 
dominated by Creeping Willow (Salix repens).  
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The unplanted areas of fixed dunes are fairly typical of the habitat, with a low open 
sward of grasses, herbs, bryophytes and lichens occurring amongst areas of Marram 
(Ammophila arenaria). Species present include Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Common 
Bird’s-foot-trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum), Wild Pansy 
(Viola tricolor subsp. curtisii), Biting Stonecrop (Sedum acre), Field Wood-rush (Luzula 
campestris), Common Restharrow (Ononis repens), Kidney Vetch (Anthyllis vulneraria) 
and Early Hair-grass (Aira praecox). The moss and lichen component includes 
Hypnum cupressiforme, Tortula ruraliformis, Rhytidiadelphus triquetris, Peltigera spp. and 
Cladonia spp. Towards the southern end of the system Burnet Rose (Rosa 
pimpinellifolia) and Bramble become more frequent in fixed areas.  
 
A feature of the site is the presence of dune slacks. Some of the current slack 
communities are associated with artificial ponds that were originally created as 
forest fire control reservoirs. Where the slacks maintain moist conditions, 
characteristic species include Creeping Willow, Common Sedge (Carex nigra), Bog 
Pimpernel (Anagallis tenella), Heath-grass (Danthonia decumbens) and the mosses 
Pseudoscleropodium purum, Rhytidiadelphus triquetris and Calliergon cuspidatum. The 
Sea Rush (Juncus acutus), which displays a disjunct distribution in Ireland, is 
recorded from these slacks. Other interesting species include Broad-leaved 
Helleborine (Epipactis helleborine) and the rare Round-leaved Wintergreen (Pyrola 
rotundifolia subsp. maritima). Many of these slacks have dried up due to the 
afforestation, though Creeping Willow and some of the other character species 
remain common. 
 
Dune ridges with Marram occur in a band along the eastern and south-eastern sides 
of the site. Other species present include Sea Spurge (Euphorbia paralias), Portland 
Spurge (E. portlandica) and Sea-holly (Eryngium maritimum). These dunes are not 
particularly high, generally reaching heights of not more than 5 m. Good examples of 
embryonic dunes occur on the seaward side of the Marram dunes. Species present 
include Sea Rocket (Cakile maritima), Sand Couch (Elymus farctus) and Prickly 
Saltwort (Salsola kali). Associated with the embryonic dunes and the upper beach 
area is a band of annual drift line vegetation.  
 
A small, though good example of Atlantic salt meadow occurs below the fixed dunes 
at the more sheltered western side of the point. Typical species are present, including 
Thrift (Armeria maritima) and Common Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia maritima). 
 
A number of rare and protected plants have been recorded from this dune system 
including Round-leaved Wintergreen, Lesser Centaury (Centaurium pulchellum) and 
Wild Asparagus (Asparagus officinalis subsp. prostratus), all three of which are 
protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. 
 
As mentioned above, a number of ponds were created as water reservoirs for forest 
fire control, but more have been created as part of the introduction to the site of the 
Natterjack Toad (Bufo calamita), a rare, legally protected Red Data Book species. The 
toads are breeding successfully and appear to have established themselves in the site. 
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The dunes at this site support a diverse invertebrate fauna with significant species in 
the fore dunes, Marram dunes and fixed dune grassland. Notable species include 
two rare carabid beetles (Order Coleoptera), Nebria complanata and Pristonychus 
terricola, the robber fly Epitryptus cowini (Order Diptera), the snail-killing fly Pherbellia 
knutsoni (Order Diptera) and the weevil Ceuthorrhynchus hirtulus (Ordere 
Coleoptera). A rare woodlouse Armadillidium album (Order Isopoda) has also been 
recorded from the dunes.  
 
The invertebrates of the marine and intertidal habitats have also been described at 
this site. Four intertidal biological community types have been described: a sand 
community complex dominated by polychaetes; an estuarine mud community 
complex dominated by polychaetes and crustaceans; a mixed sediment community 
complex; and a fine sand community complex with Spiophanes bombyx. The sheltered 
intertidal shore to the west of Raven Point supports communities of bivalves and 
worms (e.g. Cerastoderma edule, Arenicola marina). The steeper shores to the north-east 
of the Point, which are predominantly sandy sediment, supports a sparser fauna, but 
with one notable species Pseudorchestoidea brito - a sandhopper which is known from 
only one other location in Ireland. 
 
The Raven has important bird interests, being part of the Wexford Slobs and 
Harbour complex. Of critical significance is that it forms the principal night roost for 
the internationally important Wexford Harbour population of Greenland White-
fronted Goose. In the four winters 1994/95 to 1997/98, seven species occurred in 
nationally important numbers (numbers are average maxima over the four winters): 
Cormorant (216), Red-breasted Merganser (38), Grey Plover (732), Knot (288), 
Sanderling (149), Dunlin (1,510) and Black-tailed Godwit (167). Golden Plover (570) 
and Bar-tailed Godwit (113) also occur, these species being of special conservation 
interest as they are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. The Raven has been 
an important breeding site for Little Tern (e.g. 26 pairs in 1984) but in recent years 
conditions have been less suitable due to the spread of Marram and the terns have 
bred elsewhere in Wexford Harbour.  
 
Curracloe is a popular summer resort and parts of the Raven receive high 
recreational pressure. In particular, pony trekking has caused erosion of the 
embryonic dunes in some places. It is planned to gradually remove all the conifers 
from the sand dune system. Some selected areas will be clearfelled, others will be left 
as scrub pine. After harvesting the conifers, certain areas behind the dunes will be 
planted with hardwoods, including Alder (Alnus glutinosa) and Sessile Oak (Quercus 
petraea). Other areas, in particular the more low-lying areas of former dune slack, will 
be left to regenerate naturally. 
 
The Raven Point Nature Reserve is an excellent example of a dynamic dune system 
that contains a suite of coastal habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats 
Directive. It also provides a roosting site for an internationally important flock of 
Greenland White-fronted Goose, a species listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds 
Directive. Further, it supports many uncommon species of plant and animal. Overall, 
this is a site of considerable conservation significance.  
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Site Name: Blackstairs Mountains SAC 
 
Site Code: 000770 
 
 
The Blackstairs Mountains are located along the border of the Counties Wexford and 
Carlow, forming a mountain chain that runs in a north-east/south-west direction for 
approximately 22 km, and includes six peaks over 520 m. The range has a core of 
granite, and on the Carlow side, erosion has cut deeply into the dome exposing 
successive layers of granite, giving a steeply stepped slope. On the east side some 
overlying Ordovician slates and sandstones are evident. 
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[4010] Wet Heath 
[4030] Dry Heath 

 
The site is important for extensive areas of dry heath. The higher, steeper slopes are 
covered with a dense, tall carpet dominated by Heather (Calluna vulgaris) and 
Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), with small amounts of Crowberry (Empetrum nigrum), 
Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) and Cross-leaved Heath (E. tetralix). Occasionally 
Common Bent (Agrostis capillaris) and Mat-grass (Nardus stricta) are also found. 
Abundant moss cover is present, particularly in those areas which have escaped 
burning – species include Racomitrium lanuginosum, Hypnum cupressiforme, 
Polytrichum commune, Hylocomnium splendens and Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus. Stiff 
Sedge (Carex bigelowii) occurs on the stony ground on the west side of the range.  
 
Lower down the slopes the heath is dominated by Gorse (Ulex europaeus), with some 
of the species listed above, along with Heath Bedstraw (Galium saxatile) and 
Tormentil (Potentilla erecta). Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) is also abundant on the 
lower slopes, particularly on the western flanks.  
 
Upland grassland is found on those slopes which have been heavily grazed. 
Grassland species include Mat-grass and Common Bent. Heath Bedstraw and the 
mosses H. splendens and R. squarrosus are also found. 
 
Wet heath occurs in mosaic with dry heath towards the base of some of the steeper 
slopes and is also found outside the western edge of the commonage. Typical species 
include Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea), bog mosses such as Sphagnum 
capillifolium and S. palustre, and sometimes Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum). 
There are relatively extensive tracts of a peat/heath mosaic on the gentle slopes at the 
east of the southern section of the site and within the commonage. Cottongrasses 
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(Eriophorum spp.) are dominant here, with small amounts of Purple Moor-grass and 
over 90% cover of bog mosses. Some very wet patches with Soft Rush (Juncus effusus) 
occur. 
 
A series of lowland bogs north of Mount Leinster and around Black Rock Mountain 
have recently been identified which have considerable local importance. These occur 
around Ballycrystal, south-west of Black Rock Mountain, where the highest feeders 
of the Urrin River rise, and around Crann on the north of the Black Rock ridge, 
where feeders of the Clody River rise just south of the Wexford/Carlow border. In 
these bogs considerable populations of Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos) occur. The 
Crann bogs also have abundant Bog-myrtle (Myrica gale), uncommon in the county. 
Other species of interest that occur in the Urrin and Clody bogs include Marsh St. 
John’s-wort (Hypericum elodes), Pale Butterwort (Pinguicula lusitanica) and Lesser 
Skullcap (Scutellaria minor). The Crann bogs include quite extensive stands of Purple 
Moor-grass, and Water Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile) is widespread. The bogs are 
reduced to fragments bordering improved grassland or forestry. 
 
Mount Leinster is the highest mountain of the range (795 m). On the east side of the 
summit a few plants with arctic or alpine affinities occur such as the scarce Starry 
Saxifrage (Saxifraga stellaris) and the Stag’s-horn Clubmoss (Lycopodium clavatum). 
 
The headwaters of the Urrin River are included within the site. Habitats along it 
include patches of deciduous woodland dominated by Downy Birch (Betula 
pubescens). Further south the woodland becomes more dense and consists of Alder 
(Alnus glutinosa), willows (Salix spp.), Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Holly (Ilex 
aquifolium). The woodland in the south of the area is comprised of Sessile Oak 
(Quercus petraea). There are also patches of peaty marsh, with species similar to those 
listed for the lowland bog.  
 
The scarce species Ivy-leaved Bellflower (Wahlenbergia hederacea) and Mountain Fern 
(Thelypteris limbosperma) occur along the Urrin River, while Cowberry (Vaccinium 
vitis-idaea), also a scarce species, is found in heath in a number areas of the site. Small 
Cudweed (Logfia minima), a Red Data Book species that is protected under the Flora 
(Protection) Order, 1999), has been recorded in heathy grassland on the site. The rare, 
Red Data Book species Bird’s-foot (Ornithopus perpusillus) is found in dry, sandy 
places at Knockroe in Co. Carlow.  
 
Small numbers of Red Grouse use the site – their numbers have declined here in 
recent years. 
 
Land use within the site is centred on grazing. Overall, sheep numbers are low, 
though there are some pockets where high numbers are found. In these areas there 
are patches of bare ground, an abundance of Mat-grass and in some places upland 
grassland replaces the heath. Burning of the Heather is carried out on what appears 
to be a rotational basis. Heather is regenerating in the burnt areas. From a distance 
the age structure is evident in the different hues of brown to be seen. Cattle are out-
wintered on the slopes just inside the boundary of the commonage. Severe poaching 
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is associated with this, especially where supplementary feeding is carried out. 
Coniferous forestry is present over much of the slopes of the mountain (outside of 
the site), extending to a height of 640 m north of Mount Leinster. 
 
The Blackstairs Mountains SAC is the only example of moorland above 300 m in 
Counties Wexford and Carlow. It includes good examples of dry heath, a habitat 
listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The plant and animal communities 
are typical of upland habitats, and the growth of Heather is particularly profuse, 
rivalling some of the larger areas of Heather cover in Co. Wicklow. The presence of 
rare and scarce species adds significantly to the conservation value of the site.  
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Site Name: Slaney River Valley SAC 
 
Site Code: 000781 
 
 
This site comprises the freshwater stretches of the River Slaney as far as the Wicklow 
Mountains; a number of tributaries, the larger of which include the Bann, Boro, 
Glasha, Clody, Derry, Derreen, Douglas and Carrigower Rivers; the estuary at 
Ferrycarrig; and Wexford Harbour. The site flows through the Counties of Wicklow, 
Wexford and Carlow. Towns along the site but not within it include Baltinglass, 
Hacketstown, Tinahely, Tullow, Bunclody, Camolin, Enniscorthy and Wexford. The 
river is up to 100 m wide in places and is tidal at the southern end from Edermine 
Bridge below Enniscorthy. In the upper and central regions almost as far as the 
confluence with the Derry River the geology consists of granite. Above Kilcarry 
Bridge, the Slaney has cut a gorge into the granite plain. The Derry and Bann Rivers 
are bounded by a narrow line of uplands which corresponds to schist outcrops. 
Where these tributaries cut through this belt of hard rocks they have carved deep 
gorges, more than two miles long at Tinahely and Shillelagh. South of Kildavin the 
Slaney flows through an area of Ordovician slates and grits. 
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[1130] Estuaries 
[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats 
[3260] Floating River Vegetation 
[91A0] Old Oak Woodlands 
[91E0] Alluvial Forests* 
 
[1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera) 
[1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) 
[1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) 
[1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) 
[1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax) 
[1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) 
[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 
[1365] Common (Harbour) Seal (Phoca vitulina) 

 
Floating river vegetation is found along much of the freshwater stretches within the 
site. Species present here include Pond Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus peltatus), other 
water-crowfoot species, Canadian Pondweed (Elodea canadensis), Broad-leaved 
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Pondweed (Potamogeton natans), water-milfoils (Myriophyllum spp.), Common Club-
rush (Scirpus lacustris), water-starworts (Callitriche spp.), Hemlock Water-dropwort 
(Oenanthe crocata), Fine-leaved Water-dropwort (O. aquatica), Common Duckweed 
(Lemna minor), Yellow Water-lily (Nuphar lutea), Unbranched Bur-reed (Sparganium 
emersum) and the moss Fontinalis antipyretica. Two rare aquatic plant species which 
are legally protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999, have been recorded in 
this site: Short-leaved Water-starwort (Callitriche truncata), a very rare, small aquatic 
herb found nowhere else in Ireland, and Opposite-leaved Pondweed (Groenlandia 
densa).  
 
Good examples of wet woodland are found associated with Macmine marshes, along 
the banks of the Slaney and its tributaries, and within reedswamps. Rusty Willow 
(Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia) scrub and pockets of wet woodland dominated by Alder 
(Alnus glutinosa) have become established in places. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and 
Downy Birch (Betula pubescens) are common in the latter and the ground flora is 
typical of wet woodland, with Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Wild Angelica 
(Angelica sylvestris), Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), horsetails (Equisetum spp.) and 
occasional tussocks of Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata). These woodlands 
have been described as two types: one is quite eutrophic, dominated by willow and 
subject to a tidal influence; while the other is flushed or spring-fed, subject to 
waterlogging but not to flooding, and dominated by Alder and Ash.  
 
Old oak woodlands are best represented at Tomnafinnoge, though patches are 
present throughout the site. At Tomnafinnoge the wood is dominated by mature, 
widely spaced Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea), which were planted around 1700, with 
some further planting in 1810. There is now a varied age structure with over-mature, 
mature and young trees. The open canopy permits light to reach the forest floor and 
encourages natural regeneration of Sessile Oak. As well as Sessile Oak, the wood 
includes occasional Beech (Fagus sylvatica), birch (Betula sp.), Rowan (Sorbus 
aucuparia) and Scots Pine (Pinus sylvestris). 
  
The shrub layer is well-developed with Hazel (Corylus avellana) and Holly (Ilex 
aquifolium) occurring. The ground layer consists of Great Wood-rush (Luzula 
sylvatica) and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), with some Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) 
and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). Herbaceous species in the ground layer include 
Primrose (Primula vulgaris), Wood-sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), Common Cow-wheat 
(Melampyrum pratense) and Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta). Many of the trees 
carry an epiphytic flora of mosses, Polypody (Polypodium vulgare), and lichens such 
as Usnea comosa, Evernia prunastri, Ramalina spp. and Parmelia spp. 
 
Tomnafinnoge Wood is a remnant of the ancient Shillelagh oak woods, and it 
appears that woodland has always been present on the site. In the past, the wood 
was managed as a Hazel coppice with Oak standards, a common form of woodland 
management in England but not widely practised in Ireland. The importance of the 
woodland lies in the size of the trees, their capacity to regenerate, their genetic 
continuity with ancient woodland and their historic interest. The nearest comparable 
stands are at Abbeyleix, Co. Laois and Portlaw, Co. Waterford. 
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Below Enniscorthy there are several areas of woodland with a mixed canopy of oak, 
Beech, Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), Ash and generally a good diverse ground 
flora. Near the mouth of the river at Ferrycarrig is a steep south facing slope covered 
with oak woodland. Holly and Hazel are the main species in the shrub layer and a 
species-rich ground flora typical of this type of oak woodland has abundant ferns 
(Dryopteris filix-mas, Polystichum setiferum and Phyllitis scolopendrium) and mosses 
(Thuidium tamariscinum, Mnium hornum and Eurynchium praelongum). North of 
Bunclody, the river valley still has a number of dry woodlands though these have 
mostly been managed by the estates, with the introduction of Beech and occasional 
conifers. The steeper sides are covered in a thick scrub from which taller trees 
protrude.  
 
At the southern end of the site, the Red Data Book species Yellow Archangel 
(Lamiastrum galeobdolon) occurs. Three more Red Data Book species have also been 
recorded from the site: Blue Fleabane (Erigeron acer), Basil Thyme (Acinos arvensis), 
and Small Cudweed (Logfia minima). Basil Thyme and Small Cudweed are protected 
under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. A nationally rare species, Summer 
Snowflake (Leucojum aestivum), is also found within the site. 
 
Mixed woodlands occur at Carrickduff and Coolaphuca in Bunclody. Oak trees, 
which make up the greater part of the canopy, were originally planted and at the 
present time are not regenerating actively. In time, if permitted, the woodland will 
probably become dominated by Beech. A fair number of Yew (Taxus baccata) trees 
have also reached a large size and these, together with Holly, give to the site some of 
the appearance of a south-western oak wood.  
 
The site is considered to contain a very good example of the extreme upper reaches 
of an estuary. Tidal reedbeds with wet woodland are present in places. The fringing 
reed communities support Sea Club-rush (Scirpus maritimus), Grey Club-rush (S. 
tabernaemontani) and abundant Common Reed (Phragmites australis). Other species 
occurring are Bulrush (Typha latifolia), Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea) and 
Branched Bur-reed (Sparganium erectum). The reedswamp is extensive around 
Macmine, where the river widens and there are islands with swamp and marsh 
vegetation. 
 
Further south of Macmine are expanses of intertidal mudflats and sandflats and 
shingle shore often fringed with a narrow band of saltmarsh and brackish vegetation. 
Narrow shingle beaches up to 10 m wide occur in places along the river banks and 
are exposed at low tide. Upslope the shingle is sometimes colonised by Saltmarsh 
Rush (Juncus gerardi), Townsend’s Cord-grass (Spartina townsendii), Common 
Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia maritima), Sea Aster (Aster tripolium), Hemlock Water-
dropwort and the non-native and invasive Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera).  
 
Wexford Harbour is an extensive, shallow estuary which dries out considerably at 
low tide exposing large expanses of mudflats and sandflats. Within these habitats 
four biological community complexes have been recorded: estuarine muds 
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dominated by polychaetes and crustaceans community complex; sand dominated by 
polychaetes community complex; mixed sediment community complex; and fine 
sand with Spiophanes bombyx community complex. The harbour is largely sheltered 
by the Raven Point to the north and Rosslare Point in the south. 
 
Other habitats present within the site include species-rich marsh in which sedges 
such as Carex disticha, Carex riparia and Carex vesicaria are common. Among the other 
species found in this habitat are Yellow Iris, Water Mint (Mentha aquatica), Purple 
Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) and Soft Rush (Juncus effusus). Extensive marshes occur 
to the west of Castlebridge associated with the tidal areas of the River Sow. 
 
The site supports populations of several species listed on Annex II of the E.U. 
Habitats Directive, including Sea Lamprey, River Lamprey and Brook Lamprey, 
Otter, Salmon, small numbers of Freshwater Pearl Mussel, and in the tidal stretches, 
Twaite Shad. A survey of the Derreen River in 1995 estimated the population of 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel at about 3,000 individuals. This is a significant population, 
especially in the context of eastern Ireland. The Slaney is primarily a spring salmon 
fishery and is regarded as one of the top rivers in Ireland for early spring fishing. The 
upper Slaney and tributary headwaters are very important for spawning. The site 
supports regionally significant numbers of Common Seal. This Annex II species 
occurs year-round in Wexford Harbour where several sandbanks are used for 
breeding, moulting and resting activity. At least 27 Common Seal regularly occur 
within the site. 
 
The site is of high ornithological importance also, with internationally important 
populations of Mute Swan (300), Light-bellied Brent Goose (200), Bar-tailed Godwit 
(1,843) and Black-tailed Godwit (350) occurring – all figures are average peaks for the 
five winters, 1995/96-99/2000. There are at least a further 18 species of wintering 
waterfowl which occur in numbers of national importance, i.e. Great-crested Grebe 
(123), Cormorant (443), Shelduck (903), Teal (800), Scaup (416), Goldeneye (151), Red-
breasted Merganser (226), Oystercatcher (1,800), Golden Plover (3,000), Grey Plover 
(1,412), Lapwing (5,000), Knot (566), Sanderling (262), Dunlin (3,037), Curlew (1,300), 
Redshank (535), Black-headed Gull (6,136) and Lesser Black-backed Gull (1,036). 
Several of the above populations represent substantial proportions of the national 
totals, especially Shelduck (6.1%), Scaup (5.9%), Red-breasted Merganser (5.6%), 
Grey Plover (18.8%, the top site in the country) and Black-headed Gull (6.1%). 
 
A nesting colony of Little Egret has recently become established within the site (12+ 
pairs in 2003) and birds are present in the area throughout the year. The sheltered 
estuarine habitat to the west of Wexford Bridge is the favoured location. Another 
very localised breeding species, Reed Warbler, is well established within the swamp 
vegetation along the River Slaney and on the South Slob (estimated as at least 10 
pairs). The River Slaney supports typical riparian species, including Dipper and 
Kingfisher. 
 
The site supports many of the mammal species occurring in Ireland. Those which are 
listed in the Irish Red Data Book include Pine Marten, Badger, Irish Hare and 
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Daubenton’s Bat. Common Frog (Rana temporaria), another Red Data Book species, 
also occurs within the site.  
 
Agriculture is the main land use. Arable crops are important. Improved grassland 
and silage account for much of the remainder. The spreading of slurry and fertiliser 
poses a threat to the water quality of this salmonid river and to the populations of 
E.U. Habitats Directive Annex II animal species within it. Run-off is undoubtedly 
occurring, as some of the fields slope steeply directly to the river bank. In addition, 
cattle have access to the river bank in places. Fishing is a main tourist attraction 
along stretches of the Slaney and its tributaries, and there are a number of Angler 
Associations, some with a number of boats. Fishing stands and styles have been 
erected in places. Both commercial and leisure fishing takes place. There are some 
gravel pits along the river below Bunclody and many of these are active. There is a 
large landfill site adjacent to the river close to Hacketstown and at Killurin. Boating, 
bait-digging and fishing occur in parts of Wexford Harbour. 
 
Waste water outflows, runoff from intensive agricultural enterprises, a meat factory 
at Clohamon, a landfill site adjacent to the river, and further industrial development 
upstream in Enniscorthy and in other towns could all have potential adverse impacts 
on the water quality unless they are carefully managed. The spread of exotic species 
is reducing the quality of the woodlands. 
 
The site supports populations of several species listed on Annex II of the E.U. 
Habitats Directive, and habitats listed on Annex I of this Directive, as well as 
important numbers of wintering wildfowl including some species listed on Annex I 
of the E.U. Birds Directive. The presence of wet and broadleaved woodlands 
increases the overall habitat diversity and the occurrence of a number of Red Data 
Book plant and animal species adds further importance to the site. Overall it is of 
considerable conservation significance.  
 



  SITE SYNOPSIS 
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Site Name: Holdenstown Bog SAC 
 
Site Code: 001757 
 
 
Holdenstown Bog is situated about 3 km south-east of Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow. It is 
a small raised bog surrounded by transition mire which has developed in a kettle 
hole.  
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[7140] Transition Mires 

 
At this site the whole bog is very wet and the surface has a hummock-hollow 
topography. The hummocks are dominated by Heather (Calluna vulgaris), while the 
hollows have a range of bog mosses (Sphagnum spp.). In addition, there is a good 
diversity of sedges (Carex spp.), including the scarce Bog Sedge (Carex limosa), the 
only known locality for this species in Co. Wicklow. Other typical bog plants found 
here include Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos) and Bogbean (Menyanthes trifoliata). 
 
The margins of the bog support wet scrub vegetation in which Alder (Alnus 
glutinosa) and Rusty Willow (Salix cinerea subsp. oleifolia) are prevalent. The rest of 
the bog perimeter is rich in sedges (Carex nigra, C. otrubae, C. hirta), rushes (Juncus 
articulatus and J. subnodulosus), as well as a range of wetland herbaceous plants such 
as Water Mint (Mentha aquatica), Marsh-marigold (Caltha palustris) and Water 
Horsetail (Equisetum fluviatile). 
 
Holdenstown Bog is of conservation importance as an intact example of transition 
mire, a habitat listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive, and for a range of 
plant species typical of incipient raised bog development. 
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Site Name: Wicklow Mountains SAC 
 
Site Code: 002122 
 
 
Wicklow Mountains SAC is a complex of upland areas in Counties Wicklow and 
Dublin, flanked by the Blessington reservoir to the west and Vartry reservoir in the 
east, Cruagh Mountain in the north and Lybagh Mountain in the south. Most of the 
site is over 300 m, with much ground over 600 m.  The highest peak is 925 m at 
Lugnaquilla. The Wicklow uplands comprise a core of granites flanked by 
Ordovician schists, mudstones and volcanics. The form of the Wicklow Glens is due 
to glacial erosion. The topography is typical of a mountain chain, showing the effects 
of more than one cycle of erosion. The massive granite has weathered 
characteristically into broad domes. Most of the western part of the site consists of an 
elevated moorland, covered by peat. The surrounding schists have assumed more 
diverse outlines, forming prominent peaks and rocky foothills with deep glens. The 
dominant topographical features are the products of glaciation. High corrie lakes, 
deep valleys and moraines are common features of this area. The substrate over 
much of the area is peat, usually less than 2 m deep. Poor mineral soil covers the 
slopes, and rock outcrops are frequent. The Wicklow Mountains are drained by 
several major rivers including the Dargle, Liffey, Dodder, Slaney and Avonmore. The 
river water in the mountain areas is often peaty, especially during floods.  
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority;  
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[3130] Oligotrophic to Mesotrophic Standing Waters 
[3160] Dystrophic Lakes 
[4010] Wet Heath 
[4030] Dry Heath 
[4060] Alpine and Subalpine Heaths 
[6230] Species-rich Nardus Grassland* 
[7130] Blanket Bogs (Active)* 
[8110] Siliceous Scree 
[8210] Calcareous Rocky Slopes 
[8220] Siliceous Rocky Slopes 
[91A0] Old Oak Woodlands 
 
[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 
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The vegetation over most of Wicklow Mountains SAC is a mosaic of heath, blanket 
bog and upland grassland (mostly on peaty soil, though some on mineral soil), 
stands of dense Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), and small woodlands mainly along 
the rivers. Mountain loughs and corrie lakes are scattered throughout the site.  
 
The two dominant vegetation communities in the area are heath and blanket bog. 
Heath vegetation, with both wet and dry heath well represented, occurs in 
association with blanket bog, upland acid grassland and rocky habitats. The wet 
heath is characterised by species such as Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Cross-leaved 
Heath (Erica tetralix), cottongrasses (Eriophorum spp.), Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), 
Mat-grass (Nardus stricta), bent grasses (Agrostis spp.) and bog mosses (Sphagnum 
spp.). In places the wet heath occurs in conjunction with flush communities and 
streamside vegetation, and here species such as Heath Rush (Juncus squarrosus) and 
sedges (Carex spp.) are found. Dry heath at this site is confined to shallow peaty soils 
on steep slopes where drainage is better and particularly in sheltered conditions. It is 
characterised by species such as Heather, gorse (Ulex spp.), Bell Heather (Erica 
cinerea), Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) and 
lichens (Cladonia spp.). In places the heath grades into upland grassland on mineral 
soil. 
 
Blanket bog is usually dominated by cottongrasses, Heather and bog mosses. On 
steeper slopes there is some flushing and here Purple Moor-grass, Heath Rush and 
certain Sphagnum species become more common. The Liffey Head blanket bog is 
among the best of its kind in eastern Ireland, with deep peat formations and an 
extensive system of dystrophic pools developed among the hummocks and hollows 
on the bog surface. The vegetation is largely dominated by Heather and Cross-leaved 
Heath, with cottongrasses (Eriophorum vaginatum and E. angustifolium), Deergrass 
(Scirpus cespitosus) and Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum). In drier areas, Bilberry 
and Cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) are common, while the scarce Bog-rosemary 
(Andromeda polifolia) is also found. Blanket bog occurs over extensive areas of deeper 
peat on the plateau and also on gentle slopes at high altitudes.  
 
Due to the underlying rock strata, the water of the rivers and streams is acid rather 
than alkaline. The water is generally oligotrophic and free from enrichment. The 
lakes within the area range from the high altitude lakes of Lough Firrib and Three 
Lakes, to the lower pater-noster lakes of Glendalough, Lough Tay and Lough Dan. 
Spectacular corrie lakes, such as Loughs Bray (Upper and Lower), Ouler, Cleevaun, 
Arts, Kellys and Nahanagan, exhibit fine sequences of moraine stages. The deep 
lakes are characteristically species-poor, but hold some interesting plants including 
an unusual form of Quillwort (Isoetes lacustris var. morei), a stonewort (Nitella sp.) and 
Floating Bur-reed (Sparganium angustifolium).  
 
Alpine vegetation occurs on some of the mountain tops, notably in the Lugnaquilla 
area, and also on exposed cliffs and scree slopes elsewhere in the site. Here alpine 
heath vegetation is represented with heath species such as Crowberry (Empetrum 
nigrum) and Cowberry, and others such as Dwarf Willow (Salix herbacea), the grey-
green moss Racomitrium lanuginosum, and scarce species such as Mountain Clubmoss 
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(Diphasiastrum alpinum), Firmoss (Huperzia selago), and Starry Saxifrage (Saxifraga 
stellaris). Some rare arctic-alpine species have been recorded, including Alpine 
Lady’s-mantle (Alchemilla alpina) and Alpine Saw-wort (Saussurea alpina). 
 
Small areas of old oakwood (Blechno-Quercetum petraeae type) occur on the slopes 
of Glendalough and Glenmalure, near Lough Tay and Lough Dan, with native 
Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) trees, many of which are 100-120 years old. On wetter 
areas, wet broadleaved semi-natural woodlands occur which are dominated by 
Downy Birch (Betula pubescens). Mixed woodland with non-native tree species also 
occurs. 
 
The site supports a range of rare plant species. Parsley Fern (Cryptogramma crispa), 
Marsh Clubmoss (Lycopodiella inundata), Lanceolate Spleenwort (Asplenium billotii), 
Small-white Orchid (Pseudorchis albida) and Bog Orchid (Hammarbya paludosa) are all 
legally protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. Greater Broomrape 
(Orobanche rapum-genistae), Alpine Saw-wort and Alpine Lady's-mantle are listed in 
the Irish Red Data Book. The rare Myxomycete fungus Echinostelium colliculosum has 
been recorded from the Military Road. 
 
The Red Data Book fish species Arctic Char has been recorded from Lough Dan, but 
this population may now have died out. 
 
Mammals and birds which occur are typical of the uplands. Deer are abundant, 
mainly hybrids between Red and Sika Deer. Other mammals include Hare, Badger 
and Otter, the latter being a species listed on Annex II of the E.U. Habitats Directive. 
Pine Marten has recently been confirmed as occurring within the site. Among the 
birds, Meadow Pipit, Skylark, Raven and Red Grouse are resident throughout the 
site. Wheatear, Whinchat and the scarce Ring Ouzel are summer visitors. Wood 
Warbler and Redstarts are rare breeding species of the woodlands. Dipper and Grey 
Wagtail are typical riparian species. Merlin and Peregrine, both Annex I species of 
the E.U. Birds Directive, breed within the site. Recently, Goosander has become 
established as a breeding species. 
 
Large areas of the site are owned by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) 
and are managed for nature conservation based on traditional land uses of upland 
areas. The most common land use is traditional sheep grazing, but others include 
turf cutting, mostly hand-cutting but some machine-cutting also occurs. These 
activities are largely confined to the Military Road, where there is easy access. Large 
areas which had been previously hand-cut and are now abandoned are regenerating. 
In the last 40 years, forestry has become an important land use in the uplands, and 
has affected both the wildlife and the hydrology of the area. Amenity use is very 
high, with Dublin city close to the site. Peat erosion is frequent on the peaks. This 
may be a natural process, but is likely to be accelerated by activities such as grazing. 
 
Wicklow Mountains is important as a complex, extensive upland site. It shows great 
diversity from a geomorphological and a topographical point of view. The vegetation 
provides examples of the typical upland habitats with heath, blanket bog and upland 
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grassland covering large, relatively undisturbed areas. In all, eleven habitats listed on 
Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive are found within the site. Several rare or  
protected plant and animal species occur, adding further to its value.  
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Site Name: Lower River Suir SAC 
 
Site Code: 002137 
 
 
Lower River Suir SAC consists of the freshwater stretches of the River Suir 
immediately south of Thurles, the tidal stretches as far as the confluence with the 
Barrow/Nore immediately east of Cheekpoint in Co. Waterford, and many tributaries 
including the Clodiagh in Co. Waterford, the Lingaun, Anner, Nier, Tar, Aherlow, 
Multeen and Clodiagh in Co. Tipperary. The Suir and its tributaries flow through the 
counties of Tipperary, Kilkenny and Waterford.  
 
Upstream of Waterford city, the swinging meanders of the Suir criss-cross the 
Devonian sandstone rim of hard rocks no less than three times as they leave the 
limestone-floored downfold below Carrick-on-Suir. In the vicinity of Carrick-on-Suir 
the river follows the limestone floor of the Carrick Syncline. Upstream of Clonmel 
the river and its tributaries traverse Upper Palaeozoic Rocks, mainly the Lower 
Carboniferous Visean and Tournaisian. The freshwater stretches of the Clodiagh 
River in Co. Waterford traverse Silurian rocks, through narrow bands of Old Red 
Sandstone and Lower Avonian Shales, before reaching the carboniferous limestone 
close to its confluence with the Suir. The Aherlow River flows through a 
Carboniferous limestone valley, with outcrops of Old Red Sandstone forming the 
Galtee Mountains to the south and the Slievenamuck range to the north. Glacial 
deposits of sands and gravels are common along the valley bottom, flanking the 
present-day river course. 
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows 
[1410] Mediterranean Salt Meadows 
[3260] Floating River Vegetation 
[6430] Hydrophilous Tall Herb Communities 
[91A0] Old Oak Woodlands 
[91E0] Alluvial Forests* 
[91J0] Yew Woodlands* 
 
[1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera) 
[1092] White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 
[1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) 
[1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) 
[1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) 
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[1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax) 
[1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) 
[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 

 
Alluvial wet woodland is a declining habitat type in Europe as a result of drainage 
and reclamation. The best examples of this type of woodland in the site are found on 
the islands just below Carrick-on-Suir and at Fiddown Island. Species occurring here 
include Almond Willow (Salix triandra), White Willow (S. alba), Rusty Willow (S. 
cinerea subsp. oleifolia), Osier (S. viminalis), with Yellow Iris (Iris pseudacorus), 
Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), 
Pendulous Sedge (Carex pendula), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and Common 
Valerian (Valeriana officinalis). The terrain is littered with dead trunks and branches 
and intersected with small channels which carry small streams to the river. The 
bryophyte and lichen floras appear to be rich. A small plot is currently being 
coppiced and managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. In the drier areas 
species such as Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Hawthorn (Crataegus 
monogyna) and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) occur.  
 
Eutrophic tall herb vegetation occurs in association with the various areas of alluvial 
forest and elsewhere where the floodplain of the river is intact. Characteristic species 
of the habitat include Meadowsweet, Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Marsh 
Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus), Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea) and Hedge Bindweed 
(Calystegia sepium). 
 
Old oak woodlands are also of importance at the site. The best examples are seen in 
Portlaw Wood which lies on both sides of the Clodiagh River. On the south-facing 
side the stand is more open and the oaks (mainly Pedunculate Oak, Quercus robur) 
are well grown and spreading. Ivy (Hedera helix) and Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) 
are common on the ground, indicating relatively high light conditions. Oak 
regeneration is dense, varying in age from 0-40 years and Holly (Ilex aquifolium) is 
fairly common but mostly quite young. Across the valley, by contrast, the trees are 
much more closely spaced and though taller, are poorly grown on average. There are 
no clearings; large oaks extend to the boundary wall. In the darker conditions, Ivy is 
much rarer and Holly much more frequent, forming a closed canopy in places. Oak 
regeneration is uncommon since there are as yet few natural clearings. The 
shallowness of the soil on the north-facing slope probably contributes to the poor 
tree growth there. The acid nature of the substrate has induced a ‘mountain’ type 
oakwood community to develop. The site is quite species-rich throughout, including 
an abundance of mosses, liverworts and lichens. The rare lichen Lobaria pulmonaria, 
an indicator of ancient woodlands, is found here.  
 
Inchinsquillib Wood consists of three small separate sloping blocks of woodland in a 
valley cut by the young Multeen River and its tributaries through acidic Old Red 
Sandstone and Silurian rocks. Two blocks, both with an eastern aspect, located to the 
north of the road, are predominantly of Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) and Hazel, with 
Downy Birch (Betula pubescens), Ash and Holly. The ground flora is quite mixed with, 
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for example, Wood-sedge (Carex sylvatica), Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), 
Primrose (Primula vulgaris), Wood-sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), Pignut (Conopodium 
majus) and Hard Fern (Blechnum spicant). The base poor nature of the underlying rock 
is to some extent masked by the overlying drift. The third block, to the south of the 
road, and with a northern aspect, is a similar although less mature mixture of Sessile 
Oak, Birch and Holly. Here the influence of the drift is more marked, with the 
occurrence of Wood Anemone (Anemone nemorosa) amongst the ground flora.  
 
Two stands of Yew (Taxus baccata) woods, a rare habitat in Ireland and the E.U., 
occur within the site. These are on limestone ridges at Shanbally and Cahir Park. 
Both are in woods planted with non-native species, including conifers. However, the 
area at Cahir Park is fairly substantial in size and includes some relatively 
undisturbed patches of wood and some very old trees. Regeneration of the Yew trees 
is mostly poor, due to competition from species such as Sycamore (Acer 
pseudoplatanus) and, at Shanbally, due to heavy grazing by goats. Other native 
species which occur with the Yew trees include Ash, Pedunculate Oak, Hazel and 
Spindle (Euonymus europaeus). Future prospects for these Yew woods are good as the 
sites are proposed for restoration under a Coillte E.U. LIFE programme.  
 
Floating river vegetation is evident in the freshwater stretches of the River Suir and 
along many of its tributaries. Typical species found include Canadian Pondweed 
(Elodea canadensis), water-milfoils (Myriophyllum spp.), Fennel Pondweed 
(Potamogeton pectinatus), Curled Pondweed (P. crispus), Perfoliate Pondweed (P. 
perfoliatus), Pond Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus peltatus), other crowfoots (Ranunculus 
spp.) and the moss Fontinalis antipyretica. At a couple of locations along the river 
Opposite-leaved Pondweed (Groenlandia densa) occurs. This species is protected 
under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. 
 
The Aherlow River is fast flowing and mostly follows a natural unmodified river 
channel. Submerged vegetation includes the aquatic moss Fontinalis antipyretica and 
Stream Water-crowfoot (R. pencillatus), while shallow areas support species such as 
Reed Canary-grass (Phalaris arundinacea), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga) and Water 
Mint (Mentha aquatica). The river bank is fringed in places with Alder (Alnus 
glutinosa) and willows (Salix spp.). 
 
The Multeen River is fast flowing, mostly gravel-bottomed and appears to follow a 
natural unmodified river channel. Water-crowfoots occur in abundance and the 
aquatic moss Fontinalis antipyretica is also common. In sheltered shallows, species 
such as Water-cress (Nasturtium officinale) and water-starworts (Callitriche spp.) occur. 
The river channel is fringed for most of its length with Alder, Willow and a narrow 
strip of marshy vegetation. 
 
Salt meadows occur below Waterford City in old meadows where the embankment 
is absent, or has been breached, and along the tidal stretches of some of the in-
flowing rivers below Little Island. There are very narrow, non-continuous bands of 
this habitat along both banks. More extensive areas are also seen along the south 
bank at Ballynakill, the east side of Little Island, and in three large salt meadows 
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between Ballynakill and Cheekpoint. The Atlantic and Mediterranean sub-types are 
generally intermixed. The species list is extensive and includes Red Fescue (Festuca 
rubra), oraches (Atriplex spp.), Sea Aster (Aster tripolium), Sea Couch (Elymus 
pycnanthus), frequent Sea Milkwort (Glaux maritima), occasional Wild Celery (Apium 
graveolens), Parsley Water-dropwort (Oenanthe lachenalii), English Scurvygrass 
(Cochlearia anglica) and Sea Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima). These species are more 
representative of the Atlantic sub-type of the habitat. Common Cord-grass (Spartina 
anglica), is rather frequent along the main channel edge and up the internal channels. 
The legally protected (Flora (Protection) Order, 1999) Meadow Barley (Hordeum 
secalinum) grows at the landward transition of the saltmarsh. Sea Rush (Juncus 
maritimus), an indicator of the Mediterranean salt meadows, also occurs.  
 
Other habitats at the site include wet and dry grassland, marsh, reedswamp, 
improved grassland, coniferous plantations, deciduous woodland, scrub, tidal river, 
stony shore and mudflats. The most dominant habitat adjoining the river is 
improved grassland, although there are wet fields with species such as Yellow Iris, 
Meadowsweet, rushes (Juncus spp.), Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris) and 
Cuckooflower (Cardamine pratensis).  
 
Cabragh marshes, just below Thurles, lie in a low-lying tributary valley into which 
the main river floods in winter. Here there is an extensive area of Common Reed 
(Phragmites australis) with associated marshland and peaty fen. The transition 
between vegetation types is often well displayed. A number of wetland plants of 
interest occur, in particular the Narrow-leaved Bulrush (Typha angustifolia), Bottle 
Sedge (Carex rostrata) and Blunt-flowered Rush (Juncus subnodulosus). The marsh is 
naturally eutrophic but it has also the nutritional legacy of the former sugar factory 
which discharged into it through a number of holding lagoons, now removed. 
Production is high, which is seen in the size of such species as Celery-leaved 
Buttercup (Ranunculus sceleratus), as well as in the reeds themselves.  
 
Throughout the Lower River Suir site are small areas of woodland other than those 
described above. These tend to be a mixture of native and non-native species, 
although there are some areas of semi-natural wet woodland with species such as 
Ash and willow. Cahir Park Woodlands is a narrow tract of mixed deciduous 
woodland lying on the flat-lying floodplain of the River Suir. This estate woodland 
was planted over one hundred years ago and it contains a large component of exotic 
tree species. However, due to original planting and natural regeneration there is now 
a good mix of native and exotic species. About 5 km north-west of Cashel, Ardmayle 
pond is a long, possibly artificial water body running parallel to the River Suir. It is 
partly shaded by planted Lime (Tilia hybrids), Sycamore and the native Alder. 
Growing beneath the trees are shade tolerant species such as Remote sedge (Carex 
remota). 
 
The site is of particular conservation interest for the presence of a number of Annex 
II animal species, including Freshwater Pearl Mussel (both Margaritifera margaritifera 
and M. margaritifera subsp. durrovensis occur), White-clawed Crayfish, Salmon, 
Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax fallax), three species of Lampreys - Sea Lamprey, Brook 
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Lamprey and River Lamprey, and Otter. This is one of only three known spawning 
grounds in the country for Twaite Shad. 
 
The site also supports populations of several other animal species. Those which are 
listed in the Irish Red Data Book include Daubenton’s Bat, Nattererer’s Bat, 
Pipistrelle Bat, Pine Marten, Badger, Irish Hare, Smelt and Common Frog. Breeding 
stocks of Carp are found in Kilsheelan Lake. This is one of only two lakes in the 
country which is known to have supported breeding Carp. Carp require unusually 
high summer water temperatures to breed in Ireland. As the site is therefore unusual 
in this regard, it may also support interesting invertebrate populations.  
 
Parts of the site have also been identified as of ornithological importance for a 
number of Annex I (E.U. Birds Directive) bird species, including Greenland White-
fronted Goose (10), Golden Plover (1,490), Whooper Swan (7) and Kingfisher. Figures 
given in brackets are the average maximum counts from four count areas within the 
site for the three winters 1994-1997. Wintering populations of migratory birds use the 
site. Flocks are seen in Coolfinn Marsh and also along the reedbeds and saltmarsh 
areas of the Suir. Coolfinn supports nationally important numbers of Greylag Goose 
on a regular basis, with numbers between 600 and 700 recorded. Other species 
occurring include Mallard (21), Teal (159), Wigeon (26), Tufted Duck (60), Pintail (4), 
Pochard (2), Little Grebe (2), Black-tailed Godwit (20), Oystercatcher (16), Lapwing 
(993), Dunlin (101), Curlew (195), Redshank (28), Greenshank (4) and Green 
Sandpiper (1). Nationally important numbers of Lapwing (2,750) were recorded at 
Faithlegg in the winter of 1996/97. In Cabragh marshes there is abundant food for 
surface feeding wildfowl which total approximately 1,000 in winter. Widgeon, Teal 
and Mallard are numerous, and the latter has a large breeding population, with up to 
400 in summer. In addition, less frequent species like Shoveler and Pintail occur and 
there are records for both Whooper and Bewick's swans. Kingfisher, a species that is 
listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, occurs along some of the many 
tributaries throughout the site. 
 
Land use at the site consists mainly of agricultural activities including grazing, silage 
production, fertilising and land reclamation. The grassland is intensively managed 
and the rivers are therefore vulnerable to pollution from run-off of fertilisers and 
slurry. Arable crops are also grown. Fishing is a main tourist attraction on stretches 
of the Suir and some of its tributaries, and there are a number of Angler Associations, 
some with a number of beats. Fishing stands and styles have been erected in places. 
Both commercial and leisure fishing takes place on the rivers. The Aherlow River is a 
designated Salmonid Water under the E.U. Freshwater Fish Directive. Other 
recreational activities such as boating, golfing and walking are also popular. Several 
industrial developments, which discharge into the river, border the site including 
three dairy related operations and a tannery. 
 
The Lower River Suir contains excellent examples of a number of Annex I habitats, 
including the priority habitats alluvial forest and Yew woodland. The site also 
supports populations of several important animals species, some listed on Annex II 
of the Habitats Directive or listed in the Irish Red Data Book. The presence of two 
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legally protected plants (Flora (Protection) Order, 1999) and the ornithological 
importance of the site adds further to the ecological interest and importance. 
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Site Name: River Barrow and River Nore SAC 
 
Site Code: 002162 
 
 
This site consists of the freshwater stretches of the Barrow and Nore River 
catchments as far upstream as the Slieve Bloom Mountains, and it also includes the 
tidal elements and estuary as far downstream as Creadun Head in Waterford. The 
site passes through eight counties – Offaly, Kildare, Laois, Carlow, Kilkenny, 
Tipperary, Wexford and Waterford. Major towns along the edge of the site include 
Mountmellick, Portarlington, Monasterevin, Stradbally, Athy, Carlow, 
Leighlinbridge, Graiguenamanagh, New Ross, Inistioge, Thomastown, Callan, 
Bennettsbridge, Kilkenny and Durrow. The larger of the many tributaries include the 
Lerr, Fushoge, Mountain, Aughavaud, Owenass, Boherbaun and Stradbally Rivers of 
the Barrow, and the Delour, Dinin, Erkina, Owveg, Munster, Arrigle and King’s 
Rivers on the Nore.  
 
Both rivers rise in the Old Red Sandstone of the Slieve Bloom Mountains before 
passing through a band of Carboniferous shales and sandstones. The Nore, for a 
large part of its course, traverses limestone plains and then Old Red Sandstone for a 
short stretch below Thomastown. Before joining the Barrow it runs over intrusive 
rocks poor in silica. The upper reaches of the Barrow also run through limestone. The 
middle reaches and many of the eastern tributaries, sourced in the Blackstairs 
Mountains, run through Leinster Granite. The southern end, like the Nore runs over 
intrusive rocks poor in silica. Waterford Harbour is a deep valley excavated by 
glacial floodwaters when the sea level was lower than today. The coast shelves quite 
rapidly along much of the shore. 
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[1130] Estuaries 
[1140] Tidal Mudflats and Sandflats 
[1310] Salicornia Mud 
[1330] Atlantic Salt Meadows 
[1410] Mediterranean Salt Meadows 
[3260] Floating River Vegetation 
[4030] Dry Heath 
[6430] Hydrophilous Tall Herb Communities 
[7220] Petrifying Springs* 
[91A0] Old Oak Woodlands 
[91E0] Alluvial Forests* 
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[1016] Desmoulin's Whorl Snail (Vertigo moulinsiana) 
[1029] Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera) 
[1092] White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) 
[1095] Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) 
[1096] Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) 
[1099] River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) 
[1103] Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax) 
[1106] Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) 
[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 
[1421] Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum) 
[1990] Nore Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera durrovensis) 

 
Good examples of alluvial forest (a priority habitat on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats 
Directive) are seen at Rathsnagadan, Murphy’s of the River, in Abbeyleix estate and 
along other shorter stretches of both the tidal and freshwater elements of the site. 
Typical species seen include Almond Willow (Salix triandra), White Willow (S. alba), 
Rusty Willow (S. cinerea subsp. oleifolia), Crack Willow (S. fragilis) and Osier (S. 
viminalis), along with Iris (Iris pseudacorus), Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oenanthe 
crocata), Wild Angelica (Angelica sylvestris), Thin-spiked Wood-sedge (Carex strigosa), 
Pendulous Sedge (C. pendula), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria), Common Valerian 
(Valeriana officinalis) and the Red Data Book species Nettle-leaved Bellflower 
(Campanula trachelium).  
 
A good example of petrifying springs with tufa formations occurs at Dysart Wood 
along the Nore. This is a rare habitat in Ireland and one listed with priority status on 
Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. These hard water springs are characterised by 
lime encrustations, often associated with small waterfalls. A rich bryophyte flora is 
typical of the habitat and two diagnostic species, Cratoneuron commutatum var. 
commutatum and Eucladium verticillatum, have been recorded. 
 
The best examples of old oak woodlands are seen in the ancient Park Hill woodland 
in the estate at Abbeyleix; at Kyleadohir, on the Delour, Forest Wood House, 
Kylecorragh and Brownstown Woods on the Nore; and at Cloghristic Wood, 
Drummond Wood and Borris Demesne on the Barrow, though other patches occur 
throughout the site. Abbeyleix Woods is a large tract of mixed deciduous woodland 
which is one of the only remaining true ancient woodlands in Ireland. Historical 
records show that Park Hill has been continuously wooded since the 16th century and 
has the most complete written record of any woodland in the country. It supports a 
variety of woodland habitats and an exceptional diversity of species including 22 
native trees, 44 bryophytes and 92 lichens. It also contains eight indicator species of 
ancient woodlands. Park Hill is also the site of two rare plants, Nettle-leaved 
Bellflower and the moss Leucodon sciuroides. The rare Myxomycete fungus, Licea 
minima has been recorded from woodland at Abbeyleix.  
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Oak woodland covers parts of the valley side south of Woodstock and is well 
developed at Brownsford where the Nore takes several sharp bends. The steep valley 
side is covered by oak (Quercus spp.), Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Hazel (Corylus avellana) 
and Downy Birch (Betula pubescens), with some Beech (Fagus sylvatica) and Ash 
(Fraxinus excelsior). All the trees are regenerating through a cover of Bramble (Rubus 
fruticosus agg.), Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea), Great Wood-rush (Luzula sylvatica) and 
Broad Buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata).  
 
On the steeply sloping banks of the River Nore, about 5 km west of New Ross, in Co. 
Kilkenny, Kylecorragh Woods form a prominent feature in the landscape. This is an 
excellent example of a relatively undisturbed, relict oak woodland with a very good 
tree canopy. The wood is quite damp and there is a rich and varied ground flora. At 
Brownstown a small, mature oak dominated woodland occurs on a steep slope. 
There is younger woodland to the north and east of it. Regeneration throughout is 
evident. The understorey is similar to the woods at Brownsford. The ground flora of 
this woodland is developed on acidic, brown earth type soil and comprises a thick 
carpet of Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), Heather (Calluna vulgaris), Hard Fern 
(Blechnum spicant), Common Cow-wheat (Melampyrum pratense) and Bracken 
(Pteridium aquilinum). 
 
Borris Demesne contains a very good example of a semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland in very good condition. There is quite a high degree of natural re-
generation of oak and Ash through the woodland. At the northern end of the estate 
oak species predominate. Drummond Wood, also on the Barrow, consists of three 
blocks of deciduous woods situated on steep slopes above the river. The deciduous 
trees are mostly oak species. The woods have a well established understorey of 
Holly, and the herb layer is varied, with Bramble abundant. The whitebeam Sorbus 
devoniensis has also been recorded here.  
 
Eutrophic tall herb vegetation occurs in association with the various areas of alluvial 
forest and elsewhere where the floodplain of the river is intact. Characteristic species 
of the habitat include Meadowsweet, Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria), Marsh 
Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus), Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea) and Hedge Bindweed 
(Calystegia sepium). Indian Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), an introduced and invasive 
species, is abundant in places. 
 
Floating river vegetation is well represented in the Barrow and in the many 
tributaries of the site. In the Barrow the species found include water-starworts 
(Callitriche spp.), Canadian Pondweed (Elodea canadensis), Bulbous Rush (Juncus 
bulbosus), water-milfoils (Myriophyllum spp.), the pondweed Potamogeton x nitens, 
Broad-leaved Pondweed (P. natans), Fennel Pondweed (P. pectinatus), Perfoliated 
Pondweed (P. perfoliatus) and crowfoots (Ranunculus spp.). The water quality of the 
Barrow has improved since the vegetation survey was carried out (EPA, 1996). 
 
Dry heath at the site occurs in pockets along the steep valley sides of the rivers 
especially in the Barrow Valley and along the Barrow tributaries where they occur in 
the foothills of the Blackstairs Mountains. The dry heath vegetation along the slopes 
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of the river bank consists of Bracken and Gorse (Ulex europaeus) with patches of 
acidic grassland vegetation. Additional typical species include Heath Bedstraw 
(Galium saxatile), Foxglove, Common Sorrel (Rumex acetosa) and Creeping Bent 
(Agrostis stolonifera). On the steep slopes above New Ross the Red Data Book species 
Greater Broomrape (Orobanche rapum-genistae) has been recorded. Where rocky 
outcrops are shown on the maps Bilberry and Great Wood-rush are present. At 
Ballyhack a small area of dry heath is interspersed with patches of lowland dry 
grassland. These support a number of clover species, including the legally protected 
Clustered Clover (Trifolium glomeratum) - a species known from only one other site in 
Ireland. This grassland community is especially well developed on the west side of 
the mud-capped walls by the road. On the east of the cliffs a group of rock-dwelling 
species occur, i.e. English Stonecrop (Sedum anglicum), Sheep's-bit (Jasione montana) 
and Wild Madder (Rubia peregrina). These rocks also support good lichen and moss 
assemblages with Ramalina subfarinacea and Hedwigia ciliata.  
 
Dry heath at the site generally grades into wet woodland or wet swamp vegetation 
lower down the slopes on the river bank. Close to the Blackstairs Mountains, in the 
foothills associated with the Aughnabrisky, Aughavaud and Mountain Rivers there 
are small patches of wet heath dominated by Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) 
with Heather, Tormentil (Potentilla erecta), Carnation Sedge (Carex panicea) and Bell 
Heather (Erica cinerea).  
 
Salt meadows occur at the southern section of the site in old meadows where the 
embankment has been breached, along the tidal stretches of in-flowing rivers below 
Stokestown House, in a narrow band on the channel side of Common Reed 
(Phragmites australis) beds and in narrow fragmented strips along the open shoreline. 
In the larger areas of salt meadow, notably at Carrickcloney, Ballinlaw Ferry and 
Rochestown on the west bank; Fisherstown, Alderton and Great Island to Dunbrody 
on the east bank, the Atlantic and Mediterranean sub types are generally intermixed. 
At the upper edge of the salt meadow in the narrow ecotonal areas bordering the 
grasslands where there is significant percolation of salt water, the legally protected 
species Borrer’s Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia fasciculata) and Meadow Barley (Hordeum 
secalinum) are found. The very rare and also legally protected Divided Sedge (Carex 
divisa) is also found. Sea Rush (Juncus maritimus) is also present. Other plants 
recorded and associated with salt meadows include Sea Aster (Aster tripolium), Thrift 
(Armeria maritima), Sea Couch (Elymus pycnanthus), Spear-leaved Orache (Atriplex 
prostrata), Lesser Sea-spurrey (Spergularia marina), Sea Arrowgrass (Triglochin 
maritima) and Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima).  
 
Glassworts (Salicornia spp.) and other annuals colonising mud and sand are found in 
the creeks of the saltmarshes and at the seaward edges of them. The habitat also 
occurs in small amounts on some stretches of the shore free of stones.  
 
The estuary and the other E.U. Habitats Directive Annex I habitats within it form a 
large component of the site. Extensive areas of intertidal flats, comprised of 
substrates ranging from fine, silty mud to coarse sand with pebbles/stones are 
present. Good quality intertidal sand and mudflats have developed on a linear shelf 
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on the western side of Waterford Harbour, extending for over 6 km from north to 
south between Passage East and Creadaun Head, and in places are over 1 km wide. 
The sediments are mostly firm sands, though grade into muddy sands towards the 
upper shore. They have a typical macro-invertebrate fauna, characterised by 
polychaetes and bivalves. Common species include Arenicola marina, Nephtys 
hombergii, Scoloplos armiger, Lanice conchilega and Cerastoderma edule. 
 
The western shore of the harbour is generally stony and backed by low cliffs of 
glacial drift. At Woodstown there is a sandy beach, now much influenced by 
recreation pressure and erosion. Behind it a lagoonal marsh has been impounded 
which runs westwards from Gaultiere Lodge along the course of a slow stream. An 
extensive reedbed occurs here. At the edges is a tall fen dominated by sedges (Carex 
spp.), Meadowsweet, willowherbs (Epilobium spp.) and rushes (Juncus spp.). Wet 
woodland also occurs.  
 
The dunes which fringe the strand at Duncannon are dominated by Marram 
(Ammophila arenaria) towards the sea. Other species present include Wild Clary/Sage 
(Salvia verbenaca), a rare Red Data Book species. The rocks around Duncannon ford 
have a rich flora of seaweeds typical of a moderately exposed shore and the cliffs 
themselves support a number of coastal species on ledges, including Thrift, Rock 
Samphire (Crithmum maritimum) and Buck's-horn Plantain (Plantago coronopus).  
 
Other habitats which occur throughout the site include wet grassland, marsh, 
reedswamp, improved grassland, arable land, quarries, coniferous plantations, 
deciduous woodland, scrub and ponds.  
 
Seventeen Red Data Book plant species have been recorded within the site, most in 
the recent past. These are Killarney Fern (Trichomanes speciosum), Divided Sedge, 
Clustered Clover, Basil Thyme (Acinos arvensis), Red Hemp-nettle (Galeopsis 
angustifolia), Borrer’s Saltmarsh-grass, Meadow Barley, Opposite-leaved Pondweed 
(Groenlandia densa), Meadow Saffron/Autumn Crocus (Colchicum autumnale), Wild 
Clary/Sage, Nettle-leaved Bellflower, Saw-wort (Serratula tinctoria), Bird Cherry 
(Prunus padus), Blue Fleabane (Erigeron acer), Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera), Ivy 
Broomrape (Orobanche hederae) and Greater Broomrape. Of these, the first nine are 
protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. Divided Sedge was thought to be 
extinct but has been found in a few locations in the site since 1990. In addition plants 
which do not have a very wide distribution in the country are found in the site 
including Thin-spiked Wood-sedge, Field Garlic (Allium oleraceum) and Summer 
Snowflake. Six rare lichens, indicators of ancient woodland, are found including 
Lobaria laetevirens and L. pulmonaria. The rare moss Leucodon sciuroides also occurs. 
 
The site is very important for the presence of a number of E.U. Habitats Directive 
Annex II animal species including Freshwater Pearl Mussel (both Margaritifera 
margaritifera and M. m. durrovensis), White-clawed Crayfish, Salmon, Twaite Shad, 
three lamprey species – Sea Lamprey, Brook Lamprey and River Lamprey, the tiny 
whorl snail Vertigo moulinsiana and Otter. This is the only site in the world for the 
hard water form of the Freshwater Pearl Mussel, M. m. durrovensis, and one of only a 
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handful of spawning grounds in the country for Twaite Shad. The freshwater 
stretches of the River Nore main channel is a designated salmonid river. The 
Barrow/Nore is mainly a grilse fishery though spring salmon fishing is good in the 
vicinity of Thomastown and Inistioge on the Nore. The upper stretches of the Barrow 
and Nore, particularly the Owenass River, are very important for spawning. 
 
The site supports many other important animal species. Those which are listed in the 
Irish Red Data Book include Daubenton’s Bat, Badger, Irish Hare and Common Frog. 
The rare Red Data Book fish species Smelt (Osmerus eperlanus) occurs in estuarine 
stretches of the site. In addition to the Freshwater Pearl Mussel, the site also supports 
two other freshwater mussel species, Anodonta anatina and A. cygnea.  
 
Three rare invertebrates have been recorded in alluvial woodland at Murphy’s of the 
River. These are: Neoascia obliqua (Order Diptera: Syrphidae), Tetanocera freyi (Order 
Diptera: Sciomyzidae) and Dictya umbrarum (Order Diptera: Sciomyzidae). The rare 
invertebrate, Mitostoma chrysomelas (Order Arachnida), occurs in the old oak 
woodland at Abbeyleix and only two other sites in the country. Two flies (Order 
Diptera) Chrysogaster virescens and Hybomitra muhlfeldi also occur at this woodland. 
 
The site is of ornithological importance for a number of E.U. Birds Directive Annex I 
species, including Greenland White-fronted Goose, Whooper Swan, Bewick’s Swan, 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Peregrine and Kingfisher. Nationally important numbers of 
Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit are found during the winter. Wintering flocks 
of migratory birds are seen in Shanahoe Marsh and the Curragh and Goul Marsh, 
both in Co. Laois, and also along the Barrow Estuary in Waterford Harbour. There is 
also an extensive autumnal roosting site in the reedbeds of the Barrow Estuary used 
by Swallows before they leave the country. The old oak woodland at Abbeyleix has a 
typical bird fauna including Jay, Long-eared Owl and Raven. The reedbed at 
Woodstown supports populations of typical waterbirds including Mallard, Snipe, 
Sedge Warbler and Water Rail. 
 
Land use at the site consists mainly of agricultural activities – mostly intensive in 
nature and principally grazing and silage production. Slurry is spread over much of 
the area. Arable crops are also grown. The spreading of slurry and fertiliser poses a 
threat to the water quality of the salmonid river and to the populations of E.U. 
Habitats Directive Annex II animal species within the site. Many of the woodlands 
along the rivers belong to old estates and support many non-native species. Little 
active woodland management occurs. Fishing is a main tourist attraction along 
stretches of the main rivers and their tributaries and there are a number of Angler 
Associations, some with a number of beats. Fishing stands and styles have been 
erected in places. Both commercial and leisure fishing takes place on the rivers. There 
is net fishing in the estuary and a mussel bed also. Other recreational activities such 
as boating, golfing and walking, particularly along the Barrow towpath, are also 
popular. There is a golf course on the banks of the Nore at Mount Juliet and GAA 
pitches on the banks at Inistioge and Thomastown. There are active and disused sand 
and gravel pits throughout the site. Several industrial developments, which 
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discharge into the river, border the site. New Ross is an important shipping port. 
Shipping to and from Waterford and Belview ports also passes through the estuary. 
 
The main threats to the site and current damaging activities include high inputs of 
nutrients into the river system from agricultural run-off and several sewage plants, 
over-grazing within the woodland areas, and invasion by non-native species, for 
example Cherry Laurel (Prunus laurocerasus) and Rhododendron (Rhododendron 
ponticum). The water quality of the site remains vulnerable. Good quality water is 
necessary to maintain the populations of the Annex II animal species listed above. 
Good quality is dependent on controlling fertilisation of the grasslands, particularly 
along the Nore. It also requires that sewage be properly treated before discharge. 
Drainage activities in the catchment can lead to flash floods which can damage the 
many Annex II species present. Capital and maintenance dredging within the lower 
reaches of the system pose a threat to migrating fish species such as lamprey and 
shad. Land reclamation also poses a threat to the salt meadows and the populations 
of legally protected species therein. 
 
Overall, the site is of considerable conservation significance for the occurrence of 
good examples of habitats and of populations of plant and animal species that are 
listed on Annexes I and II of the E.U. Habitats Directive. Furthermore it is of high 
conservation value for the populations of bird species that use it. The occurrence of 
several Red Data Book plant species including three rare plants in the salt meadows 
and the population of the hard water form of the Freshwater Pearl Mussel, which is 
limited to a 10 km stretch of the Nore, add further interest to this site. 
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Site Name: Thomastown Quarry SAC 
 
Site Code: 002252 
 
 
Thomastown Quarry is situated along the R700 road about 1 km north of 
Thomastown, Co. Kilkenny. It comprises a disused limestone quarry in which an 
excellent diversity of calcareous habitat types has developed.  
 
The site is a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) selected for the following habitats 
and/or species listed on Annex I / II of the E.U. Habitats Directive (* = priority; 
numbers in brackets are Natura 2000 codes): 
 

[7220] Petrifying Springs* 

 
Bare rock accounts for a significant area of the site, occurring both on cliff faces and 
the quarry floor. These rocky surfaces are well covered with lichens and mosses, and, 
particularly where there is shallow soil, also have species such as Biting Stonecrop 
(Sedum acre), White Stonecrop (S. album), Rue-leaved Saxifrage (Saxifraga tridactylites), 
Fairy Flax (Linum catharticum), Yellow-wort (Blackstonia perfoliata) and Blue Fleabane 
(Erigeron acre), the latter species being listed in the Irish Red Data Book. Ferns are 
frequent, with Rustyback (Ceterach officinarum) and Maidenhair Spleenwort 
(Asplenium trichomanes) amongst others. Where deeper calcareous soils occur on the 
dry rocky surfaces, species such as Red Fescue (Festuca rubra), Quaking-grass (Briza 
media), Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium verum), Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris), Common 
Restharrow (Ononis repens), Pale Flax (Linum bienne) and Pyramidal Orchid 
(Anacamptis pyramidalis) are found.  
 
Seepage lines or springs are a feature of the site and of particular importance is the 
presence of petrifying springs with tufa formations. This rare habitat is rich in 
bryophytes, most notably Palustriella commutata var. commutata and Cratoneuron 
filicinum. Other species include Calliergon giganteum, Campylium stellatum, Bryum 
pseudotriquetrum, Drepanocladus revolvens, Hylocomum splendens and Aneura pinguis.  
 
Alkaline fen vegetation has developed over some of the seepage areas and also 
around the various ponds that occur on the quarry floor. The fen vegetation is quite 
species rich and includes Jointed Rush (Juncus articulatus), Toad Rush (J. bufonius), 
Common Spike-rush (Eleocharis palustris), various sedges (e.g. Carex panicea and C. 
lepidocarpa), Marsh Lousewort (Pedicularis palustris), Brooklime (Veronica beccabunga), 
Early Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza incarnata) and Common Fleabane (Pulicaria 
dysenterica). Bryophytes are frequent in the fen habitat. Wetland plants such as 
Water-plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), Bulrush (Typha latifolia), Water Horsetail 
(Equisetum fluviatile) and Common Cottongrass (Eriophorum angustifolium) occur at 
the margins of the ponds.  
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The ponds support populations of the Common Frog and Common Newt, both 
legally protected species. A limited survey of the aquatic invertebrates recorded the 
presence of two rare species for Ireland, the beetle (Order Coleoptera) Haliplus 
variegatus and the Corixid bug Hesperocorixa moesta.  
 
Despite its small size, this site has an excellent diversity of calcareous habitats, 
including petrifying springs, a habitat with priority status on Annex I of the E.U. 
Habitats Directive. The presence of rare and uncommon species of plant and animal 
add further to its interest and importance.  
 



SITE SYNOPSES  

 

 

SITE NAME:  THE RAVEN SPA  

 

SITE CODE:  004019  

 

 

The Raven SPA is situated on the north side of Wexford Harbour, incorporating the 

dynamic sand dune system of Raven Point and the coastal strip running north to 

Blackwater Head.  The seaward boundary of the site extends a distance of 2 km from 

the shoreline.    

 

The Raven sand dune system comprises a suite of coastal habitats listed on Annex I of 

the EU Habitats Directive.  The dynamic nature of the system is best seen at the 

southern end of the site where sand flats, lagoons, driftlines and small dune slacks 

develop and are being continuously transformed by the activity of the sea and the 

wind.  Much of the dunes was planted with commercial conifer forest in the 1930s and 

1950s, partly as a coastal defence measure to stabilise the dunes and protect the polder 

behind.  The unplanted areas of fixed dunes are fairly typical of the habitat, with a low 

open sward of grasses, herbs, bryophytes and lichens occurring amongst areas of 

Marram Grass (Ammophila arenaria).   Species present include Red Fescue (Festuca 

rubra), Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), Lady’s Bedstraw (Galium 

verum),  and Sea Pansy (Viola tricolor subsp. curtisii).  A feature of the site is the 

presence of dune slacks.  Some of the current slack communities are associated with 

artificial ponds that were originally created as forest fire control reservoirs.  Where the 

slacks maintain moist conditions, characteristic species include Creeping Willow 

(Salix repens), Common Sedge (Carex nigra) and Heath-grass (Danthonia 

decumbens).  Dune ridges with Marram Grass (Ammophila arenaria) occur in a more 

or less continuous band as far as Blackwater Head.  A number of rare and protected 

plants have also been recorded from this dune system including Round-leaved 

Wintergreen (Pyrola rotundifolia subsp. maritima), Lesser Centaury (Centaurium 

pulchellum) and Wild Asparagus (Asparagus officinalis subsp. prostrata).  A small, 

though good example of Atlantic salt meadow occurs below the fixed dunes at the 

more sheltered western side of Raven  Point.   

 

The sheltered intertidal shore to the west of Raven Point supports communities of 

bivalves and worms (e.g. Common Cockle (Cerastoderma edule), Lugworm 

(Arenicola marina).  The steeper shore to the north-east of the Point, which is 

predominantly sandy sediment, supports a sparser fauna, but with one notable species 

Pseudorchestoidea brito - a sandhopper which is known from only one other location 

in Ireland. 

 

The Raven has important bird interests, being part of the Wexford Slobs and 

Harbour complex.  Of critical significance is that it forms the principal night roost 

for the internationally important Wexford Harbour population of Greenland White-

fronted Geese.  A range of other waterfowl species are attracted to the site during 

winter, both for feeding and roosting purposes.  The shallow waters within the site 

are particularly suitable for divers, grebes and seaduck.  Counts during the five 



winters 1995/96 to 1999/00 recorded the following species in Nationally Important 

numbers (figures are average maxima over the 5 winters): Cormorant (218), 

Common Scoter (3,234), Red-breasted Merganser (84), Grey Plover (448) and 

Sanderling (81).  The Scoter population represents over 25% of the national total.   

The population of Red-throated Diver (77) is also of national importance and these 

shallow waters support one of the largest populations in the country.  Other species 

which occur in significant numbers include Great Northern Diver (24), Great 

Crested Grebe (10), Slavonian Grebe (4), Wigeon (67), Mallard (75), Golden 

Plover (569), Lapwing (115), Knot (131), Dunlin (552), Bar-tailed Godwit (112), 

Curlew (93), Black-headed Gull (386) and Common Gull (157).  Other species 

using the site include Shelduck (16), Oystercatcher (93) and Ringed Plover (12).   

 

In addition to the Greenland White-fronted Geese, the occurrence of Red-throated 

Diver, Great Northern Diver, Slavonian Grebe, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed 

Godwit is of especial conservation interest as these are listed on Annex I of the 

E.U. Birds Directive.   

 

The Raven SPA is an important breeding site for Little Tern, with up to 30 pairs in 

some years.   The birds nest on the shingle and sandy beaches or on offshore 

sandbanks.  Numbers vary a lot between years, partly due to the suitability of 

potential nesting habitat after the winter storms.  A number of pairs of Ringed 

Plover breed on the sandy beaches.   

 

This site is of international ornithological importance as it provides crucial roosting 

habitat for the Wexford Harbour flock of Greenland White-fronted Geese.  The site 

also provides habitat for a range of other species, including six which have 

populations of National Importance; the Raven is probably the most regular site in the 

country for Slavonian Grebe.  Of particular significance is that six of the wintering 

species are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Red-throated Diver, 

Great Northern Diver, Slavonian Grebe, Golden Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit and 

Greenland White-fronted Goose.  Little Tern, a species breeding in the site, is also 

listed on Annex I of this directive.  Owing to the recognised importance of the area, 

Raven Point is a statutory Nature Reserve and a Ramsar site.   
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SITE SYNOPSIS  
 
 
SITE NAME:  WICKLOW MOUNTAINS SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004040  
 
 
This is an extensive upland site, comprising a substantial part of the Wicklow 
Mountains.  Most of the site is in Co. Wicklow, but a small area lies in Co. Dublin.  
The underlying geology of the site is mainly of Leinster granites, flanked by 
Ordovician schists, mudstones and volcanics.  The area was subject to glaciation and 
features fine examples of glacial lakes, deep valleys and moraines.  Most of site is 
over 300 m, with much ground being over 600 m; the highest peak is Lugnaquillia 
(925 m).  The substrate over much of site is peat, with poor mineral soil occurring on 
the slopes and lower ground.  Exposed rock and scree are features of the site.  The 
predominant habitats present are blanket bog, heaths and upland grassland. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Merlin and Peregrine. 
 
A series of surveys of the Wicklow Mountains SPA indicates that up to 9 pairs of 
Merlin breed within the site in any one year.  Traditionally a ground-nesting species, 
Merlin in the Wicklow Mountains are usually found nesting in old crows nests in 
conifer plantations.  The open peatlands provide excellent foraging habitat for Merlin 
with small birds such as Meadow Pipit being their main prey.  The cliffs and crags 
within the site also provide ideal breeding locations for Peregrine (20 pairs in 2002).  
Other birds of the open peatlands and scree slopes that have been recorded within the 
site include Ring Ouzel and Red Grouse. 
 
The Wicklow Mountains SPA is of high ornithological importance as it supports 
nationally important populations of Merlin and Peregrine, both species that are listed 
on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. 
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SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME:  WEXFORD HARBOUR AND SLOBS SPA

SITE CODE:  004076

Wexford Harbour is the lowermost part of the estuary of the River Slaney, a major

river that drains much of the south-east region.  The site is divided between the natural

estuarine habitats of Wexford Harbour, the reclaimed polders known as the North and

South ‘Slobs’, and the tidal section of the River Slaney.  The seaward boundary

extends from the Rosslare peninsula in the south to the area just west of The Raven

Point in the north.   Shallow marine water is a principal habitat, but at low tide

extensive areas of intertidal flats are exposed.  These vary from rippled sands in

exposed areas to sandy-muds in the more sheltered areas, especially at Hopeland and

the inner estuary to the west of Wexford bridge.   The flats support a rich macro-

invertebrate fauna, including the bivalves Cockle (Cerastoderma edule), Baltic Tellin

(Macoma balthica) and Peppery Furrow-shell (Scrobicularia plana), the polychaetes

Lugworm (Arenicola marina), Catworm (Nepthys hombergi) and Ragworm (Hediste

diversicolor) and the crustacean Corophium volutator.  Beds of mussels (Mytilus

edulis) also occur.  Salt marshes fringe the intertidal flats, especially in the sheltered

areas such as Hopeland and towards Castlebridge.  The Slobs are two flat areas of

farmland, mainly arable and pasture grassland, empoldered behind 19
th

 century sea-

walls.  The lands are drained by a network of channels which flow into two central

channels, in parts several hundred metres in width.  Water from the channels is

pumped into the sea with electric pumps.  The channels often support swamp

vegetation.  The river section of the site is extensive, extending to Enniscorthy, a

distance of almost 20 km from Wexford town.  It is noticeably tidal as far as Edermine

Bridge but with tidal influence right up to Enniscorthy.  In places, such as the

Macmine marshes, it is several hundreds metres wide and here reedswamp is well

developed

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special

conservation interest for the following species: Little Grebe, Great Crested Grebe,

Cormorant, Bewick’s Swan, Whooper Swan, Greenland White-fronted Goose, Light-

bellied Brent Goose, Shelduck, Wigeon, Teal, Mallard, Pintail, Scaup, Goldeneye,

Red-breasted Merganser, Hen Harrier, Coot, Oystercatcher, Golden Plover, Grey

Plover, Lapwing, Knot, Sanderling, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit,

Curlew, Redshank, Black-headed Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Little Tern.

The site is also of special conservation interest for holding an assemblage of over

20,000 wintering waterbirds.  The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to

wetlands, and as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are

of special conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds.

The site is of international importance for several species of waterbirds but also

because it regularly supports well in excess of 20,000 waterbirds (average peak of

49,030 for the 5 winters 1996/97-2000/01).  Wexford Harbour and Slobs is one of the

top three sites in the country for numbers and diversity of wintering birds.  The



combination of estuarine habitats, including shallow waters for grebes, diving duck

and seaduck, and the farmland of the polders, which include freshwater drainage

channels, provides optimum feeding and roost areas for a wide range of species. Of

particular importance is that it is one of the two most important sites in the world for

Greenland White-fronted Goose (9,353) (all given figures for species are average

peaks for the 5 winters 1995/96-1999/00).  The geese feed almost entirely within the

Slobs and roost at The Raven (a separate SPA).   The site also has internationally

important populations of Mute Swan (519), Light-bellied Brent Goose (1,469), Bar-

tailed Godwit (1,843) and Black-tailed Godwit (768).

There are at least a further 25 species of wintering waterbirds which occur in numbers

of national importance, i.e. Great Crested Grebe (123), Little Grebe (77), Cormorant

(443), Whooper Swan (120), Bewick’s Swan (191), Shelduck (903), Wigeon (2,838),

Gadwall (37), Teal (1,601), Mallard (3,121), Pintail (78), Scaup (416), Goldeneye

(151), Red-breasted Merganser (226), Coot (353), Oystercatcher (1,800), Golden

Plover (5,590), Grey Plover (1,412), Lapwing (11,944), Knot (566), Sanderling (262),

Dunlin (3,037),  Curlew (1,924), Redshank (535), Black-headed Gull (6,136) and

Lesser Black-backed Gull (1,036).  Other species that use the site include Ringed

Plover (69), Turnstone (41), Greenshank (12), Shoveler (24), Tufted Duck (114),

Pochard (218), Common Gull (100+) and Little Egret.  Several of the above

populations represent substantial proportions of the national totals, especially

Shelduck (6.2%), Scaup (6.6%), Red-breasted Merganser (6.2%), Grey Plover (21.9%

and the top site in the country) and Black-headed Gull (6.1%).  The Slobs is the most

important and indeed one of the few sites in the country which supports a regular

flock of Bewick’s Swan.  Numbers of wintering birds are often swelled by hard-

weather movements from Britain and Europe, notably Golden Plover and Lapwing.

The site is a regular location for scarce passage waders such as Ruff, Spotted

Redshank and Green Sandpiper, as well as Curlew Sandpiper in varying numbers.

The rare Wood Sandpiper is seen each year, mainly in autumn.

Short-eared Owl and Hen Harrier are regular visitors in small numbers to the Slobs

during winter.  Of particular note is the presence of the Hen Harrier communal roost

site.

The site is important for Little Tern as it has can hold a nationally important breeding

colony (30 pairs were recorded in 2000).  The Slobs support a nesting colony of Tree

Sparrow, a very localised species in Ireland that is listed in the Irish Red Data Book.

Another very localised breeding species, Reed Warbler, is well established within the

swamp vegetation along the River Slaney and on the South Slob (estimated as at least

10 pairs).

A range of duck species breed, including Teal, Tufted Duck and, probably in most

years, Shoveler.

The site supports populations of Borrer’s Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia fasciculata)

and Short-leaved Water-starwort (Callitriche truncata), both protected, Red Data

Book species.  The Slobs are well known for their population of Irish Hare.



Part of the North Slob is a Nature Reserve and much of this slob is managed for the

benefit of the wintering geese.  Monitoring of the wintering birds of the Slobs extends

back to the 1960s and nowadays there is an ongoing monitoring and research

programme.  The North Slob has a wildfowl collection and an interpretative centre.

There are no imminent significant threats to the wintering bird populations.  In the

long-term, however, projected increases in sea level could cause problems in

maintaining the Slobs as farmland.  In recent times, the South Slob has become less

suitable due to changes in landuse, including forestry operations, and a sustained

programme of scaring.   An increase in the amount of new housing in the vicinity of

the North Slob has led to increased levels of disturbance in recent times.  Localised

reclamation has occurred in Wexford Harbour and any further reclamation of

estuarine habitat is undesirable.  Aquaculture occurs in Wexford Harbour though it is

not known what effects, if any, this has on the bird populations.

Wexford Harbour and Slobs SPA is one of the most important ornithological sites in

the country.  It is of world importance for Greenland White-fronted Goose, and

supports internationally important populations of a further four species (Mute Swan,

Light-bellied Brent Goose, Black-tailed Godwit and Bar-tailed Godwit).  In addition,

it has 25 species of wintering waterbirds with populations of national importance.

Also of significance is that several of the species which occur regularly are listed on

Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive, i.e. Little Egret, Whooper Swan, Bewick’s Swan,

Greenland White-fronted Goose, Hen Harrier, Golden Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit,

Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Little Tern and Short-eared Owl.  The site is an important

centre for research, education and tourism.

29.5.2007



SITE SYNOPSIS 
 
 
SITE NAME:  RIVER NORE SPA 
 
SITE CODE:  004233 
 
 
The River Nore SPA is a long, linear site that includes the following river sections: the 
River Nore from the bridge at Townparks, (north-west  of Borris in Ossory) to 
Coolnamuck (approximately 3 km south of Inistioge) in Co. Kilkenny; the Delour River 
from its junction with the River Nore to Derrynaseera bridge (west of Castletown) in Co. 
Laois; the Erkina River from its junction with the River Nore at Durrow Mills to Boston 
Bridge in Co. Laois; a 1.5 km stretch of the River Goul upstream of its junction with the 
Erkina River; the Kings River from its junction with the River Nore to a bridge at Mill 
Island, Co. Kilkenny.  The site includes the river channel and marginal vegetation. 
 
For a large part of its course the River Nore traverses Carboniferous limestone plains; it 
passes over a narrow band of Old Red Sandstone rocks below Thomastown. 
 
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Kingfisher. 
 
A survey in 2010 recorded 22 pairs of Kingfisher (based on 16 probable and 6 possible 
territories) within the SPA.  Other species which occur within the site include Mute Swan 
(35), Mallard (267), Cormorant (14), Grey Heron (45), Moorhen (14), Snipe (17) and 
Sand Martin (1,029) – all figures are peak counts recorded during the 2010 survey. 
 
The River Nore SPA is of high ornithological importance as it supports a nationally 
important population of Kingfisher, a species that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds 
Directive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.11.2010 

  




